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APOLOGETICS 
 

Lesson # 1:  Introduction To Christian Apologetics 
“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give a reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect...” (1 
Peter 3:15). 
Today’s lesson introduces how to begin presenting the facts about Christianity so that the truth of Christianity 
can be known. 
 
Exploring the Bible encourages the kids to begin to explore the truthfulness of Christianity. 
 

Lesson # 2:  The Truth About Christianity 
“When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of him, and his sheep follow him because they 
know his voice.  Because they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because 
they do not recognize a stranger’s voice” (John 10:4-5). 
There is a huge difference between knowing about god and knowing God.  Today we’ll explore the challenges of 
presenting the truthfulness of Christianity. 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids understand that God is knowable. 
 

Lesson # 3:  Evidence That God Exists 
“...since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.  For 
since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities - His eternal power and divine nature - have 
clearly been seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse” 
(Romans 1:19-20). 
Today we’ll look at clues that tell us God does indeed exist! 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids learn the clues that tell them that God does exist 
 

Lesson # 4:  Is Jesus Christ God? 
“In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but 
on these last days he has spoken to us by His Son” (Hebrews 1:1-2).  Today we’ll look at the claims that 
Jesus made about Himself, and evidence of their truth. 
 
Exploring the Bible teaches the kids the claims of Christ and their truths. 
 

Lesson # 5:  The Resurrection 
“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead…” (1 Corinthians 15:20). 
Today we’ll explore the evidence for Jesus’ resurrection. 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids review the evidence for the resurrection. 
 

Lesson # 6:  Explaining The Resurrection 
“The eleven disciples went to the hill in Galilee where Jesus had told them to go.  When they saw him, 
they worshipped him, even though some of them doubted.  Jesus drew near and said to them, “I have 
been given all authority in heaven and on earth.  Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my 
disciples: baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.  And I will be with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:16-
20). 
Many theories have been introduced to try and give some other explanation as to why the tomb was empty on 
that first Easter morning.  We’ll hear what these theories are and then talk about why they’re wrong! 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids explain the resurrection. 
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Lesson # 7:  A Review of Lessons 1-6 
“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give a reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect...” (1 
Peter 3:15). 
A summary of: An introduction to Christian apologetics, Telling people the truth of Christianity, How we know 
there is a God, Why Jesus Christ is God, How we know that Jesus rose from the dead, Evidence for the 
resurrection. 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids review lessons 1-6 
 

Lesson # 8:  Is What The Bible Says True? 
“All Scripture is inspired [God breathed] and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). 
The startling claims the Bible makes and reasonable evidence that what the Bible says is true 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids learn clues that tell us that what the Bible says is true 
 

Lesson # 9:  Is What The Bible Says True: Fulfilled Prophecy 
“A voice of one calling: “In the desert prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the wilderness 
highway for our God.  Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough 
ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.  And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all 
mankind together will see it.  For the mouth of the Lord has spoken” (Isaiah 40:3-5). 
Today we’ll look at several prophecies voiced in the Old Testament that have all come true in the person of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids learn fulfilled Biblical prophecy. 
 

Lesson # 10:  Is What The Bible Says True: Pass It On 
“We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty” 
(2 Peter 1:16). 
Today we’ll look at reasonable evidence that the Bible is the same today as when it was originally written. 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids know that the Bible we have today is very much the same as when the bible 
was written. 
 

Lesson # 11:  A Review of Lessons 8-10 
“All Scripture is inspired [God breathed] and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). 
Evidence confirming the Bible is true, fulfilled prophecy, and a comparison of the Bible yesterday and the Bible 
today. 
 
Exploring the Bible review lessons 8-10. 
 

Lesson # 12:  Is Jesus The Only Way To God? 
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
Today we’ll look at the main difference between Christianity and other religions. 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids learn why Jesus Christ is the only way to a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Lesson # 13:  What Biblical Christians Believe 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
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Today we’ll look at basic tenets or beliefs of Biblical Christianity - what Biblical Christians believe about Jesus 
Christ, the Trinity, man’s eternal spirit, sin, salvation, and receiving salvation. 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids review the basic tenets of the Biblical Christianity. 
 

Lesson # 14:  The Differences Between Judaism & Biblical Christianity 
“For there really is no difference between Jew and Gentile - the same Lord is Lord of all and richly 
blesses all who call on him, for “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 
10:13). 
While Judaism and Christianity share many similarities, there are some big differences. 
 
Exploring the Bible reviews the differences of Judaism and Biblical Christianity. 
 

Lesson # 15: The Differences Between Islam & Biblical Christianity 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon me and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 
Islam combines elements of the Old Testament and Christianity and refers to them as truth, yet often times 
contradict the Bible’s teachings.  We’ll look at where the similarities end and the differences begin. 
 
Exploring the Bible reviews the differences of Islam and Biblical Christianity 
 

Lesson # 16: The Differences Between Hinduism & Biblical Christianity 
“See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on 
human tradition and the basic principles of the world rather than on Christ” (Colossians 2:8-10). 
Today we’ll look at the differences between Hinduism and Biblical Christianity. 
 
Exploring the Bible reviews the differences of Hinduism and Biblical Christianity. 
 

Lesson # 17: The Differences Between Mormons & Biblical Christianity 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). 
Today we’ll look at the Mormon faith and where Mormonism departs from Biblical Christianity. 
 
Exploring the Bible reviews the differences of Mormonism and Biblical Christianity. 
 

Lesson # 18: The Differences Between Jehovah’s Witnesses & Biblical Christianity 
“Thomas said to him [Jesus], “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). 
Today we’ll look at the some of the teachings of the Jehovah’s Witnesses and although they often sound 
Christian, why their teachings are far from Biblical Christianity. 
 
Exploring the Bible reviews the differences of Jehovah’s Witnesses and Biblical Christianity. 
 

Lesson # 19: The Differences Between Christian Science & Biblical Christianity 
“The god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4).  Today we’ll look at why 
Christian Science is neither Christian nor scientific. 
 
Exploring the Bible reviews the differences of Christian Science and Biblical Christianity. 
 

Lesson # 20: World Religion & Cult Quiz 
“I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6). 
So, what have you learned the past few lessons? 
 
Exploring the Bible reviews the differences of Christianity and world religions and “deceptive Christian faiths.” 
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Lesson # 21: The Differences Between The New Age & Biblical Christianity 
“What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the 
sun.  Is there anything of which one can say, “Look!  This is something new”?  It was here already, long 
ago; it was here before our time” (Ecclesiastes 1:9-10). 
What is the New Age? - Well, it’s a little bit of this and a little bit of that - but one thing is for sure, it’s definitely not 
new.  Let’s find out where it all began - why it’s just the “Same Old Song.” 
 
Exploring the Bible reviews the differences of The New Age and Biblical Christianity. 
 

Lesson # 22:  Creation Versus Evolution (Part 1) 
“I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of 
heavenly things?” (John 3:12). 
Today we’ll begin a series to present reasonable evidence to support the truth of creation versus the theory of 
evolution. 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids understand the truth of what the Bible says about the creation of the universe 
and life on earth. 
 

Lesson # 23:  Creation Versus Evolution (Part 2) 
“For God is not a God of disorder but of peace” (1 Corinthians 14:33). 
Popular opinion is that the theory of evolution is a proven fact of science.  Today we’ll look at reasonable 
evidence that scientific findings about the beginning of life and the truth of creation as stated in the Bible do not 
conflict but rather agree. 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids learn that the truths of the Bible do not have to contradict what science says 
about the beginnings of life. 
 

Lesson # 24:  Creation Versus Evolution (Part 3): A Flood Of Evidence 
“...long ago God gave a command, and the heavens and earth were created.  The earth was formed out 
of water and by water, and it was also by water, the water of the flood, that the old world was destroyed” 
(2 Peter 3:5-6). 
Today we’ll present reasonable evidence that the Flood account narrated in Genesis chapters 6-9 happened just 
the way the Bible says it did. 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids explain the truth of “Noah’s Flood.” 
 

Lesson # 25:  Creation Versus Evolution (Part 4): Your Uncle Was Not A Monkey 
“God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the 
creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds.  And God saw that it was good” (Genesis 
1:25). 
Today we’ll talk about why neither you nor your uncle ever descended from a monkey! 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids review why humans could not have descended from monkeys or 
chimpanzees. 
 

Special Thanksgiving Lesson 
“Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known among the nations what he has done.  Sing to 
him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts” (Psalm 105:1-2).  Today we’re going to count our 
blessings – and then do something with them – give! 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids think of ways to give in a new way! 
 

Special Christmas Lesson 
“You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus” (Luke 1:31). 
Today we’re going to talk about the Christmas story, but with a little different beginning and ending than what 
we’re used to hearing. 
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Exploring the Bible helps the kids remember the true meaning of Christmas. 
 

Special Easter Lesson 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
This lesson is a description of what happened to Jesus - God’s only Son - on the days leading up to His arrest & 
ultimately His crucifixion to provide salvation for you and for me. 
 
Exploring the Bible helps the kids understand the significance of Jesus’ sacrifice. 
 

Special Prayer Lesson 
“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land” (2 
Chronicles 7:14). 
Instead of studying today, we’re going to be doing.  We’re going to spend our lesson time praying to the God 
who created us and sustains us for the people of our country. 
 
Exploring the Bible invites the kids to write a prayer for the people of our country. 
 

Story Time 
One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!" (John 9:25). 
The thought of “telling your story” – how Jesus Christ came into your life, can be a little uncomfortable.  Perhaps 
you’re afraid of failing or that you won’t know what to say.  But if Jesus Christ is in your life, you do have a story 
to tell, and learning how to tell your story may be just what it takes to bring the good news of Jesus Christ into 
someone’s life. 
 
A special Exploring the Bible gives you ideas, suggestions and an outline to help you put your story together. 



CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS & EXPLORING THE BIBLE 

Dad’s and Kids Together in God’s Word   8 
 

Practice Makes Perfect! 
 
Over the past 9 years we’ve helped organize over hundreds of bible studies.  And we’ve come up with a pretty 
good recipe that will help your families get the most out of your bible study. 
 
Here’s a suggested outline for how to make your first bible study go smoothly: 
• Invite Jesus to attend your bible study.  Ask for His power and presence to work in and through each person 

gathered. 
• If it’s a morning study, have some donuts (donuts are key) and juice on hand.  If it’s an evening study, have 

some light snacks for the boys and dads before study begins. 
• Start fairly promptly as some may have time constraints. 
• We find that your study works best when the kids sit with their dads. 
• Introduce yourself and then have the kids introduce themselves especially if there are some who do not 

know each other. 
• Begin the bible study with an opening prayer.  Ask if one of the kids or dads will pray - but don’t push too 

hard, since it may be uncomfortable or intimidating at first - even among the dads.  One idea is to assign the 
opening and closing prayer to one of the dads and their child, so that they have time to get ready. 

• As the group gets more comfortable with each other, we find that rotating the prayer around from week to 
week is a good way to get the kids and dads involved. 

• Give a short description about the day’s lesson 
• Lead-off with the discussion question & discuss it for a bit.  Encourage your dads to participate in the 

discussion.  We find that often dads will not say anything because it’s “a study for the kids.”  But their 
participation is important. 

• Go through the lesson at a comfortable pace for the group.  If you don’t finish - it’s ok. 
• End the study lesson promptly at the time mentioned.  Twenty minutes of study is plenty.  You may find that 

at times, less is better. 
• Encourage the dads and kids to do the corresponding Exploring the Bible Worksheet each week, and 

leave time in your study for each child to give their answers. 
• Encourage the kids to practice the quality or character trait emphasized in the day’s lesson during the week.   

Challenge them to share with the group at the next study about any situations where they had an opportunity 
to put into practice what they learned. 

• Here’s a wonderful way to end each lesson: have each dad get with his child (or boy or girl he brings with 
him whose father is not there) and ask them to pray with each other.  We have found that this is a wonderful 
way for a dad and child to learn to pray for each other.  You may suggest that they ask each other what they 
would like prayer for that day. 

 
Try the above recipe the first few times, and then if you need to, adjust it to meet your group’s needs. 
 

Sample Bible Study Agenda 
 
7:10 - 7:20 a.m.  Fellowship over donuts and juice 
7:20 - 7:40 a.m.  Bible study lesson 
7:40 - 7:50 a.m.  Exploring the Bible review 
7:50 - 7:55 a.m.  Prayer between each dad and his child 
7:55 -    Practice what you’ve learned! 
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LESSON # 1: INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give a reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect...” (1 
Peter 3:15). 
 
Lesson Aim 
Begin to learn how to present the truth of Christianity 
 
Discussion Question 
Why do you believe Christianity is true? 
 

Introduction To Christian Apologetics 
(Text: 1 Peter 3:15) 

“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give a reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect...” (1 
Peter 3:15). 
 
Question: What is apologetics? [An apology is a way of explaining what you believe and why you believe it].  
Apologetics is a way to present the facts so the truth can be known. 
 
Question: What is Christian apologetics? [Christian apologetics is simply presenting the facts about 
Christianity so that the truth of & about Christianity can be known]. 
 
Question: How does learning how to present the truth of Christianity help you?  Learning how to present 
the truth of Christianity: 

• Helps you know and understand the truth about Christianity 
• Helps you tell people the truth about Christianity 
• Helps give you confidence in your Christian faith because Christianity is based on reasonable, logical 

evidence 
 
Understanding The Truth About Christianity 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life...” (John 14:6). 
 
To understand the truth of and about Christianity, we need to define a few terms, because when these terms 
come up in our discussions throughout this study, our definitions need to be the same. 
 
Christians & Christianity 
Question: What is a Christian? [A Christian is a person who has opened the door of his or her life to Jesus 
Christ and asked Him to enter in as Savior.  A Christian puts his or her full trust and confidence in that what 
Jesus Christ did on the cross is the only way to become a part of God’s family. 
 
Question: What is Christianity? [Christianity is Christians guided and empowered by the Holy Spirit, making 
choices and living according to what Jesus says is true]. 
 
There are two things to remember about Christianity: 

• You cannot “do” Christianity.  Birth is not something you experience second hand.  You cannot be born 
without going through the process of actually being born.  Likewise, you cannot be a Christian without 
going through the process of becoming a Christian. 

 
• You can’t join Christianity.  For example, you can join the Boy Scouts and become a Boy Scout, and you 

can join your school band and become a band member.  But you can’t become a Christian by joining a 
church or an organization. 

 
Christianity comes about by being a Christian. 
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The Truth About Truth 
“...If you hold to my teaching, you really are my disciples.  Then you will know the truth and the truth will 
set you free” (John 8:31-32). 
 
Question: When we say that something is true, what does that mean? [What is true is fact].  And facts are 
reliable and accurate. 
 
Question: What is truth? [Truth is the opposite of error].  Truth is the way something really is. 
 
There are some rules you need to understand about the truth and what the nature of being true is: 

• Truth is knowable.  Therefore, since some truth is knowable, it is possible to know at least some of the 
truth about God. 

• Truth is absolute or pure.  In other words, there is only one way something really is.  For example, a 
traffic light cannot be green and red at the same time. 

• What is true is and always will be true, i.e.: 1 + 1 = 2. 
• What is true is true for all people at all places at all times, i.e.: 1 + 1 = 2. 
• There may be a difference between what is true and what people perceive to be true, i.e.: At one time, 

people thought the earth was flat.  But that does not change the fact that the world is and always has 
been round. 

• There may be a difference between what is true and what people want to be true, i.e.: Jesus is God.  
Members of faiths and religions that are not Christian do not want to believe that Jesus is God. 

• Facts are facts regardless of the way people feel about them, regardless of what people believe about 
them or want to believe about them. 

• Truth is always the opposite of error. 
• Anything opposed to the truth is false. 

 
Question: Since anything opposed to the truth is false, and if the Christian view of God is true, then what 
does that mean about all opposing views of God? [All opposing views of God are false].  Therefore, if the 
Christian view is true, then we can be certain that: 

• The God of the Bible exists 
• Jesus is the Eternal Son of God, the promised Messiah of Whom the Bible speaks 
• The Bible is true - all of it 
• Jesus is the only way to have a personal relationship with God restored 

 
Everyone wants to know that what he or she believes in is true, especially when it comes to belief in and about 
God. 
 
What we will do in the next few lessons is establish the truthfulness of Christianity through reasonable, logical 
evidence. 
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LESSON # 2: THE TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTIANITY 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God...” (Colossians 1:15). 
 
Lesson Aim 
Begin to learn how to present the truth of Christianity 
 
Discussion Question 
Tell me some things you know about God.  What’s the best way to get to know Him? 
 

The Truth About Christianity 
(Text: John 10:1-5) 

1 "I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other 
way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3 The 
watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow 
him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from 
him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice." 
 
Question: What does this passage tell you about the shepherd? [The shepherd knows each of his sheep by 
name]. 
 
Question: How do the sheep know their shepherd? [The sheep know and recognize his voice]. 
 
Question: How can we know about God and come to know God personally? [Jesus is how we know about 
God, and how we come to know God personally].  God has made himself known through the Good Shepherd, 
Jesus Christ: “He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God...” (Colossians 1:15). 
 
Question: What is the difference between a belief that Jesus is the Christ or Messiah, and a belief in 
Jesus as the Christ? [A belief that Jesus is the Christ is acknowledging that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the 
world.  Belief in Jesus Christ is relying and trusting on Jesus and His work on the cross to wash away all your sin 
and give you eternal life]. 
 
Knowing how to tell people about the truth of Christianity helps you bring a person to faith that Jesus is the Christ 
(God’s chosen Person who will restore people to a personal relationship with Him) in hopes that he or she will 
place his or her faith in Christ as their savior. 
 
Here’s a good illustration to understand what it’s like to have faith in Jesus Christ:  
It’s one thing to believe that a pilot can safely fly you from one place to another.  It’s another thing to actually get 
in the plane and trust him or her to do it.  The faith it takes to climb into the plane and trust in the pilot to get you 
where you’re going is the kind of faith it takes to become a Christian: “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 
3:16). 
 
There are a few things you need to know and remember when you present the truth of Christianity: 

• Presenting the truth of Christianity is like giving someone a glass of water.  You can only give him or her 
the glass.  It’s up to the person to decide whether to drink. 

• We can only tell people about Jesus as the Savior.  “Belief in” Jesus is a decision each person must 
make on his or her own.  Even God does not force people to accept Him against their will. 

• Some people will believe and put their trust and confidence in Jesus as Savior and Lord as you tell 
people the truth of Christianity.  The Bible says: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” (Galatians 6:9). 
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• There are some people who will just not believe.  The Bible says: “yet you refuse to come to me to 
have life” (John 5:40). 

 
Having Confidence In Your Christian Faith 
“For you have been my hope, O Sovereign Lord, my confidence since my youth” 
(Psalm 71:5). 
 
The truth of Christianity is based upon reasonable, logical evidence.  The evidence for the truth of Christianity 
will stand up even when you are challenged by doubts about Christianity or when you are asked questions that 
you can’t answer.  The Bible says: “The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are 
spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14). 
 
Question: Why do some people not believe the truth of Christianity? [Some people haven’t been taught 
correctly, some people have never been introduced to God, some just don’t want to believe]. 
 
It’s only our job to bring people the glass of water.  It’s the Holy Spirit’s job to help them drink.  And one of the 
tools that the Holy Spirit uses to help people see the truth of Christianity is a reasonable explanation of the 
Gospel.  And God chooses to use people to give His messages.  And that person could very well be you.  The 
Bible says: 
 
24 And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not 
resentful. 25 Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them 
repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and 
escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will” (2 Timothy: 24-26). 
 
Question: In what manner should we tell people about the truth of Christianity? [By being kind, teaching & 
gently instructing]. 
 
Question: How does the verse we just read say people will come to know the truth of Christianity 
through our teaching? [God is the One Who will lead them to the knowledge of the Truth]. 
 
There are people who have many questions about Christianity that do not have easy answers.  It is important to 
remember that just because you may not have the answer to a particular question, it does not mean that there is 
not an answer.  The Bible says: “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed 
belong to us and to our children forever...” (Deuteronomy 29:29). 
 
Question: Why do we not have the answers to every question? [We don’t have the full answer to every 
question because God hasn’t fully revealed everything to us]. 
 
We do have enough evidence however to have a solid foundation under our faith.  Faith in Jesus Christ is based 
on evidence.  And the evidence is reliable and accurate.  The evidence is true.  Jesus says: “I am the way and 
the truth and life...” (John 14:6). 
 
Because the Christian faith is true, people can look at it and question it as hard as they want, and the truth of 
Christianity will not be harmed one little bit. 
 
So here we go!  In the next few lessons, we’ll present logical, reasonable evidence that: 

• God exists 
• Jesus Christ is the Son of God 
• The Bible is true. 
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LESSON # 3: CLUES OR CLUE-LESS? 
EVIDENCE THAT GOD EXISTS 

 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
19 “since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For 
since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been 
clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse” (Romans 
1:19-20). 
 
Lesson Aim 
Present reasonable evidence that God exists 
 
Discussion Question 
What did you have for breakfast this morning?  Can you prove what you had?  How? 
 
Introduction 
Question: Does God exist? [Yes].  Can you prove that? [Yes - No - Maybe - I don’t know]. 
 
Some people say that God does not exist.  But to say that there is no God means that you would have all 
knowledge to know God does not exist.  And if you just happen to have all knowledge - well, then you would be 
God! 
 
Therefore, if you have all knowledge to say that there is no God, (which again, means that you would be God) 
and since I can see that you exist, the statement, “There is no God” is ridiculous.  Therefore, the possibility that 
God exists is true! 
 
In our previous lesson we learned that it is possible to know at least some of the truth of anything, including God.  
Since the possibility that God exists is true, and it is reasonable that some of the truth about God can be known, 
then it is reasonable that there is evidence that God does exist. 
 
Before we begin to look at the evidence that God exists, you need to remember this important nugget: It is not 
possible to prove God scientifically 
 
Question: Why can’t God be proven scientifically? [Because of the conditions that must exist for something 
to be scientifically proven.  Scientific proof must be observable, repeatable and measurable].  Here is an 
example: 
 
Question: Have you ever seen a pound of love, a foot of justice or an ounce of truth? [No]. 
 
Question: Do love, justice and truth exist? [Of course].  But, love, justice and truth are not measurable in 
scientific quantities, and neither is God.  We must find other ways of providing evidence. 
 
Question: Think back to our discussion question.  Could you prove what you had for breakfast 
scientifically? [No]. 
 
Question: Since you could not prove what you had for breakfast scientifically, what evidence could you 
provide? [Clues.  Donut sugar on your clothes, cereal grublies on bowls in the dishwasher, mom or dad telling 
what you had would all be considered reasonable evidence]. 
 
Question: So when it comes to God’s existence, since God cannot be proved scientifically, what should 
we look for? [Clues]. 
 
Question: What would be the best evidence that God exists? [Eyewitness accounts].  Listen to this account: 
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EX 19:16 “On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the 
mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 17 Then Moses led the people 
out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai was 
covered with smoke, because the LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like 
smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, 19 and the sound of the trumpet grew 
louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him” (Exodus 19:16-19). 

& 
“And God spoke all these words:  I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land 
of slavery.  You shall have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:1-3). 
 
The thunder and lightning, the thick clouds and smoke, the violent trembling of the mountain and the loud 
trumpet blasts!  God spoke!!  Thousands of Israelites who witnessed the presence and power of God in their 
midst that day had a reason to believe God existed.  The people of Israel saw evidence of God with their own 
eyes! 
 
Question: What about today?  Seen God on any mountain tops lately?  What would you say if somebody 
asked you to present clues or evidence that God exists? 
 

Introduction To Christian Apologetics 
(Text: Selected verses) 

19 “since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For 
since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been 
clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse” (Romans 
1:19-20). 
 
Question: What does the Bible say about how God has made himself known plainly? [Through His 
creation].  The Bible says that you can just look around you - and there’s no excuse for not believing that God 
exists. 
 
So let’s take a look around and see what clues we can find that God exists: 
 
The Order Of The Universe: 
1 “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  2 Day after day they 
pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.  3 There is no speech or language where 
their voice is not heard.  4 Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world” 
(Psalm 19:1-4). 
 
Question: What evidence can you find in the universe that God exists? [The order of the universe]: 

• The universe is full of activities that make up series of events.  Planets revolve around stars, moons 
revolve around planets, comets streak through space in a pattern, stars are born, stars die. 

• Each of these events has a cause - a beginning. 
• Therefore, the universe has a cause - a beginning. 
• Eventually we come to the One who was there in the beginning - Who we call God. 

 
The Design Of The Earth 
25 “before the mountains were settled in place, before the hills, I was given birth, 26 before he made the 
earth or its fields or any of the dust of the world.  27 I was there when he set the heavens in place, when 
he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep, 28 when he established the clouds above and fixed 
securely the fountains of the deep, 29 when he gave the sea its boundary so the waters would not 
overstep his command, and when he marked out the foundations of the earth” (Proverbs 8:25-29). 
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Question: What evidence about the earth tells us God exists? [The earth’s design indicates there is 
purposeful design]: 

• The unique properties of water make life possible 
• The size of the earth allows us to have the atmosphere we have.  If the earth were much smaller, an 

atmosphere would be impossible.  If the earth were too big, the atmosphere would be incapable of 
sustaining life. 

• Because of the earth’s distance from the sun - we’re not too warm or not too cold for life to be possible. 
 
People 
“Be still, and now that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth” (Psalm 
46:10). 
 
Question: What evidence is there among people’s beliefs that tell us God exists? [An almost universal 
belief in God]. 
 
As researchers study people from all over the world, from ancient times to the present, they have found one 
thing all people groups have in common: there is a belief in God, and the oldest traditions are of one supreme 
God. 
 
Question: What are some of God’s characteristics? [Love, justice, truth, creator].  God has instilled these 
characteristics in people: 

• God is love...” (1 John 4:16).  We love because God loves 
• “He will judge the world in righteousness; he will govern the people with justice” (Psalm 9:8).  

Our society demands justice because God requires justice 
• “All your words are true...” (Psalm 119:160).  We want to live truthfully because God is truth 
• “So God created man in his own image...” (Genesis 1:27).  We have a desire to make or create 

things because God instills in us the desire and ability to create 
 
Since God has instilled many of His characteristics in man, men have sought out God ever since the days of 
Adam and Eve’s children: “At that time men began to call on the name of the Lord” (Genesis 4:26). 
 
Moral Laws 
“...The ways of the Lord are right, the righteous walk in them...” (Hosea 14:9). 

• No culture has ever existed without laws.  Some laws are almost universal, for example: laws against 
murder, violence to children. 

• If there are moral laws that all cultures from different periods of time have adopted, there must be the 
One who gave to and could instill in people the first moral law: A Moral Law Giver: God. 

 
 
 
The Creation Of Life 
“So God created the great creature of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water 
teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind” (Genesis 1:21). 
 
Question: What evidence can you find in life that tells us God exists?  Look no further than your own hand: 

• Molecules are made up of atoms.  A typical protein molecule is made up of a combination of about 3,000 
atoms.  The likelihood that these 3,000 atoms would bump into each other and form this molecule by 
chance is 2.02 x 10(231). 

• Even if the atoms were put in a jar and shaken up at the speed of the vibration of light, to give these 
atoms a greater chance of bumping into each other in the right combination, it would still take 10(234) 
billions of years to get the protein molecule needed for life. 

• The best guess at the age of the earth is only 2 - 5 billions of years old (there is reliable evidence that 
says the earth is much younger than that).  However old the earth is, one thing is very clear: there hasn’t 
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been enough time for even one molecule, much less billions of molecules that could be the beginning of 
life to form by chance! 

• Consider a baby as he or she forms in the womb: As a baby develops, each cell plays a distinct role.  
Billions of cells know what to do and what part of the body to become.  The nerve cells form first 
because they tell all the other cells what their function is.  Design or chance? 

• The amount of information contained in the DNA in every human cell has been estimated to be the 
equivalent of 1,000 books of encyclopedia size.  Design or chance? 

• Not too long ago, it was believed that life could arise spontaneously - without an apparent cause.  But 
experiments by Louis Pasteur showed that life arises only from life.  This means that only an intelligent 
life can create another life.  Just as the first event in the universe had a cause, the first life had a Creator: 
God! 

 
Summary 
Question: What evidence would you give somebody now if they asked you why you believe in God? [The 
design or creation of nature, the order of the universe, a universal belief in a god among all peoples, the 
universal existence of moral laws, life itself].   
 
Clues from nature, history and life all point toward reasonable evidence that God exists.  Remember though, 
while individual clues by themselves may not prove the existence of God - when you begin to put together all of 
the clues, the evidence becomes overwhelming in favor of the existence of God. 
 
Question: But are there more than just clues?  Is there any conclusive evidence that God exists? [Yes].  
We’ll take a look at that evidence in our next three lessons. 
 

************************************************************************ 
Some information in this lesson is adapted from: Know Why You Believe, Paul Little, Intervarsity Press, 1968, 
pp. 8-14 

************************************************************************ 
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LESSON # 4: IS JESUS CHRIST GOD? (Part 1) 
 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“…The high priest said to him, "I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, 
the Son of God." 
 
64 "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven" (Matthew 26:63-64). 
 
Lesson Aim 
Present reasonable evidence that Jesus Christ is God 
 
Review 
What reasons or evidence could you give to somebody if they asked you why you believe in God? 

• The design or creation of nature 
• The order of the universe 
• A universal belief in a god among all peoples 
• The universal existence of moral laws 
• Life itself 

 
Question: But are there more than just clues?  Is there any conclusive evidence that God exists? [Yes]. 
 
Introduction 
It was coldest it had been in 40 years; the wind blowing the falling snow around in swirls.  After lighting a fire in 
the fireplace, I eased into my big chair, turned on “It’s A Wonderful Life,” and settled in for a long winter’s nap - it 
was Christmas Eve! 
 
I was awakened by a kind of a “THUD” sound.  I must have fallen asleep, because I didn’t remember Clarence 
showing up to save George Bailey.  Then I heard another “THUD-THUD!”  I got up and walked over to the big 
picture window in our living room where the sound seemed to come from. 
 
I looked out the window upon a winter wonderland.  The wind had blown the clouds away and a big brilliant full 
moon shone down on a perfect white blanket of snow.  Even the old barn out back looked beautiful, decked with 
icicles glistening in the moonlight.  And there, in the moonlight, I saw two small birds hopping about in the snow.  
Suddenly, they flew right into the window and - “THUD!” - fell down onto our front porch. 
 
“Poor little guys.  There’s no way they’ll find shelter tonight by themselves,” I thought.  “If they’re outside all night 
they’ll die from the cold.  They need help, but what can I do?” 
 
Then I remembered our old barn.  Once a working stable, it was now just a place for lawn equipment.  It has a 
heater.  I could put some seed and water in there and those birds would be just fine!  So, I trudged through the 
snow to the barn, turned the lights and the heater on and then swung the doors wide open.  Then I trudged back 
to the front of the house. 
 
There they were, hopping about, trying to stay warm.  I tried to shoo them toward the side of the house, where I 
hoped they would see the light from the barn and fly toward it.  But they only flew a few feet and lighted onto the 
snow.  Again I shooed them, but they only flew a few feet and lighted back into the snow.  Again and again I 
tried, and at last got them past the side of the house.  But the birds just would not fly toward the barn.  I even 
threw snowballs at them. 
 
By now I was really cold and this was not my idea of a wonderful life.  I was so frustrated that I got down on all 
fours and pleaded with them.  “What can I do to help you understand?”  Then a thought came to me.  “If only I 
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could become a bird, just like you are, then, then I could talk with you and show you the way to that barn so you 
can live!” 
 

Is Jesus Christ God? 
(Text: Selected verses) 

Question: If God wanted to communicate with us, and let us know what He is like, what would be the 
best way for Him to do it? [Become a man and live among us]. 
 
Question: Has God done this? [Yes].  The Bible says: “In the past God spoke to our forefathers though the 
prophets at many times and in various ways, but on these last days he has spoken to us by his Son...” 
(Hebrews 1:1-2). 
 
Jesus Christ 
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One 
and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” 
(John 1:14). 
 
Jesus is the best and clearest answer to how we know there is a God.  The other indications (that we talked 
about in our previous lesson) are merely clues or hints.  What confirm them are the birth, life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Question: What makes Christianity different from all other religions? [Christianity is not a religion.  
Religions are an attempt by man to please God and earn his way to heaven.  Christianity is a relationship with 
Jesus Christ].  As Christians, you and I are called to follow the teachings of Jesus. 
 
Question: What makes Jesus different from all other religious leaders? [No other major religious leader 
claimed to be God; only Jesus claimed to be God].  Jesus presented himself as: 

• The only avenue to a relationship with God 
• The only source of forgiveness for sins 
• The only way for salvation 

 
This is why the Jewish leaders feared and hated him.  This is why they put him to death.  The alleged crime for 
which Jesus was put on trial for was blasphemy - claiming to be God. 

Jesus was executed not for anything he did but for who He said He was. 
 
Question: Jesus made three claims about himself.  Do you know what they are? [Jesus claimed to be the 
Son of God, Jesus claimed to be equal with God, Jesus claimed to be God].  Let’s look at each of these claims. 
 
Jesus Claimed To Be The Son Of God 
Jesus had been arrested and taken to Caiphas, the high priest, where the teachers of the Jewish religious law 
and elders had been assembled.  The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin (the Jewish high court) were 
looking for false evidence against Jesus so they could put him to death. 
 
“…The high priest said to him, "I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, 
the Son of God."  64 "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you will 
see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven" 
(Matthew 26:63-64). 
 
Jesus Claimed To Be Equal With God 
30 I and the Father are one."  31 Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to 
them, "I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?"  33 
"We are not stoning you for any of these," replied the Jews, "but for blasphemy, because you, a mere 
man, claim to be God" (John 10:30-33).  According to Jewish law, anyone who claimed to be God was guilty of 
blasphemy, an offense that was punishable by death. 
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Jesus Claimed To Be God 
Remember the conversation Moses had with God when God appeared to him as a burning bush in the 
wilderness?  13 “Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, `The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, `What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?"  14 God 
said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: `I AM has sent me to you’ ” 
(Exodus 3:13-14). 
 
Jesus point blank tells the Jewish religious leaders that he is God with this statement: “I tell you the truth,” 
Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” (John 8:58).  They knew very well what Jesus meant 
when He called Himself, “I AM!” 
 
Question: What is the one thing that Jesus wants you to be very clear about him? [That He is God]. 
 
Question: How can we know that Jesus’ claims that He is God are true?  There are only two options.  
Either: 1) His claims are false  2) His claims are true. 
 
If Jesus’ Claims Are False 
If Jesus’ claims are false, and he is not God, then you and I are left with two choices to decide between.  Either: 

1. Jesus knew his claims were false 
2. Jesus didn’t know his claims were false 

 
Suppose Jesus knew his claims that he is God were false.  If this the case then: 
Question: How would this make Jesus a liar? [Jesus knew that he was not God]. 

• Question: How would this make Jesus a hypocrite? [He told others to be honest while he lied]. 
• Question: How would this make Jesus a demon? [He told others to trust in him for their eternal 

destiny.  If he could not back up his claim to be God and he knew it, he was unbelievably evil]. 
• Question: How would this make Jesus a fool? [It was his claims to being God that led to his 

crucifixion]. 
 
But suppose Jesus didn’t know his claims were false.  If this is the case, then Jesus was crazy.  He really 
believed he was God when he really wasn’t.  To really believe you are God is one thing.  But Jesus consistently 
displayed qualities that would seem to fit God.  There is nothing about his behavior that points to Jesus being 
crazy. 
 
If Jesus’ Claims Are True 
If Jesus’ claim that he is God is true, then He is Who He said He is.  He is God.  If this is the case then you have 
a choice to make.  Either: 

1. Accept Him as Savior and Lord 
2. Reject Him and willingly accept the consequences 

 
It now comes down to a matter of what you will choose.  To not make any choice is not an option left open to 
you.  To not make any choice is to automatically side with those who reject Him and willingly accept the 
consequences. 
 
Question: So, Who do you say that Jesus Christ is?  Do you believe that Jesus was a liar?  Do you 
believe that he was crazy?  Or is He who He said He is - God?! 
 
I believe that the evidence so far backs up that Jesus is Who He says He is: the Son of God, equal with God, 
God!  But is there conclusive evidence that proves that Jesus’ claims are true? 

Yes:  His Resurrection! 
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LESSON # 5: IS JESUS CHRIST GOD? (Part 2) 
THE RESURRECTION 

 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“From that time on Jesus began to say plainly to his disciples, “I must go to Jerusalem and suffer much 
from the elders, the chief priests, and the teachers of the law.  I will be put to death, but three days later I 
will be raised to life” (Matthew 16:21). 
 
Lesson Aim 
Give reasonable evidence that the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ happened 
 
Introduction 
Question: Why is the resurrection so important? [Because Christianity stands or falls with the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ]! 
 
On several occasions Jesus said that he would be put to death but then claimed that three days later he would 
be raised to life.  If Jesus said that he would be raised from the dead and in fact he wasn’t, then all of his other 
teachings and who he claimed to be would be in question.  His resurrection from the dead is the guarantee to the 
truth that Jesus is who He says He is: The Son of God! 
 
Question: So how do we know that Jesus Christ was resurrected? [Eyewitness reports found in the Bible].  
Let’s begin to take a look at the evidence. 
 

The Resurrection 
(Text: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20) 

12 “But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is 
no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 
raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than 
that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised 
Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not 
raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; 
you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this 
life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 
 
Question: If Jesus was not raised from death to life, what does Paul say about our faith? [Our faith is 
useless - close the church doors, turn off the lights and go home - verse 14]. 
Question: If Jesus was not resurrected, what does Paul say about us? [We are still in our sins and without a 
savior - verse 17]. 
 
20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead...” 
 
What we’re going to do now is set the background for the resurrection, so that we can give reasonable evidence 
that the resurrection happened just the way that the Bible says it did.  Then we’ll take all of the evidence 
presented in the rest of this lesson and tie it all back together in our next lesson. 
 
 
 

The Tomb 
(Text: John 19:38-42) 
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38 “Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, 
but secretly because he feared the Jews. With Pilate's permission, he came and took the body away. 39 
He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought 
a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking Jesus' body, the two of them 
wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41 At 
the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one 
had ever been laid. 42 Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, 
they laid Jesus there.” 
 
As was the Jewish custom, preparing Jesus’ body for burial was done by wrapping long linen strips around his 
body and sprinkling about seventy-five to a hundred pounds of powdered spices into its folds.  A separate cloth 
was used for the head.  After Joseph and Nicodemus had prepared Jesus’ body and laid him in the tomb, a 
stone was placed against the opening of the tomb.  The stone used probably weighed about two tons and was 
set down into a channel in front of the entrance of the tomb which was probably only four or five feet high.  Then 
the tomb was sealed, probably by stretching a cord across the stone and attaching it by using clay at each end of 
the cord. 
 

The Guards At The Tomb 
(Text: Matthew 27:62-66) 

62 “The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63 
"Sir," they said, "we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, `After three days I will rise 
again.' 64 So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples 
may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last 
deception will be worse than the first." 
 
65 "Take a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how." 66 So they went 
and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.” 
 
A Roman guard of probably 4-5 men was stationed to guard the tomb.  The Roman army was strictly disciplined 
and fear of punishment produced near flawless attention to their duty.  There were several offenses for which a 
Roman guard could be put to death, one of which was falling asleep while on duty; another was leaving his post 
without permission. 
 

The Resurrection 
(Text: Matthew 28:1-7a & John 20:1-7) 

28:1 “After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
look at the tomb. 
 
2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the 
tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white 
as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 
 
5 The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples: `He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There 
you will see him.' Now I have told you." 

********************************************************** 
JN 20:1 “Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the 
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other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't 
know where they have put him!" 
 
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did 
not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of 
linen lying there, 7 as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up 
by itself, separate from the linen.” 
 
Question: What would you have seen if you had looked into the tomb on that first Easter morning? 
[Nothing!  Except some linen cloths lying just where they had been; maybe an angel or two]! 
 
Question: What is one thing that you wouldn’t have seen? [Jesus’ body]! 
 
Question: Why? [Because He is risen - just as He said]! 
 

************************************************************************ 
For many people, the Bibles’ account of Jesus’ resurrection is enough proof that he really was raised to life 
again, and Jesus is Who He says He is!  But many people either do not believe what the Bible says, or don’t 
want to believe what the Bible says. 
 
In our next lesson, we’ll use everything that we talked about today to answer doubts that the resurrection really 
happened. 
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LESSON # 6: IS JESUS CHRIST GOD? (Part 3) 
ANSWERS TO THEORIES STATING THE RESURRECTION DID NOT HAPPEN 

 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
16 “Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When 
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age” (Matthew 28:16-20). 
 
Lesson Aim 
Refute proposed theories that the resurrection did not happen 
 
Review 
For many people, the Bible account of Jesus’ resurrection is proof enough that he really was raised to life again, 
and Jesus is Who He says He is!  But many people either do not believe what the Bible says, or don’t want to 
believe what the Bible says. 
 
Introduction 
Question: Why do you think it’s hard for some people to accept the fact that Jesus Christ was 
resurrected? [Some people cannot or will not accept the fact that Jesus Christ was raised from the dead].  They 
say, “There must be some other explanation other than what the Bible says.  I won’t believe it until I have proof!” 
 
There have been several theories introduced to try and give some other explanation as to why the tomb was 
empty on that first Easter morning.  Let’s hear what these people have to say and then tell them why they’re 
wrong! 
 

The Resurrection 
(Text: 1 Corinthians 15:3-7) 

3 “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 
and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five 
hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 
7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.” 
 
The Wrong Tomb Theory 
This theory assumes that Mary went to the wrong tomb.  Let’s review the Biblical account of that first Easter 
morning: 
 
1 “Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know 
where they have put him!" 3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb” (John 20:1-3). 
 
Question: What’s wrong with the theory that Mary went to the wrong tomb? 

• If this is so, then John and Peter, who ran to the exact same tomb, must also have gone to the wrong 
tomb. 

• Also, the Roman guards must have been at the wrong tomb, because they were there also. 
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• And if the wrong tomb were involved, the Jewish religious leaders would have wasted no time in 
producing the right tomb. 

 
The Swoon Theory 
This theory says that Jesus didn’t really die but only fainted from exhaustion and loss of blood.  He later revived 
inside the tomb and left some time later. 
 
Let’s review the scene at the crucifixion: 
33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 
Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 
35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, 
and he testifies so that you also may believe” (John 19:33-35). 
 
Question: What’s wrong with the theory that Jesus did not really die on the cross? 

• Everyone at the crucifixion site was sure that Jesus was dead.  One of the soldiers even went over and 
pierced him to see if he really was dead.  Besides, the authorities would not have taken Jesus off the 
cross if he were not dead. 

• After being beaten, crucified, and wrapped in a hundred pounds of cloths and spices, would Jesus have 
had the strength to unwrap himself, stoop under a 4’ - 5’ doorway and roll a two ton boulder which had 
been set in a channel? 

 
The Theory That The Disciples Stole The Body 
This theory says that somehow the disciples went to the tomb and stole the body.  Let’s visit a passage of 
Scripture that directly follows the crucifixion: 
19 “On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you” (John 20:19)! 
 
Question: What’s wrong with the theory that says the disciples stole Jesus’ body? 

• Three days after Jesus’ death, the disciples were still locked in a room, huddled together and cowering 
with fear over what might happen to them at the hands of the Jewish authorities. 

• What about the Roman guard, they were there.  Could these fearful disciples take on a group of trained 
fighting soldiers and steal the body? 

 
The Theory That The Roman Or Jewish Authorities Removed The Body 
Question: What’s wrong with this theory? 
They didn’t have the body!  If the authorities had the body, they would have produced it immediately.  This would 
have squashed Christianity in the cradle before it even had a chance to begin.  But, they never did produce the 
body! 
 
Consider this passage of Scripture: 
11 “While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief 
priests everything that had happened. 12 When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a 
plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, 13 telling them, "You are to say, `His disciples came 
during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.' 14 If this report gets to the governor, we will 
satisfy him and keep you out of trouble." 15 So the soldiers took the money and did as they were 
instructed. And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day” (Matthew 28:11-
15).  The Jewish authorities never produced Jesus body because they didn’t have it! 
 
Further Evidence For The Resurrection Of Jesus Christ 
Question: Where were the grave clothes? [They were left undisturbed inside the tomb]. 
 
Question: What is the most reliable source of evidence in a court of law? [Eyewitness account]. 
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• Jesus appeared on 10 separate occasions to many different witnesses over a period of 40 days, and 
then no one said that He appeared anymore. 

• Paul writes that Jesus appeared to more than 500 people at one time and that most of those people 
were still alive at the time of his writing.  If Jesus’ appearances were not true, those people could have 
easily refuted Paul’s writings. 

 
Question: What about the disciples’ behavior before the resurrection and after the resurrection? 

• Before the resurrection, all of Jesus’ disciples fled when he was arrested at the Garden 
• Peter denied knowing Christ three times 
• After the crucifixion, the disciples went into hiding and then dejectedly went home to try and resume their 

lives. 
 
Question: If not the resurrection, then what transformed Jesus’ disciples from men who cowered in fear 
behind locked doors, into men who boldly proclaimed the message that Jesus was raised? [There is no 
other explanation other than the truth of Jesus’ resurrection]. 
 
Question: If you knew for a fact that something was not true, would you be willing to die for it and 
continue saying that it was true? [No & neither would the disciples; yet 11 of the 12 were put to death for their 
belief that Jesus was God.  Would they have died for something that they knew not to be true]? 
 
Summary 

• The grave clothes were there 
• The guards were gone 
• Jesus was seen 
• The disciples were transformed. 

 
You have heard the evidence.  Do you believe that Jesus was raised from the dead?  Or are you like Thomas to 
whom Jesus said: 27 “Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." 28 Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God” 
(John 20:27-28)! 
 
If you believe, then this is the message that our risen Savior tells you and me to take into the world:19 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20). 
 
That’s what this Bible study you’re in is all about. 
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LESSON # 7: REVIEW OF LESSONS 1 - 6 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give a reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect...” (1 
Peter 3:15). 
 
Lesson Aim 
To review how to present the truth of Christianity 
 
Review Of Lesson # 1 
An Introduction To Christian Apologetics 
 
Question: What is Christian apologetics? [Christian apologetics is simply presenting the facts about 
Christianity so that the truth of & about Christianity can be known]. 
 
Question: When we say that something is true, what does that mean? [What is true is fact].  And facts are 
reliable and accurate. 
 
Since anything opposed to the truth is false, and if the Christian view of God is true, then all opposing views of 
God are false.  Then we can be certain that: 

• God exists 
• Jesus is the Eternal Son of God, the promised Messiah of Whom the Bible speaks 
• The Bible is true 
• Jesus is the only way to a personal relationship with God 

 
Review Of Lesson # 2 
Telling People The Truth About Christianity 
 
Question: How can we know about God and get to know God personally? [Through Jesus Christ]. 
 
Question: What is the difference between a belief that Jesus is God, and a belief in Jesus as God? [A 
belief that Jesus is God is acknowledging that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world.  Belief in Jesus Christ is 
relying upon and trusting in Jesus to forgive you of your sins, and invite Him into your life so that God can adopt 
you into His family]. 
 
Read 2 Timothy 2:24-26 
24 “And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not 
resentful. 25 Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them 
repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and 
escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.” 
 
Question: In what manner should we tell people about the truth of Christianity? [By not arguing, rather, by 
gentle teaching and instruction]. 
 
Question: How does the verse we just read say people will come to know the truth of Christianity 
through our teaching? [God is the One Who will lead them to the knowledge of the Truth]. 
 
 
 
 
Review Of Lesson # 3 
How Do We Know There Is A God? 
 



CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS & EXPLORING THE BIBLE 

Dad’s and Kids Together in God’s Word   29 
 

It is possible to know at least some of the truth of anything, including God.  Since some of the truth about God 
can be known, and since the possibility that God exists is true, then it is reasonable that evidence of God exists. 
 
Question: Is it possible to prove God scientifically? [No.  Scientific proof must be observable, repeatable and 
measurable].  Here is an example: 
 
Question: Have you ever seen a pound of love, a foot of justice or an ounce of truth? [No]. 
 
Question: Do love, justice and truth exist? [Of course].  But, love, justice and truth are not measurable in 
scientific quantities, and neither is God.  We must find other ways of providing evidence. 
 
Question: So when it comes to God’s existence, since God cannot be proved scientifically, what should 
we look for? [Clues]. 
 
Question: What clues would you give if you were asked you why you believe in God? 

• The order of the universe 
• The design of the earth 
• A universal belief in a god among all peoples 
• The universal existence of moral laws 
• Life itself 

 
Clues from nature, history and life all point toward reasonable evidence that God exists.  While individual clues 
by themselves may not prove the existence of God - when you begin to put together all of the clues, the 
evidence becomes overwhelming in favor of the existence of God. 
 
Question: What would be the best evidence or clue that God exists? [The person of Jesus Christ]. 
 
Review Of Lesson # 4 
Is Jesus Christ God? 
 
Question: If God wanted to communicate with man, what would be the best way for Him to do it? 
[Become a man and live among us]. 
 
Question: Has God done this? [Yes - God has done this very act].  The Bible says: 1 “In the past God spoke 
to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the 
universe” (Hebrews 1:1-2). 
 
Question: What makes Christianity different from all other religions? [Christianity is not a religion.  
Religions are an attempt by man to please God and earn his way to heaven.  Christianity is a relationship with 
Jesus Christ]. 
 
Question: Jesus made three claims about himself.  Do you remember what they are? [Jesus claimed to be 
the Son of God, Jesus claimed to be equal with God, Jesus claimed to be God]. 
 
Jesus’ claims leave us with two choices of what to believe.  Either: 

1. His claims are false 
2. His claims are true. 

 
If Jesus’ claims are false: 

1. Jesus knew his claims were false and he was lying 
2. Jesus only thought he was God which means he was crazy 

 
If Jesus’ claim is true, then: 

• Jesus is who He says He is.  He is God. 
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Question: If this is the case, then what two choices do you have? 

1. Accept Him as Savior and Lord 
2. Reject Him and willingly accept the consequences 

 
Review Of Lesson # 5 
Did Jesus Christ Really Rise From The Dead? 
 
Question: Why is the resurrection so important? [Because Christianity stands or falls with the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ]! 
 
On several occasions Jesus said he would be put to death and then claimed that three days later he would be 
raised to life.  If Jesus said that he would be raised from the dead and in fact he wasn’t, then all of his other 
teachings and who he claimed to be would be in question.  His resurrection from the dead is the guarantee to the 
truth that Jesus is who He says He is: The Son of God! 
 
Question: So how do we know that Jesus Christ was resurrected? [Eyewitness reports found in God’s Word 
- The Bible].  Let’s review the evidence. 
 

The Tomb 
Read John 19:38-42 
As was the Jewish custom, the preparation of Jesus’ body for burial was done by wrapping long linen strips 
around his body and sprinkling about seventy five pounds to a hundred pounds of powdered spices into its folds.  
A separate cloth was used for the head.  After Joseph and Nicodemus had prepared Jesus’ body and laid him in 
the tomb, a stone was placed against the opening of the tomb.  The stone used probably weighed about two tons 
and was set down into a channel in front of the entrance of the tomb which was probably only four or five feet 
high.  Then the tomb was sealed, probably by stretching a cord across the stone and attaching it by using clay at 
each end of the cord. 
 

The Guards At The Tomb 
Read Matthew 27:62-66 
A Roman guard of probably 4-5 men was stationed to guard the tomb.  The Roman army was strictly disciplined 
and the fear of punishment produced near flawless attention to their duty.  There were several offenses for which 
a Roman guard could be put to death, one of which was falling asleep while on duty; another was quitting and 
leaving his post without permission. 
 

The Resurrection 
Read Matthew 281-7a & John 20:2-7 
Question: What would you have seen if you had looked into the tomb on that first Easter morning? 
[Nothing!  Except some linen cloths lying just where they had been; maybe an angel or two]! 
 

• Question: What is one thing that you wouldn’t have seen? [Jesus’ body]! 
• Question: Why? [Because He is risen - just as He said]! 

 
Review Of Lesson # 6 
Evidence For The Resurrection 
 
Question: What was the disciples’ behavior like during the events surrounding Jesus’ crucifixion? 

• Before the crucifixion, all of Jesus’ disciples fled when he was arrested at the Garden 
• Peter denied knowing Christ three times 
• After the crucifixion, the disciples went into hiding and then dejectedly went home to try and resume their 

lives. 
 
Question: What changed about the disciples after Jesus’ resurrection? [The disciples were transformed 
from men who cowered in fear behind locked doors, into men who boldly proclaimed the message that Jesus is 
risen].  There is no other explanation other than the truth of Jesus’ resurrection. 
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Question: What final evidence is there for the resurrection of Jesus? 

• The grave clothes were left undisturbed inside the tomb 
• Jesus was seen over a period of 40 days by at least 10 groups, one of which was over 500 people 
• The disciples were transformed 

 
************************************************************************ 

The evidence for the resurrection is based upon eyewitness accounts taken from the Bible.  But some people 
may tell you that they do not believe that the Bible is entirely true.  Therefore, we want to be able to explain to 
those who doubt the truth of the Bible, why the Bible is true - and not just parts - but all of it! 

************************************************************************ 
On deck:  Is What The Bible Says True? 
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LESSON # 8: IS WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS TRUE? (Part 1) 
 
Homework & Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“All Scripture is inspired [God breathed] and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). 
 
Lesson Aim 
To give reasonable evidence that the Bible is the word of God and that what the Bible says is true. 
 
Review 
Question: What is truth? [Truth is the opposite of error].  Truth is the way something really is. 
 
Introduction 
The Bible: Among books it’s the all-time best seller.  People from every race and nation into which the Bible goes 
accept it.  Whether king or servant, rich or poor, educated or not, people of every background have had their 
lives changed through reading the Bible. 
 
Question: Why do you think this is? [The Bible makes some startling claims]: 
 

• “All Scripture is inspired [God breathed] and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).  The Bible is God’s Word - what God Himself wanted to 
be written down. 

• “Every word of God is flawless...” (Proverbs 30:5).  God says that His Word is the standard for all 
truth. 

• “All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal” (Psalm 119:160).  The Bible says that 
God’s Word was not only true when it was written, but it is true today and will be true forever. 

 
The Bible claims that in it you can find: 

• The truth about your present spiritual condition (Romans 3:23) 
• The truth about what God has done for you (John 3:16) 
• The truth about what you must do to be saved (Romans 10:9) 
• The truth about how you should live and worship God (Romans 12:1-2) 

 
Big claims - yes!  But if the Bible’s claims are true, then we know that God exists, that Jesus is God’s own 
Eternal Son, and you have the truth about the meaning and purpose for your life. 
 
Question: So is there reasonable evidence that confirms that the claims the Bible makes are true? [There 
are several pieces of evidence: the way that the Bible is constructed, archeological findings, accuracy of 
scientific information contained in the Bible, personal testimony, fulfilled prophesies]. 
 

Evidence That What The Bible Says Is True 
(Text: Selected Verses) 

 
Construction of the Bible 
“All Scripture is inspired [God breathed]…” (2 Timothy 3:16). 
 
Consider three amazing points about the Bible 

1. More than 40 authors contributed to the Bible.  The men who wrote the Bible claimed to be inspired by 
God.  Either their claims are true or false.  If their claims are false, then these men were lying or crazy.  
Yet throughout the Bible we find the most perfect moral code ever set forth.  Would this come from men 
who were crazy? 
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2. The Bible was written over a period of 1500 years.  Yet what the Bible says fits together perfectly - 
incapable of explanation by chance.  Few if any of these men even lived at the same time as each other.  
In fact, at the time these men were writing they could not have had any idea that their work would be 
gathered into what today is the Bible.  Nowhere in the Bible is there evidence that its writers were lying 
or making up information to correlate with current events. 

3. Although the Bible was written by 40 different men over a period of 1500 years, the Bible has one central 
message: God’s desire and plan to save men from their sins. 

 
Question: How did all this happen? [There is only one reasonable answer - God revealed to these writers at 
different times what He wanted to communicate to you and me through them].  The Bible says, “For clearly 
prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by 
the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). 
 
Clearly the origin of the Bible comes from God and not from men.  God used each writer’s personality but so 
guided these men that what they wrote is what He wanted written. 
 
Archeology (the study of evidence remaining from past cultures) 
“Every word of God is flawless...” (Proverbs 30:5). 
 
The Bible is full of historical accuracy.  No archeological discovery has ever proved the Bible wrong.  In other 
words, wherever the Bible has said something is, it’s there and new archeological findings continue to confirm 
historical statements made in the Bible.  In fact, the Bible has led and continues to lead archeologists to amazing 
discoveries. 
 
Ancient cities were built and rebuilt on the same site.  What is left is a whole succession of levels.  That’s how 
archeologists assign dates to findings they uncover.  The highest levels have findings with the most recent dates 
and the lower levels have findings with older dates. 
 
Today for example, many church buildings or school buildings are named after people who helped build them.  
Often times there is a plaque honoring the founder as well as giving the date when the building was dedicated. 
 
Well, it was the same back in those ancient cities.  Often times a stone in the foundation of a building had an 
inscription honoring the founder.  Kings would inscribe their names on temple doors.  By piecing the evidence 
together and comparing finds from nearby sites, archeologists can give us a good idea of who was doing what 
and when. 
 
Archeologists find evidence of housing, business transactions, the equivalent of books and other information 
from which they can measure how advanced the city and the culture was.  In effect, an archeological site is one 
big scrapbook of a city’s history. 
 
Question: So how can archeology give reasonable evidence that what the Bible says is true? 
Archeological findings help: 

• Confirm accounts in the Bible 
• Provide background information on individuals or places named in Bible stories 

 
For example, the ruins of King Solomon’s stables and cities he had built have been uncovered.  These finds help 
confirm the accuracy of the accounts of King Solomon’s enormous wealth - what the Bible has been saying all 
along. 
 
Or take the story of Abraham and his journey to the land of Canaan.  Archeology has revealed a lot about Ur, 
Abraham’s hometown.  Ur was a highly developed city.  It must have taken great faith for Abraham to leave such 
an advanced city for an unknown land. 
 
While evidence uncovered by archeology does not prove the Bible is true, it deepens our knowledge and brings 
credibility to stories and events the Bible describes that otherwise some might doubt. 
 



CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS & EXPLORING THE BIBLE 

Dad’s and Kids Together in God’s Word   34 
 

Scientific Accuracy 
1 “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  2 Day after day they 
pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.  3 There is no speech or language where 
their voice is not heard.  4 Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world” 
(Psalm 19:1-4). 
 
Many principles of modern science were recorded as facts of nature in the Bible hundreds or thousands of years 
before science proved them.  What’s remarkable is that when these facts were written they often went against 
what was commonly accepted at the time, i.e.: 

• The earth is round (Isaiah 40:22) 
• Circulation in the atmosphere (Ecclesiastes 1:6) 
• The importance of blood in life processes (Leviticus 17:11) 
• The earth has a gravitational field (Job 26:7) 

 
While these scientific truths may not be written in the technical language that we have today, all of these 
statements are in complete agreement with scientific fact today. 
 
Personal Experience 
1 “I lift up my eyes to the hills - where does my help come from?  2 My help comes from the LORD, the 
Maker of heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:1-2). 
 
Personal testimony is as reasonable and as valid as any other form of evidence.  Literally millions of people have 
found from personal experience that: 

• The promises of the Bible are true 
• Its counsel or advice is sound 
• Its commands and restrictions are wise 
• Its message of salvation applies today and will apply tomorrow 

 
************************************************************************ 

Up next: We’ll take a look at fulfilled prophecy as evidence that the Bible is God’s Word. 
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LESSON # 9: DON’T I KNOW YOU? 
IS WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS TRUE? (Part 2) 

 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“But the prophet of peace who prophecies peace will be recognized as one truly sent by the Lord only if 
his prediction comes true” (Jeremiah 28:9). 
 
Lesson Aim 
To give reasonable evidence through fulfilled prophecy that the Bible is the Word of God and that what the Bible 
says is true. 
 
Discussion Question 
If you wanted people to know about you in the future, what would you do? [Write down what you wanted 
them to know and then preserve it]. 
 
Introduction 
The Messiah - the promised Savior of Israel - The Anointed One - The Christ.  Immanuel.  The Son of God.  Has 
He come?  And if He has come, how would we know?  How would we recognize Him?  Surely there must be 
clues. 
 
In this lesson we’ll find clues about the Messiah that tell us all about Him so that we are able to recognize Him.  
In particular, we’ll look at several prophecies voiced about the Messiah in the Old Testament that have all come 
true in one person: Jesus Christ. 
 

Don’t I Know You? 
(Text: Isaiah 40:3-5) 

3 “A voice of one calling: "In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a 
highway for our God.”  4 Every valley shall be raised up, 
every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.  5 
And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it.” 
 
Question: What is a prophecy? [A prophecy is a message from God - many times a prediction bout what will 
come true in the future]. 
 
Question: How did God deliver His messages - UPS, Federal Express, the US Postal Service? [God chose 
people called “prophets” (remember Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah?) to be His messengers, and he sent them to 
deliver His messages to people who He wanted to hear the message]. 
 
Question: How do we know that a particular prophecy is from God?  The Bible says: “But the prophet of 
peace who prophecies peace will be recognized as one truly sent by the Lord only if his prediction 
comes true” (Jeremiah 28:9). 
 
Every prophecy or predication that is made in the Bible has been fulfilled or come true - if its time to be fulfilled 
has come.  Some events that we have been told will happen have not happened - yet.  But they will! 
 
Let’s look at some specific prophecies about the Messiah: the promise of His arrival, how He will be recognized, 
His birth, His death and His resurrection.  After each prophecy is given, we’ll then see how Jesus fulfilled each of 
these prophecies. 
 
 
Prophecy About The Coming Messiah: (Malachi 3:1) 
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“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.  Then suddenly the Lord you are 
seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you will desire, will come,” says 
the Lord Almighty.” 
 
Note: This verse says that the Messiah will come while the temple is still standing.  It’s interesting to note that the 
temple this verse speaks of was destroyed in 70 AD and has not yet been rebuilt!  So the Messiah had to come 
before 70 AD!! 
 
Fulfillment Of This Prophecy: (Luke 2:21-32) 
21 “On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had 
given him before he had been conceived. 
 
22 When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and 
Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every 
firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord"), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said 
in the Law of the Lord: "a pair of doves or two young pigeons." 
 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for 
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 
temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law 
required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
 
29 "Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace.  30 For my eyes 
have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 32 a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." 
 
Prophecy Of How The Messiah Will Be Recognized: (Isaiah 61:1) 
“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach the good news 
to the poor.  He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives, and 
release from darkness the prisoners.” 
 
Fulfillment Of This Prophecy: (Mark 1:10-11 & Luke 7:22) 
MK 1:10 “As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit 
descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with 
you I am well pleased.” 

******************************* 
LK 7:22 So he replied to the messengers, "Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: 
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.” 
 
Question What do the Scriptures mean by “captives” and “prisoners”? [The Bible refers to sin as prison 
and people who are in sin’s prison as captives]. 
 
Question: What is the good news that the Scriptures refer? [That Jesus is the Savior, the Messiah that will 
save people from their sins]. 
 
Question: Who are the poor to whom the Scriptures refer? [The poor refers to “those without”].  Those 
people who have a desire to hear and receive the good news that Jesus is the Savior. 
 
Prophecy About The Messiah’s Birth: (Isaiah 7:14 & Micah 5:2) 
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14 “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a 
son, and will call him Immanuel.” 

******************************* 
2 "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come 
for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times." 
 
Note: This verse eliminates all the possible places in the world from where the Messiah would come from but the 
tiny city of Bethlehem. 
 
Fulfillment Of These Prophecies: (Luke 2:1-7) 
1 “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And 
everyone went to his own town to register.  4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 
He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 
She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” 
 
Prophecy Of The Messiah’s Trial: (Isaiah 53:7) 
7 “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.” 
 
Note: One of the names the Bible refers to Jesus as, is the Lamb of God.  It was a lamb that was usually 
sacrificed at the temple for the forgiveness of sins. 
 
Fulfillment Of This Prophecy: Matthew 27:12-14) 
12 “When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate asked 
him, "Don't you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?" 14 But Jesus made no reply, not 
even to a single charge--to the great amazement of the governor.” 
 
Prophecy Of The Manner Of The Messiah’s Death: (Isaiah 53:5) 
5 “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities [wrongs]; the 
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.” 
 
Note: It would be another 800 years after Isaiah wrote this prophecy that crucifixion would be invented! 
 
Question: What reason does Isaiah give as to why Jesus was crucified? [Because of our sins and our 
wrongs]. 
 
 
 
Fulfillment Of This Prophecy: (Matthew 27:26) 
26 “Then he released Barabbas to them.  But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be 
crucified.” 
 
Prophecy Of The Messiah’s Resurrection: (Isaiah 53:11) 
11 “After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my 
righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.” 
 
Fulfillment Of This Prophecy: (Matthew 28:1-7a) 
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1 “After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
look at the tomb.  2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven 
and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead 
men.  5 The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who 
was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 
Then go quickly and tell his disciples: `He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into 
Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you." 
 
Here are some other details found in the Bible about Jesus, so you can know that He is the Messiah, the Son of 
God: 
 
Jesus’ Family Tree 

• Noah had three sons - all the people in the world are descended from these three men.  God ordained 
that the Messiah would descend from Noah’s son Shem, thereby eliminating 2/3rds of all the people 
possible that could ever be the Messiah. 

• Further down the line God had ordained that the Messiah would come from a man named Abraham.  
Abraham had a son named Isaac. 

• Isaac had two sons, Jacob and Esau.  God chose that the Messiah would come from the line of Jacob.  
God just eliminated 1/2 of the possibilities left. 

• Jacob (whose name was later changed to Israel) had twelve sons (and one daughter).  God decreed that 
the Messiah would come from the line of Judah - thereby eliminating 11/12ths of the possibilities left. 

• From Judah’s tribe comes King David.  God told David that He would establish the throne of David 
forever - that the Messiah would be one of his descendants. 

• From David’s line, 28 generations later we come to: “...Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, 
of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ” (Matthew 1:16). 

 
The Odds Of Anyone But Jesus Being The Messiah 

• In the Old Testament there are 60 major prophecies that identify the Messiah, and all have come true in 
the person of Jesus Christ. 

• The chances of just 8 of those prophecies coming true in one person = 1 x 10(17).  Here’s how one 
person describes the odds of that happening: 

• Get enough silver dollars to spread 2 feet deep over the state of Texas.  Now take one of those dollars, 
mark it, throw it into the mix and stir it up.  Then take a person, blindfold him and tell him to pick out the 
marked dollar. 

• By the laws of probability, anyone but Jesus being the Messiah is ruled out. 
 
Why The Prophecies That Jesus Fulfilled Couldn’t Be Made Up 
Some people say that the prophecies that Jesus fulfilled were made up to coincide with events that took place 
during His life.  It’s an interesting thought, but consider three points: 

1. The writers of these prophecies had no control over the outcome of their predictions.  All the prophecies 
written about the Messiah were made at least 400 years before he was to appear. 

2. The Greek translation of the Bible from the original Hebrew was made 100 years before Jesus 
appeared.  There is no way these prophecies could have been made up and then coincided with Jesus’ 
life. 

3. Jesus couldn’t control over half of the prophecies he fulfilled.  He had no control of who His ancestors 
were, where he was born, soldiers casting lots for his clothes after he died on the cross, etc. 

 
 
Summary 

• The Messiah’s lineage, the place of His birth, the time He would appear, the manner of His birth, His 
manner of death - all these details were prophesied and came true in one person - Jesus Christ. 
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• Jesus is the Messiah - the Very Son of God - that was promised long ago.  And because Jesus is the 
Son of God, you can know that what the Bible - the Word of God - says is true. 

 
************************************************************************ 

Some of the information in this lesson adapted from: More Than A Carpenter, Josh McDowell, Tyndale House 
Publishers, Inc., 1977. 

************************************************************************ 
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LESSON # 10: PASS IT ON 
IS WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS TRUE? (Part 3) 

 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty” (2 Peter 1:16). 
 
Lesson Aim 
To give reasonable evidence that the Bible is the same today as when it was originally written. 
 
Review 
There are several pieces of evidence that confirms that what the Bible says is true: 

• The way the Bible is constructed 
• Archeological findings 
• Accuracy of scientific information contained in the Bible 
• Personal testimony and fulfilled prophecy. 

 
Introduction 
Get the kids (and dads) seated in a circle.  The group leader whispers a message to the person on his or her 
right.  Each person whispers what he or she just heard to the person on his or her right.  The message can only 
be whispered once to each person.  When the message gets back around to you, repeat what you just heard.  
Then repeat the original message back to the group. 
 
Here’s the message (or feel free to make up on yourself): “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.” 
 
Discussion Question 

• Did the message end up word for word exactly?  Did the meaning of the message change from its 
original meaning? 

• If the message at the end of the game was changed from the original message, why do you think 
it changed? [The message changed when a person passed on the message but did not repeat it 
correctly]. 

 
Pass It On 

(Text: Selected Verses) 
Keeping in mind what you just learned from the telephone game, how can we be sure that the Bible is the same 
today as when it was originally written?  In other words, how can we be sure that the writings found in the Bible 
we have today were passed down correctly from the original? 
 
Evidence From The Old Testament 
Before the printing press was invented, scribes reproduced the Scriptures by hand.  Scribes were highly 
professional and very careful in their work.  Since they were dealing with the Word of God, they took great care 
in the accuracy of their work. 
 
Question: No matter how careful people are, we still make mistakes.  What about human error? [The Old 
Testament was originally written in Hebrew and later translated into Latin and Greek.  When the translations into 
Latin and Greek are compared to the original Hebrew, all the present translations we have agree remarkably]. 
 
The earliest known complete copy of the Old Testament is dated around 900 AD.  The copy dating from about 
900 AD is called the “Massoretic Text” because it came from a group of Jewish scribes called Massoretes. 
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Question: How do we know that documents dated earlier than 900 AD were preserved correctly? [From 
what some call the most important archeological discovery of the 20th century: the Dead Sea Scrolls]. 
 
A group of Jewish people lived at a place called Qumram from 150 BC to 70 AD.  A group of men in this 
community spent their time studying and copying the Scriptures.  When it became apparent that the Romans 
were going to invade Israel, they put the scrolls in clay jars and hid them in caves in a valley by the Red Sea to 
preserve them.  In 1947, these scrolls were found and they became known as the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
 
Question: Why are the Dead Sea Scrolls so important? [When the Dead Sea Scrolls were found it was then 
possible to compare copies of the same scriptures 1,000 years apart].  When the Dead Sea Scroll copies are 
compared with the Massoretic text (the earliest known complete copy of Scripture before the Dead Sea Scrolls 
were found) the copies are extremely close.  What matters is that with what little differences were found, the 
meaning of the Scripture had not changed. 
 
Question: But was the Massoretic copy a good translation from the original scripture? [The Dead Sea 
Scrolls answer this question as well].  There is a Greek translation of the Old Testament called the Septuagint.  
The Septuagint is dated around 200 BC.  When the Septuagint is compared with the Dead Sea Scrolls, the 
comparison shows that the copies are similar. 
 
It is evident that the scriptures have been preserved very carefully since 200 BC, and that what we have now is 
extremely close to what was originally written. 
 
Evidence From the New Testament 
Today over 4,000 copies of New Testament manuscripts are in existence.  These manuscripts are copied on 
different writing materials and scholars have determined that we have copies of 99.9% of the original scriptures. 
 
Question: Why is it important that we have copies on different writing materials?  [Copies of the Scriptures 
can be compared over a long period of time to see if any changes took place]. 
 
The first copies of the Scriptures are on papyrus, a common material used for writing at the beginning of 
Christianity.  Papyrus was replaced by parchment, which was used in the late Middle Ages.  Paper then replaced 
parchment and is still used today. 
 
By comparing the Scriptures copied onto these different materials, we find little to no difference in the wording, 
and the meaning of the wording is not changed by the differences found.  Just as with the Old Testament 
documents, the New Testament documents have been copied and preserved very carefully. 
 
Question: What about what was actually written in the New Testament.  How do we know that it was 
recorded correctly? [First, we must believe that what was written down is correct unless the author makes 
contradictions or inaccurate statements]. 
 
One test that can be used as a check to see if what was written down was written down correctly, is what 
eyewitnesses say about what was written.  Men who had been eyewitnesses or who related accounts of what 
eyewitnesses said recorded the New Testament.  The Bible says:  

• 1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 2 
just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants 
of the word. 3 Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the 
beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught” (Luke 1:1-
4). 

 
• “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty” (2 Peter 1:16). 
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The New Testament accounts of Jesus were being passed around within the lifetimes of those people who were 
alive during Jesus ministry.  Those people could confirm or deny the accuracy of the accounts that were written 
about Jesus. 
 
Question: What about the possibility that the New Testament accounts were passed down by word of 
mouth right after they happened and over time became tales, legends, and parables? [The New Testament 
books were produced and collected within a generation after Jesus’ life].  Scholars tell us that 20-50 years is not 
enough time for fables or legends to develop.  People could still remember what Jesus did and even specific 
words that He said. 
 
Question: Is there any accurate proof outside of the Bible documents that what is recorded in the Bible 
is accurate? [Archeology has confirmed countless passages.  Also,  
written works that are not found in the Bible but were written during the same period when the Gospel accounts 
were written agree with what is contained in the New Testament Scriptures].  These works provide evidence of 
accuracy about events that are recorded in the Bible. 
 
Summary 
Doesn’t it make sense that if God wants His Word to be written down correctly and preserved for thousands of 
years, that He would guide those people who are doing the writing and preserving? 
 

************************************************************************ 
Some of the information in this lesson is taken from Paul Little, Know Why You Believe, Intervarsity Press, 1968, 
pp. 39-48. 

************************************************************************ 



CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS & EXPLORING THE BIBLE 

Dad’s and Kids Together in God’s Word   43 
 

LESSON # 11: REVIEW OF LESSONS 8 - 10 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“All Scripture is inspired [God breathed] and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). 
 
Lesson Aim 
To give reasonable evidence that: 

• The Bible is the word of God 
• That what the Bible says is true 
• That the Bible documents are the same today as when they were originally written. 

 
Review Of Lesson # 8 
Is What The Bible Says Really True? 
 
The Bible makes some startling claims: 

• The Bible is God’s Word - what God himself wanted written down (2 Timothy 3:16). 
• God says that His Word is the standard for all truth (Proverbs 30:5). 
• God’s Word was not only true when it was written, but it is true today and will be true forever (Psalm 

119:160). 
• The truth about our present spiritual condition (Romans 3:23) 
• The truth about what God has done for us (John 3:16) 
• The truth about what we must do to be saved (Romans 10:9) 
• The truth about how we should live and worship God (Romans 12:1-2) 

 
Question: What evidence exists that confirms what the Bible says is true? 

• The way that the Bible is constructed 
• Archeological findings 
• Accuracy of scientific information contained in the Bible 
• Personal testimony 
• Fulfilled prophecy 

 
Review Of Lesson # 9 
Is What The Bible Says Really True?  Fulfilled Prophecy 
 

• Question: What is a prophecy? [A prophecy is a message from God - many times a prediction about 
what will come true in the future]. 

• Question: How do we know that a particular prophecy is from God?  The Bible says: “But the 
prophet of peace who prophecies peace will be recognized as one truly sent by the Lord only if 
his prediction comes true” (Jeremiah 28:9).  Every prophecy or prediction that is made in the Bible 
has been fulfilled or come true - if its time to be fulfilled has come.  Some events that we have been told 
will happen have not happened - yet.  But they will! 

 
In the Old Testament there are 60 major prophecies that identify the Messiah, and all have come true in the 
person of Jesus Christ. 

• The chances of just 8 of those prophecies coming true in one person = 1 x 10(17) 
• The laws of probability rule anyone but Jesus being the Messiah 

 
The prophecies that Jesus fulfilled couldn’t be made up to coincide with events that took place in His life: 

• The writers of these prophecies had no control over the outcome of their predictions.  All the prophecies 
written about the Messiah were made at least 400 years before he appeared. 

• The Greek translation of the Bible from the original Hebrew was made 100 years before Jesus 
appeared.  There is no way these prophecies could have been made up and then coincided with Jesus’ 
life. 
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• Jesus couldn’t control over half of the prophecies he fulfilled.  He had no control of who His ancestors 
were, where he was born, soldiers casing lots for his clothes after he died on the cross, etc. 

 
Review Of Lesson # 10 
Is The Bible The Same Today As It Was When It Was Originally Written? 
 
Evidence From The Old Testament 
Before the printing press was invented scribes reproduced the Bible by hand.  Scribes were highly professional 
and very careful in their work.  Since they were dealing with the Word of God, they were careful to be very 
accurate with their work. 
 
Question: No matter how careful people are, we still make mistakes.  What about human error? [The Old 
Testament was originally written in Hebrew and later translated into Latin and Greek.  When the translations into 
Latin and Greek are compared to the original Hebrew, all the present translations we have agree remarkably]. 
 

• Question: Why are the Dead Sea Scrolls so important? [We can now compare copies of the same 
scriptures dated 1,000 years apart]. 

• Question: What do we find when we compare those copies? [The only major differences come in 
spelling and style of writing].  What matters is that with what little differences were found, the meaning of 
the Scripture had not changed. 

 
Evidence From The New Testament 
The first copies of the Scriptures are on papyrus, a common material used for writing at the beginning of 
Christianity.  Papyrus was replaced by parchment, which was used in the late Middle Ages.  Paper then replaced 
parchment and is still used today. 
 
Question: Why is it important that we have copies on different writing materials?  [Copies of the Scriptures 
can be compared over a long period of time to see if any changes took place]. 
 
By comparing the Scriptures copied onto these different materials, we find little to no difference in the wording, 
and the meaning of the wording is not changed by the differences found.  Just as with the Old Testament 
documents, the New Testament documents have been copied and preserved very carefully. 
 
Question: What about what was actually written in the New Testament.  How do we know that it was 
recorded correctly? [First, we must believe that what was written down is correct unless the author makes 
contradictions or inaccurate statements]. 
 
There are a couple of tests that can be used to help us know if what was actually written down was recorded 
correctly: 

• Eyewitness accounts.  Men who had been eyewitnesses or who related accounts of what eyewitnesses 
said recorded the New Testament. 

• The New Testament accounts of Jesus were being circulated within the lifetimes of people who were 
alive at that time of his ministry.  These people could confirm or deny the accuracy of what was written 
about Jesus. 

 
Question: What about the possibility that the New Testament accounts were passed down by word of 
mouth right after they happened and over time became tales, legends, and parables? [The New Testament 
books were produced and collected within a generation after Jesus’ life].  Scholars tell us that 20-50 years is not 
enough time for fables or legends to develop.  People could still remember what Jesus did and even specific 
words that He said. 
 
Question: Is there any proof outside of the Bible documents that what was recorded in the Bible is 
accurate? 

• Archeology 
• Other writings not found in the Bible agree with what is contained in the New Testament Scriptures. 
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LESSON # 12: IS JESUS CHRIST THE ONLY WAY TO GOD? 
 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
 
Lesson Aim 
To provide reasonable evidence that Jesus Christ is the Only Way to a personal relationship with God. 
 
Discussion Question 
Every religion claims to have the correct knowledge about God.  Since every religion claims to be 
correct, can you know which one is right? 
 
Review 
In the previous section (lessons 1-10), we offered reasonable evidence that God exists, the claims Jesus made 
that He is God are true, the Bible is the Word of God, and the Bible we have today has changed insignificantly 
from the original documents. 
 
Introduction 
People like to be correct in their beliefs in just about anything but especially when it comes to religion.  Members 
or followers of their particular faith want to know that they are correct in their beliefs about God. 
 
In today’s lesson, we’ll attempt to answer two questions: 

1. Are Christianity and other religions basically the same? 
2. Is Jesus Christ really the only avenue to a personal relationship with God? 

 
Is Jesus Christ The Only Way To God? 

(Text: John 14:1-7) 
1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many 
rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 
am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going."  5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know 
where you are going, so how can we know the way?"  6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really knew me, you would know my 
Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him." 
 
Christians claim that Jesus Christ is the only way to a relationship with God because Scripture says, “And there 
is salvation in no one else [Jesus], for there is no other name under heaven by which we must be saved” 
(Acts 4:12). 
 
Christians believe this, not because they have decided this is true, but because Jesus Christ teaches it.  Jesus 
says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through me” (John 
14:6).  Jesus claims that He is the only way of salvation. 
 
Question: What about people of other faiths that claim their religion has the correct answers of who God 
is and what He is like? [A Christian cannot be faithful to Jesus as his or her Lord and agree with or embrace 
any other alternative].  A Christian is faced with the problem of truth.  If Jesus Christ is who He claims to be, then 
we have the authoritative word of God Himself on the subject.  If Jesus is God and there is no other Savior, then 
obviously He is the only way to God. 
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Question: What does it mean when Jesus says, “I am the way?”  In the beginning, God created the earth 
and said it was good.  Then God created the first man, Adam, and the first woman, Eve.  They were the jewels of 
His creation.  In the beginning - they were perfect - just as God wanted them to be. 
 
Question: God had a test for Adam & Eve’s love.  What was God’s test? [God’s test of people’s love for Him 
was obedience].  Adam chose to disobey God and at that moment became less than perfect.  Now Adam was 
always thinking the way he wanted to.  He was not who God originally intended for him to be any longer. 
 
Question: What happened because of Adam’s disobedience? [You and I are separated from God]. 
 
The Bible says that, “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man [Adam], and death 
[separation from God] came through sin, in this way death came to all people, because all people have 
sinned” (Romans 5:12).  Every person since Adam has inherited his nature to choose disobedience toward 
God.  Another name for disobedience toward God is “sin.”  And because our God is Holy – set apart from sin – a 
sinful person cannot stand in God’s presence.  Even the earth that God created lost its original beauty and 
goodness when sin entered the world. 
 
Question: What did God do? [He made a promise.  The promise is this: “I will not leave you in this condition 
forever – without a way to be rescued from sin and separation from Me.”  I will provide a “Way” so the great 
chasm that separates you from Me will be bridged, and you can come to Me through this “Way.”  The “Way” that 
I will provide will show you the love I have for you, and the love that I want you to have for Me and for each 
other].  This “Way,” is Jesus Christ. 
 
Question: Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except 
through me.”  But how can Jesus be the only one to make that claim? [Let’s answer this question by 
examining another question]: 
 

• Question: What different kinds of laws exist? [Physical laws of nature, social or legislative laws, 
spiritual laws]. 

• Question: What kinds of physical laws exist? [Gravity, the interaction between energy and matter]. 
• Question: What kinds of laws does society establish? [Speed limits, voting rights]. 

 
Just as there are physical laws that govern nature, and legislative laws that govern societies, there are spiritual 
laws.  One spiritual law is this: Payment for sin is required.  When we sin, we commit an offense against God.  
Because we’re people, only a person can pay the penalty.  But because the offense is against an infinite God, 
only God Himself could pay the penalty.  Jesus, being God’s Only Son, is the only One who can do that for us. 
 
Jesus Christ can make the claim: “I am the way” because the claims Jesus made that He is God are true.  And 
because He is God, then we have the authoritative word of God Himself on the subject (See lesson # 4, for a 
more complete review). 
 
Question: Again, what about people who say I don’t believe that Jesus is God.  My religion teaches 
another “way”? [Let’s review three components of truth]: 

1. Sincerely believing in something does not make it true, i.e.: sincerely believing that 1+1 = 3 does not 
change the fact that 1 + 1 = 2 

2. Faith is no more valid than in the object in which it is placed, i.e.: you may place your faith in a rock to 
save you, but a rock will not save you 

3. Facts are facts regardless of peoples’ attitudes toward them 
 
There are members of non-Christian faiths and religions that simply do not want to believe that Jesus is God. 
 
Question: It sounds so harsh to say that what someone believes about God is wrong.  Aren’t Christianity 
and other religions really just about the same? [Many people assume that all religions are basically the 
same, making the same claims and essentially doing what Christianity does, but in slightly different terms].  
Though there are similarities, the differences are much greater. 
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Question: What is the main difference between Christianity and other religions? [Christianity is not a 
religion.  Christianity is a personal growing relationship with a person who is the resurrected and living God - 
Jesus Christ]. 
 
The Bible says: “Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, 
I will come in and eat with him, and he with me” (Revelation 3:20). 

• Religions are what people do - seeking and struggling to reach God.  Christianity is what God does - 
seeking him and reaching down to help him 

• Every religious system is a set of swimming instructions.  Christianity is a life preserver 
• In religions, good deeds are an “in order to.”  In Christianity they are a “therefore” 
• Religions are “do” - Christianity is “done” 

 
Question: Why does Christianity alone offer assurance of salvation? [Jesus does something for us we 
cannot do for ourselves].  He offers to us His power to live the way we are made to live.  He forgives us of our 
sins.  He cleanses us from our sins and gives us His own perfect nature - all as a gift. 
 
In every “works” religion, it is impossible to ever have assurance of your salvation.  When do you know that you 
have done enough good works to earn your salvation or reach your god’s standards for salvation?  You never 
know and you never can know.  There is no assurance of salvation in religious systems because salvation 
depends on an individual doing enough good things to earn salvation. 
 
Question: So are Christians better than people who are not Christians? [No.  In fact, more than anyone, a 
Christian should be thankful because he or she realizes that salvation is available purely because God chose to 
offer it through Jesus Christ as a gift to all who will receive Him]. 
 
Question: How is Jesus different from other great religious leaders? [Of all the great religious leaders of the 
world, only Jesus claims to be God].  Followers of Mohammed, Buddha, emphasized their teachings.  But Jesus 
made Himself the focal point of His teaching.  Jesus asked the same question to everybody, “Who do you say 
that I am?” 
 
It is not true that “it doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you believe it.”  What we believe must be true in 
order for it to be real.  Some people say that there’s only one road that leads to God.  Well, that’s wrong.  There 
are many, many roads that lead you to God.  Because the Bible says one day ALL people will stand before God 
(Revelation 20:11-12).  If you want to enter heaven, though, there is only ONE way – through Jesus Christ. 
 

*********************************************************************** 
In our next few lessons, we’ll begin to look at the differences between Christianity and other religions.  Up first is 
a look at what Biblical Christians believe. 

*********************************************************************** 
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LESSON # 13: WHAT BIBLICAL CHRISTIANS BELIEVE 
 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
 
Lesson Aim 
To give a summary of basic Biblical Christian beliefs in order to provide a way to compare Biblical 
Christianity to other religions. 
 
Introduction 
Before we can compare the differences between Biblical Christianity and other religions, it’s helpful to know 
some basic tenets or beliefs of the Christian faith - in short - what Biblical Christians believe. 
 

What Biblical Christians Believe 
(Selected Verses) 

 
What Biblical Christians Believe About Jesus Christ 
6 “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but 
made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  8 And being 
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a 
cross! 
 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:6-11). 
 
Jesus is our Savior 
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
 
Question: Why is Jesus called Savior? [Jesus - whose very name means Savior - is God’s own Eternal Son 
who saves us from our sins].  When we sin, we commit an offense against God.  Because we’re people, only a 
person can pay the penalty.  But because the offense is against an infinite God, only God Himself could pay the 
penalty.  Jesus, 100% human, lived a sinless - perfect life.  Jesus, 100% God, has the capacity to take the sins 
of all and remove them from us.  “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that we might become 
the righteousness of God” (1 Corinthians 5:21). 
 
Jesus is the Christ 
15 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?"  16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:15-16). 
 
Question: Why is Jesus called Christ (Anointed One)? [Because he is ordained by God the Father to fully 
reveal to us God’s plan for our salvation].  Jesus revealed God’s plan to deliver all people from the power of sin 
and death through His sacrifice on the cross. 
 
Jesus is our High Priest 
23 “Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; 
24 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25 Therefore he is able to save 
completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.  26 Such 
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a high priest meets our need--one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the 
heavens. 27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his 
own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered 
himself. 28 For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak; but the oath, which came after the 
law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever” (Hebrews 7:23-27). 
 
Question: Why is Jesus called our High Priest? [Jesus has redeemed us once and for all by the sacrifice of 
His body.  He now stands at the right hand of God the Father as our priestly representative forever]. 
 
In Old Testament days when a person needed to be forgiven of a sin, he or she would bring a sacrifice, usually a 
bird or other animal as prescribed by law, to the temple and give it to the priest who would offer it to God on their 
behalf.  When Jesus willingly died upon the cross, God accepted His sacrifice that fully paid the price that we 
owe for our sins.  And because God accepted Jesus’ sacrifice, we can now come directly to God because we are 
no longer separated from Him. 
 
Jesus is our King 
11 “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful 
and True. With justice he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are 
many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a 
robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him, 
riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Out of his mouth comes a sharp 
sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the 
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name 
written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS” (Revelation 19:11-16). 
 
Question: Why is Jesus called King? [Jesus is our eternal King: governing us, defending us, sustaining us, 
and redeeming us]. 
 
Jesus is Lord 
9 “And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were 
slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and 
nation.  10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the 
earth” (Revelation 5:9-10). 
 
Question: Why is Jesus called Lord? [Jesus is our Lord because not with silver or gold, but at the cost of his 
own blood He bought us body and soul from sin for His very own]. 
 
 
 
 
What Biblical Christians Believe About The Trinity 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are each equally and eternally the one true God.  God 
makes Himself known through 3 Persons.  Although this is difficult to understand, the truth of the Trinity is taught 
throughout Scripture. 
 
That there is only one God who created all things is repeated in both the Old and New Testaments: 

• “For this is what the Lord says - he who created the heavens, he is God; he who fashioned and 
made the earth, he founded it; he did not create it to be empty, but he formed it to be inhabited - 
he says: I am the Lord and there is no other” (Isaiah 45:18). 

• “ ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one” (Mark 12:29). 
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At the same time, the Trinity is evident in both Old & New Testaments: 

• “Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish 
of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all creatures that 
move along the ground” (Genesis 1:26).  The word used for God in this verse is the plural form. 

• “When the counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of Truth who 
goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.  And you also must testify, for you have been 
with me from the beginning” (John 15:26).  One God yet three distinct Persons: 

 
God the Father 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).  God is the Source of all that is 
created. 
 
God the Son 
“He is the image of the invisible God...” (Colossians 1:15).  We “see” and know God the Father through His 
own eternal Son Jesus Christ. 
 
 
God the Holy Spirit 
Jesus says: “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.  He will not speak on 
his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is to come” (John 16:13).  Just as the 
Father and son are, the Holy Spirit is a real Person.  We experience Jesus’ presence through the Holy Spirit who 
dwells in us. 
 
The Trinity might be summarized like this:  God is three Persons, with each Person equally and fully and 
eternally God.  Each is necessary, each is distinct, and yet all are one. 
 

************************************************************************ 
Some information adapted from The Bible Has The Answers, by Henry Morris and Martin Clark, published by 
Master Books, 1987. 

************************************************************************ 
 
What Biblical Christians Believe About Mans’ Eternal Spirit 
“Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and 
everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2). 
Man is body, soul, and spirit.  Scripture says: “For the word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any 
double edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). 
 
Your Body 
Your body is the temporary home for your soul and your spirit. 
 
Your Soul 
Your soul is eternal.  When your body dies, your soul goes to its eternal home.  The destination of your soul 
depends upon your spirit: 

1. If you are a non-Christian, you have a spiritless soul that goes to hell. 
2. If you are a Christian, you have a spirit-filled soul that goes to heaven. 

 
Your Spirit 
We are all born spiritually dead with no capacity to have a relationship with God.  The Bible says, “As for you, 
you were dead in your transgressions and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). 
 
When you are born, you are born with a dead spirit; and there’s nothing you can do on your own to make it alive.  
And without your spirit being alive, it cannot enter into heaven.  That is why we need to have a spiritual re-birth – 
be born again.  When you accept Jesus Christ into your life, through the Holy Spirit, God brings your spirit to life.  
Because of this gift from God, your relationship with Him is now restored. 
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What Biblical Christians Believe About Sin 
“Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5). 
The day that Adam sinned, something went wrong.  When Adam sinned, his spirit died and he lost his ability to 
communicate with God.  Since Adam passed his state of sinfulness on to the rest of us, we inherited his 
problem.  We are born not with the living spirit we should have, but are born with a soul damaged by sin.  
Scripture says: “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in 
this way death came to all men, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12). 
 
The Bible says: “We all like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord 
has laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6).  So, not only are we born sinful, we also continue to sin by 
choice - it’s our nature - it’s the way that we are.  And it is this “sinful nature” within us that leads us away from 
God. 
 

************************************************************************ 
Some information adapted from The Promise, by Tony Evans, pp. 96-97, published by Moody Press, 1996. 

************************************************************************ 
 
What Biblical Christians Believe About Salvation 
“...Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31). 
 

• “For it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith - and this is not of yourselves, it is the 
gift of God - not by works [anything that you can do], so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-
9).  Salvation is a gift. 

• “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  Salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ. 

• “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  I and the Father are one” (John 
10:27-30).  Salvation is assured and permanent. 

 
What Biblical Christians Believe About Receiving Salvation 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
 

• “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us of all unrighteousness” (1 
John 1:8-9).  Acknowledge and confess there is sin within you. 

• “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).  Believe that Jesus is the Son of God and ask Him 
to be your Lord and Savior 

 
 

************************************************************************ 
As we begin to look at the differences between Christianity and other religions, we will use the Biblical beliefs of 
who God is, who Jesus Christ is, the Trinity, mans’ eternal spirit, man’s sinfulness, what salvation is, and 
receiving salvation as our standard to contrast Christianity with other religions. 

************************************************************************ 
 

Up next: the differences between Judaism and Christianity. 
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LESSON # 14: THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
JUDAISM & BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY 

 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“For there really is no difference between Jew and Gentile - the same Lord is Lord of all and richly 
blesses all who call on him, for “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 
10:13). 
 
Lesson Aim 
Highlight the differences between Judaism and Biblical Christianity and offer suggestions on how to 
present Biblical Christianity to a follower of the Jewish faith. 
 

************************************************************************ 
Note to Study Leader: While the material presented in this study may answer some questions about the basics 
of what people of the Jewish faith may believe, I believe the unique opportunity you have today is to re-affirm to 
the group the truth of Biblical Christianity.  This is why I choose to contrast the Jewish faith with six basic tenets 
of what Biblical Christians believe about: 

1. Jesus Christ 
2. The Trinity 
3. Mans’ eternal spirit 
4. Mans’ sinfulness 
5. Salvation 
6. Receiving salvation 

 
Through each tenet, the truth of Christianity is presented and re-affirmed.  I encourage you not to rush through 
this lesson.  If you do not have enough time to cover all the material in one meeting, you may want to continue 
the lesson in your next meeting. 

************************************************************************ 
 
Introduction 
Of all the religions of the world, Christianity is most related to Judaism.  Christianity was literally born out of the 
Jewish faith.  We share the Old Testament and its teachings.  We share a belief in the same Father God.  But 
while Christianity and Judaism share these and many other similarities, there are some big differences. 
 

Judaism: The Foundation Of Christianity Yet Still Looking For The Messiah 
(Text: Isaiah 11:1-3) 

1 “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
 
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of 
counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD-- 3 and he will delight in the 
fear of the LORD.  He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his 
ears.” 
 
Brief History Of Judaism 
Judaism began with a covenant established by God with Abraham around 2085 BC in the Mesopotamian Valley 
(present day Iran & Iraq).  Judaism, the religion of most Jewish people is built upon the Torah or Law.  The Law 
is the first 5 books of the Old Testament given to Moses by God.  God promised that if His people would obey 
the Law they would be blessed. 
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Who Is Jesus Christ? 
According To Judaism 
Some Jews accept Jesus as a great prophet and find good things in his teachings.  But that is about as far as 
many will go. 
 
During the days when Jesus walked on the earth as a man, the Jews were looking for a Messiah, or the Christ.  
The Old Testament prophets spoke of the Messiah as the one who would save God’s people from their sins.  But 
over time, Jewish tradition and their interpretation of the Scriptures watered down their belief in the need for a 
personal savior. 
 
As a result many Jews were looking for a king who would drive out the Romans from their land and restore Israel 
to its former glory and power, not a savior who would save them from their sins.  That Jesus did not bring about 
their idea of the messianic age that would bring about lasting peace convinced many Jews that he was not the 
Messiah.  As a result, the Jewish people still await the Messiah’s coming. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of 
Israel I have kept.  I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the 
ends of the earth” (Isaiah 49:6). 
 
Question: Who do Christians say Jesus Christ is? [Jesus is the Son of God, the Christ, the Messiah Isaiah 
writes about in the Book of Isaiah, chapters 49-53.  He is God as well as man.  He was sinless and died to 
redeem all men from sin]. 
 

What About The Trinity? 
According To Judaism 
Jews do not believe in the Trinity.  There is only one God: Yahweh: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the 
Lord is one” (Deuteronomy 6:4). 
 
To believe in the Trinity would be to believe that Jesus is God, since Jesus claimed to be the Son of God and 
equal with God.  Since Jews believe that God is only one, Jesus could not be God. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too.  And as he was praying, heaven was 
opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven: 
“You are my Son, who I love; with you I am well pleased” (Luke 3:21-22). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about the Trinity? [God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit are each equally and eternally the one true God]. 
 

Does Man Have An Eternal Soul? 
According To Judaism 
Judaism teaches that there is an afterlife.  However, it does not stress preparing man for the next world as much 
as guiding ethical and moral behavior in this present life. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  He who has the Son 
has life, he who does not have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5:11-12). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about an eternal spirit? [A person’s spirit will live eternally either in 
God’s presence in heaven or be separated from God.  Our spirit’s eternal home depends upon the choice each 
person makes while living on this earth]. 
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What About Sin? 
According To Judaism 
Sin is an act and not a state.  A person is not born as a sinner nor is he good.  Each person is born free with the 
capacity to choose between good and evil.  Each person is accountable to himself. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time that my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about sin? [A person is born spiritually dead and is born in a state of 
sinfulness - inherited from Adam’s original sin]. 
 

How Does A Person Receive Salvation? 
According To Judaism 
Man does not need redemption.  Anyone, Jewish or not may gain salvation through the commitment to the One 
God and moral living.  Man has the ability to live by the Law (the laws given to Moses by God found in the Torah 
- the first 5 books of the Old Testament).  If he fails, he only needs to come to God in repentance. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“...Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved...” 
(Paul & Silas to the Jailer in Philippi - Acts 16:30-31). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about receiving salvation? [Salvation is a gift of God and comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ]. 
 

Sacred Books (Authority) 
According To Judaism 

• The Torah: The Law given to Moses by God.  It is the rule of life. 
• The Old Testament 
• The Mishnah: Instructions for daily living 
• The Talmud: Based on the Mishnah, it contains additional instructions 

 
According To Biblical Christians 

• The Bible: The Old Testament and the New Testament 
 
Suggestions for presenting Biblical Christianity to a person of the Jewish faith 

• Establish that the original Christians were Jews 
• A Jew does not have to give up his or her heritage as a Jew to become a Christian 
• Point out that Jews wrote the New Testament and that Jesus was Jewish 
• Emphasize Christ’s sacrificial death and the fact of His resurrection 
• Emphasize Old Testament prophecies fulfilled by Jesus providing evidence that He is the Messiah * 

(further discussion on the following page) 
 
The difference between the Christian and the Jew is this: For the Christian Jesus is the Messiah who God 
promised long ago.  Jesus stands ready to receive all who believe in him: “For there really is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile - the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13). 
 

************************************************************************ 
Some information adapted from: So What’s The Difference?, Fritz Ridenour, pp. 55-63, published by Regal 
Books, 1979. 

************************************************************************ 
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* Evidence That Jesus Is The Messiah 
The Hebrew word “Moishiach” means “Anointed One,” the name given to the promised Deliverer who would 
some day come to the people of Israel “anointed as Prophet, Priest, and King by God Himself.” 
 
Many Jewish people are still looking for the fulfillment of these Old Testament promises, when the “moshiach” 
will come to establish a world kingdom of peace and justice centered on God’s chosen nation of Israel.  Yet over 
2,000 years ago, a group of Jewish believers became the first Christians because they were convinced that 
Jesus of Nazareth was the promised Messiah. 
 
They had good reason to believe that Jesus was the Messiah.  There are hundreds of Old Testament prophecies 
fulfilled by Jesus Christ.  Some of these prophecies, in fact require the Messiah to come before the first century 
AD. 
 
For example, Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel, told his sons what would happen in the future: “The 
scepter will not depart from Judah, nor a ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh come, and the 
obedience of the nations is his” (Genesis 49:10). 
 
The name “Shiloh” is a title for the Messiah, and the prophecy says that Judah’s tribe would remain the chief 
tribe of Israel, providing its rulers or kings, until the Messiah would come.  This prophecy must be fulfilled prior to 
the destruction of Judah (through the exile to Babylon and later the Romans) and Jerusalem in 70 AD, by which 
time any kind of rule had departed from Judah.  God made a promise to King David that the Messiah would be 
one of his descendants, as the eternal King, when He said, “I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever” (2 Samuel 7:13). 
 
Also, the prophet Isaiah said: 
“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  The Spirit of the 
Lord will rest on him - the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and power, the 
Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord - and he will delight in the fear of the Lord” (Isaiah 11:1-3). 
 
This Branch is another name of the Messiah.  Jesus fulfilled this prophecy.  His foster (earthly) father, Joseph, 
was from the royal line of David (Matthew 1:1-16).  His mother, Mary, was also a descendant of David (Luke 
3:23-31).  But ever since the time of Jesus, it would be difficult to establish the legal or biological lineage of any 
rightful heir to David’s throne, because all the ancient genealogical records were destroyed soon after that. 
 
An even more amazing prophecy is given in Daniel 9:24-27.  Daniel was told explicitly that the Messiah would 
come 69 “Sabbaths” (69 sabbatical years - a total of 483 years) after the decree was given to rebuild Jerusalem, 
which at that time lay in ruins after King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had destroyed it.  Cyrus, the Persian 
emperor, gave such a decree later.  Although the exact date of the decree is uncertain, the latest possible date 
the prophecy could be fulfilled must have been some time in the first century AD.  In fact, it must have been 
before the destruction of the city and the temple by the Romans in 70 AD, because the prophecy said quite 
explicitly: After the 483 years the Messiah will be cut off (rejected and killed) before the destruction came. 
 
It is obvious that no one but Jesus could have fulfilled these prophecies.  These 3 prophecies absolutely make 
any future Messiah impossible.  No other conclusion seems possible except that Jesus is all He claims: Messiah, 
Savior, Lord, God. 

************************************************************************ 
Information in this section adapted from: The Bible Has The Answer, Henry Morris and Martin Clark, published 
by Master Books, 1987. 

************************************************************************ 
Up next: The differences between the religion of Islam and Christianity 
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LESSON # 15 
THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ISLAM & BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY 

 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
28 "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 
 
Lesson Aim 
Highlight the differences between Islam and Biblical Christianity and offer suggestions on how to 
present Biblical Christianity to a follower of the Islamic faith. 
 

************************************************************************ 
Note to Study Leader: While the material presented in this study may answer some questions about the basics 
of what people of the faith of Islam may believe, I believe the unique opportunity you have today is to re-affirm to 
the group the truth of Biblical Christianity.  This is why I choose to contrast the Islamic faith with six basic tenets 
of what Biblical Christians believe about: 

1. Jesus Christ 
2. The Trinity 
3. Mans’ eternal spirit 
4. Mans’ sinfulness 
5. Salvation 
6. Receiving salvation 

 
Through each tenet, the truth of Christianity is presented and re-affirmed.  I encourage you not to rush through 
this lesson.  If you do not have enough time to cover all the material in one meeting, you may want to continue 
the lesson in your next meeting. 

************************************************************************ 
 
Brief History of the religion of Islam 
Islam was founded by a man named Mohammed who was born in the city of Mecca, in Arabia in 570 AD.  As a 
young man, Mohammed began to have visions accompanied by violent seizures.  During one vision he believed 
the angel Gabriel visited him.  The angel gave him a command to recite what was being revealed to him (his 
followers recorded these after his death in the Qu’ran (Koran) and Mohammed became the prophet of Allah (the 
god of Islam). 
 
Islam combines elements of the Old Testament and Christianity.  Islam claims however, to be the true 
continuation of the Old Testament faith. 
 
Introduction to the religion of Islam 
Islam means “perfect peace” that comes when one’s life is surrendered to Allah.  The revealed word given to 
Mohammed is called the Qur’an, and the message is called Islam.  Followers of Islam or “the message” are 
called Muslims, which means “Those who submit.” 
 

Islam: A Religion Of Rules And Regulations 
(Text: Matthew 11:28-30) 

28 "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 
 
There are 6 basic beliefs in Islam: 
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1. There is only one true God and his name is Allah 
2. There are many intermediary beings or angels.  The chief angel is Gabriel who is said to have appeared 

to Mohammed.  There are also fallen angels 
3. Scripture: There are four God inspired books 
4. Allah has sent many prophets.  The Qu’ran names 28 prophets of Allah, most of who are found in the 

Old and New Testaments.  They include: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David & Jesus, who is said to 
be sinless.  Muhammed is the last and greatest of the prophets 

5. Each man’s deeds will be weighed on a balance to determine if he goes to heaven or hell.  Heaven is a 
place of pleasure and Hell is a place for those who oppose Allah and his prophets 

6. Predestination: Allah has determined what he pleases and no one can change his mind 
 
There are 5 pillars of faith or practices that must be performed: 

1. The statement of belief.  A Muslim must publicly repeat: There is no god but Allah and Muhammed is his 
prophet 

2. Prayers: A ritual that must be performed 5 times a day 
3. Alms: Muslim law requires believers to give 1/40 of his or her worth - an offering which goes to the poor 

and needy 
4. The month of fasting.   Muslims are required to fast or abstain from food and drink for one month during 

daylight hours and must not commit any unworthy act 
5. The pilgrimage to Mecca.  This journey which helps attain salvation must be performed once during a 

Muslim’s life if at all possible 
 

Who Is Jesus Christ? 
According To Islam 
Islam ignores the claims that Jesus made that he is God, denies that Jesus is the Son of God, and denies the 
physical resurrection of Jesus.  Jesus was a prophet, albeit sinless, and another messenger of Allah, equal to 
the other prophets of Islam, but below Mohammed.  Jesus did not die on the cross for the sins of man.  Nor was 
he resurrected.  Mohammed did not rise so there is no basis for it in Islam. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). 
 
Question: Who do Christians say Jesus Christ is? [Jesus is the Son of God.  He is God as well as man.  He 
was sinless and died to redeem all men from sin]. 
 

************************************************************************ 
Islam teaches that Jesus is a sinless prophet.  But this brings us to a problem: Jesus said He was God.  If Jesus 
was not God, and he knew it, then Jesus was lying and then He wouldn’t be sinless. 

************************************************************************ 
 

What About The Trinity? 
According To Islam 
Since there is no god but Allah, the idea of the Christian Trinity is blasphemy.  It is an unpardonable sin to 
associate a “partner” with God.  For a Muslim to believe in the Trinity is to be an unbeliever. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water.  At that moment heaven was opened, and 
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting upon him.  And a voice from heaven said, 
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:16-17). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about the Trinity? [God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit are each equally and eternally the one true God, yet Three Persons]. 
 

************************************************************************ 
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We try to fit God into an equation that we can understand.  God is supernatural and goes beyond nature.  Why is 
it so hard then, to believe and accept that God chooses to reveal Himself in different ways in 3 Persons? 

************************************************************************ 
 

Does Man Have An Eternal Soul? 
“Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to everlasting 
contempt” (Daniel 12:2). 
 
Both Islam and Christianity believe that man has an eternal spirit. 
 

What About Sin? 
According To Islam 
Islam teaches that a person is born free of sin.  Only after a person reaches puberty and then commits sin is he 
or she charged for their mistakes.  Sin is a person’s failure to do the religious duties as outlined in the five pillars. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about sin? [A person is born spiritually dead and is in a state of 
sinfulness - inherited from Adam’s original sin]. 
 

How Does A Person Receive Salvation? 
According To Islam 
“Whoever goes astray, he himself bears the whole responsibility of wandering” 
(Surah 10:109). 
 
Islam requires that a person earn his or her salvation by performing the duties of the 5 pillars of faith.  Islam 
places the burden of salvation upon the person. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who 
believes in me will never be thirsty” (John 6:35). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about receiving salvation? [Salvation is a gift of God that comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ].  Jesus promises to lift the burden of sin and salvation from man.  Jesus says, 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon me and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 
 

Sacred Books (Authority) 
According To Islam 

• The Qur’an: The recitation - the words of Muhammed written down by his followers. 
• Tauret: The Torah of Moses (the first 5 books of the Old Testament) 
• Zabur: Psalms of David 
• Ingil: The Gospel of Jesus. 

 
Although Islam combines elements of the Old Testament & Christianity, and refers to them as truth, its doctrines 
often times contradict the Bible’s teachings.  The Qur’an supersedes all previous writings - it is Allah’s final word.  
Where the Qur’an and the Bible differ, Muslims claim that Christians changed the Bible. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
The Bible: The Old Testament and the New Testament 
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Suggestions for presenting Biblical Christianity to a Muslim 
• Christians must focus on the problem of sin and contrast what the God of the Bible has done with what 

the god of Islam has not done.  Islam makes no provision for sin.  And Allah has done nothing for man 
that cost him anything, unlike the God of the Bible. 

• Point out that a Muslim has no personal relationship with God.  Allah is practically unknowable.  Prayers 
and worship lack any individuality because everything is scripted. 

• Explain the error of earning salvation by living according to the 5 pillars.  When do you know if you’ve 
done enough? 

• Concentrate on the fact of Jesus’ unique claims that He is God, and that His claims are either true or 
false 

 
Summary 
The god of Islam requires man to seek and struggle toward him.  Christianity is what God has done for you: 
reaching down to help you do something that you cannot accomplish on your own.  For the Christian, salvation is 
certain.  For the Muslim, salvation can at best be a hope.  Why?  Simply put: Jesus is alive and Mohammed is 
not. 
 

************************************************************************ 
Some information taken from: 

• So What’s the Difference, by Fritz Ridenour, published by Regal Books, 1979 
• Cults, World Religions and the Occult, by Kenneth Boa, published by Chariot Victor Publishing, 1990. 

************************************************************************ 
 

Up next: The differences between the religion of Hinduism and Christianity 
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LESSON # 16: THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
HINDUISM & BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY 

 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on 
human tradition and the basic principles of the world rather than on Christ” (Colossians 2:8-10). 
 
Lesson Aim 
Highlight the differences between Hinduism and Biblical Christianity and offer suggestions on how to 
present Biblical Christianity to a follower of Hinduism. 
 

************************************************************************ 
Note to Study Leader: While the material presented in this study may answer some questions about the basics 
of what people of the Hindu faith may believe, I believe the unique opportunity you have today is to re-affirm to 
the group the truth of Biblical Christianity.  This is why I choose to contrast the Hinduism with six basic tenets of 
what Biblical Christians believe about: 

1. Jesus Christ 
2. The Trinity 
3. Mans’ eternal spirit 
4. Mans’ sinfulness 
5. Salvation 
6. Receiving salvation 

 
Through each tenet, the truth of Christianity is presented and re-affirmed.  I encourage you not to rush through 
this lesson.  If you do not have enough time to cover all the material in one meeting, you may want to continue 
the lesson in your next meeting. 

************************************************************************ 
 
Introduction to Hinduism 
Hinduism had its beginnings when a group of people known as the Aryans conquered Northern India around 
1500 BC.  The Aryans worshipped the powers of nature - sky, stars and fire, and imposed their religion upon the 
Indians.  Their religions consisting of prayers, chants and hymns were written down and became the basis of the 
Hindu religion and way of life.  These writings are known as the Vedas or “revealed wisdom.”  This “revealed 
wisdom” is far different from what the Bible teaches. 
 
We’re going to attempt to stay within the beliefs of “mainstream” Hinduism - the basics of their belief system.  
Keep in mind though that what a person subscribing to the Hindu faith believes and how a person lives out his or 
her faith may be extremely different from what mainstream Hinduism teaches. 
 

Hinduism: I’m A God; You’re A God – Wouldn’t You Like To Be A God Too? 
(Text: Psalm 19:1-4) 

1 “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  2 Day after day they 
pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.  3 There is no speech or language where 
their voice is not heard.  4 Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.” 
 
Eastern religion teaches that all things that exist in the universe are temporary and are therefore of no 
importance.  The only thing that is important is the realm that exists beyond this world.  He wants to reach this 
realm and thinks he can reach it by completely denying the world around him by meditating on the “revealed 
wisdom” in the sacred writings. 
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Question: How does what Eastern religion teaches differ than what the God the Bible teaches? [You are a 
very important part of God’s plan on this earth.  He created you with a purpose in mind].  The Bible says: 13 “For 
you created my inmost being; 
you knit me together in my mother's womb.  14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was 
made in the secret place.  When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 16 your eyes saw my 
unformed body.  All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be” 
(Psalm 139:13-16). 
 
The Hindu concept of God 
In philosophical Hinduism, god is an “It” - One Supreme god - an impersonal god called Brahman, which is the 
universal soul 

• In popular Hinduism, there is a hierarchy of lesser gods and goddesses that have various functions 
• In reality, what Hinduism teaches about god is this: ultimately you are god. 

 
Hinduism gives each person the freedom to understand God in his own way, and to find his own path to God. 
 
Question: How is giving each person the freedom to find his own path to God differ from what the Bible 
teaches?  Some people say that there’s only one road that leads to God.  Well, that’s wrong.  There are many, 
many roads that lead you to God.  Because the Bible says one day ALL people will stand before God.  The Bible 
teaches though, that if you want to enter heaven, though, there is only ONE way – through Jesus Christ. 
Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through me” 
(John 14:6). 
 

Who Is Jesus Christ? 
According To Hinduism 
There is no special recognition of any kind given to Jesus.  Hinduism teaches that God has incarnated himself 
many times.  Jesus is just one of those many incarnations of God.  It would be easy for a Hindu to accept Jesus 
as divine and worship Him as another teacher.  But a Hindu will not believe that Jesus is the Only Son of God. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
 
Question: Who do Christians say Jesus Christ is? [Jesus is God’s one and only Eternal Son.  He is God as 
well as man.  He was sinless and died to redeem all men from sin]. 
 

************************************************************************ 
Hindus will say their religion is superior to Christianity because they are more tolerant since they teach that there 
are many ways to God and salvation.  Because of this view, a Hindu cannot include Jesus Christ in their 
collection of gods because of the unique claim that Jesus makes.  Jesus says, “No one comes to God except 
through me.”  And because of Jesus’ unique claim, a Hindu really cannot tolerate Christianity any more than a 
Christian tolerates the religion of a Hindu. 

************************************************************************ 
 

What About The Trinity? 
According To Hinduism 
Hinduism offers a trinity of gods to represent the impersonal supreme God whose name is Brahman: 

1. Brahma (not be confused with Brahman) who is the Creator 
2. Vishnu who is the Sustainer 
3. Shiva who is the Destroyer 

 
Many Hindus worship one or all three of these gods. 
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According To Biblical Christians 
16 “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven 
said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:16-17). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about the Trinity? [God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit are each equally and eternally the one true God, yet three Persons]. 
 

Does Man Have An Eternal Soul? 
According To Hinduism 
Karma is a moral law of cause and effect.  Each deed you do either builds good karma or bad karma.  All life 
goes through an endless series of births and rebirths known as reincarnation.  Each rebirth depends on the 
karma built up in past lives.  Your soul may start out as a worm and through death and through rebirth go higher 
in order until you become a human being.  Once the soul becomes a human it progresses by attaining higher 
social classes (by building good karma through each previous life).  The soul continues on this cycle of births 
and rebirths until it can break free and be joined to the infinite supreme God and universal soul. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
11 “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He who has the 
Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5:11-12). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about man’s eternal spirit? [Man has an eternal soul whose destiny 
does not depend upon an endless cycle of births and rebirths to gain salvation, but whose salvation rests upon 
the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ]. 
 

************************************************************************ 
Christianity says that the God of the Bible is in control of the processes of the universe; not an impersonal god or 
a force, but a loving, creative God who wants to be known personally and can be through Jesus Christ. 

************************************************************************ 
 

What About Sin? 
According To Hinduism 
Since each man ultimately is God, there is no sin to separate him from God.  Hinduism is a works system.  
Forgiveness of sin doesn’t even come into the picture.  Each man has many lives in which to learn all he needs 
to know to free himself of reincarnation and join Brahman.  There is no such thing as sin to be saved from. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:8-9). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about sin? [If we claim that sin does not exist, we have believed a lie 
that has been told to us]. 
 

How Does A Person Receive Salvation? 
 
According To Philosophical Hinduism 
In philosophical Hinduism, there are several ways to achieve salvation (releasing the individual soul and joining 
the infinite soul): 

• Correct works: performing moral, social and religious duties 
• Knowledge: listening to the teaching of the Upanishads, meditating by turning inward 

 
According To Popular Hinduism 
Popular Hinduism is very different from philosophical Hinduism.  It is extremely idolatrous.  A person may gain 
salvation by worshipping the images of many gods, anywhere from the supreme triad to lesser gods, down to 
village gods, in hopes of breaking through to a union with God. 
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According To Biblical Christians 
“Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who 
believes in me will never be thirsty” (John 6:35). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about receiving salvation? [Salvation is a gift of God that comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ]. 
 

Sacred Books (Authority) 
According To Hinduism 

1. The Vedas: written ancient wisdom heard directly from god.  It is timeless and eternal 
2. The Upanishads: Man’s interpretation of the Vedas.  Studying the Upanishads give men wisdom to attain 

salvation. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 

• The Bible: The Old Testament and the New Testament 
 
Summary of Hinduism in a Nutshell 

• The Upanishads teach that everything in the universe is a part of god 
• Everything that lives and breathes has an eternal soul that came from and is part of the universal soul.  

Each soul is trying to get back to this universal soul from where it came. 
• The only way to accomplish this is through reincarnation - gradually increasing in the knowledge of 

salvation through many lives until reaching a point where the soul can escape the cycle of death and 
rebirth and be joined back to this universal soul - like a drop of water joining the ocean. 

 
Suggestions For Presenting Biblical Christianity To A Person Of Hindu Faith 

• Point out that life does have meaning and purpose: “For we are God’s workmanship, created in 
Jesus Christ to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). 

• Hinduism teaches that God has been incarnate many times to teach men truths.  The Bible says that 
God became incarnate only once in the person of Jesus Christ, not just to teach, but to offer assurance 
of salvation by what He has done for us: “For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:4). 

• Stress the unique claims of Jesus.  Through Jesus Christ we have eternal life, not just a series of 
unproved reincarnations: “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the 
Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5:11-12). 

• Point out that sincerely believing something does not make it true.  Despite what Hinduism teaches sin is 
real.  Only Jesus Christ offers a solution to the problem of sin. 

 
************************************************************************ 

Some information adapted from: 
• So What’s the Difference, by Fritz Ridenour, published by Regal Books, 1979 
• Cults, World Religions and the Occult, by Kenneth Boa, published by Chariot Victor Publishing, 1990. 

************************************************************************ 
 

Up next: The difference between Mormonism (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints) and Biblical 
Christianity 
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LESSON # 17 
THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN MORMONISM & BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY 

 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). 
 
Lesson Aim 
Highlight the differences between Mormonism (The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints or LDS) 
and Biblical Christianity and offer suggestions on how to present Biblical Christianity to a follower of the 
Mormon faith. 
 

************************************************************************ 
Note: This lesson begins a series where we move away from major world religions to what many call “false or 
deceptive” Christian religions.  Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses and Christian Science fall into this class. 
 
These so-called Christian groups pick and choose want they want from Biblical Christianity and include them in 
their teachings.  Yet while their teachings include elements of Christianity and at times sound Christian, their 
teachings reject the true Biblical meaning of the language they use.  You’ll see, for instance, that when the 
Mormons talk about God the Father, their God is not what the Bible teaches.   Sound confusing?  It’s not only 
confusing but is deceptive.  And there lies the danger of these “false religions” or as some call them “cults.”  We’ll 
do our best here to clear up some of the confusion. 
 
While the material presented in this study may answer some questions about the basics of what people of the 
Mormon faith believe, I believe the unique opportunity you have today is to re-affirm to the group the truth of 
Biblical Christianity. 
 
There is a lot of information presented in this lesson and I encourage you not to rush through this lesson.  If you 
do not have enough time to cover all the material in one meeting, you may want to continue the lesson in your 
next meeting. 

************************************************************************ 
Introduction 
Mormonism began in 1820 when Joseph Smith, a young man in Western New York, was supposedly visited by 
God the Father and God the son, two separate beings, who told him not to join any church because all churches 
at that time were false.  They told him that he would establish the true church. 
 
In 1823, Joseph had another visitation, in which supposedly an angel named Moroni told him of a sacred history 
written by ancient Hebrews in America, engraved on tablets of gold and buried in a nearby hill.  Joseph was told 
that he would reveal this record to the knowledge of the world.  Joseph obtained these gold plates from the angel 
in 1827, and translated them into English by the spirit of God and the use of a sacred instrument accompanying 
the plates.  The translation was published in 1830 as the Book of Mormon. 
 
The Mormon Church has a good reputation with the public, with an emphasis on high moral standards and 
family.  But even though Mormons often display admirable traits on personal and family life, the teachings of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints are not in agreement with the teaching of the Bible. 
 
 
 

Mormonism: The True Church? 
(Text: Hebrews 1:1-2) 

1 “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through 
whom he made the universe.” 
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Who is God? 
According To Mormons 

• God is the Supreme Being of the universe, but he has not always held that position.  He gradually 
attained godhood by living a perfect life. 

• God the Father has a body of flesh and bones 
• Adam is God the Father; they are one and the same: “When our Father Adam came into the Garden of 

Eden, he came into it with a celestial body, and brought Eve, one of his wives, with him.  He helped to 
make and organize this world.  He is Michael, the Archangel, the Ancient of Days about whom holy men 
have spoken - He is our Father and our God, and the only God with whom we have to do.” - Brigham 
Young, Journal of Discourses 1:50-51, April 9, 1852. 

 
According To Biblical Christians 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). 
 
Question: What do Biblical Christians believe about God? 

• God the Father, Maker of heaven and earth, has existed eternally in perfection, and has never had less 
of His infinite power and wisdom than He has today. 

• God is Spirit  “God is spirit and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24).  
He does not have a body of flesh and bones. 

• Adam was the first created man and was never God. 
 

Who Is Jesus Christ? 
According To Mormons 

• Jesus Father is Adam.  “When the Virgin Mary conceived the child Jesus...he was not begotten by the 
Holy Ghost...Jesus our elder brother, was begotten in the flesh by the same character that was in the 
garden of Eden [Father Adam].” - Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, 1:50-51. 

• “Jesus and Satan, like the rest of us, were spirit brothers and sons of God before the spirit of Jesus was 
given a body by Mary in Bethlehem.  Jesus and Satan contended for the privilege of taking a body of 
flesh in order to become the redeemer, with Jesus winning the contest.” - Joseph Smith, Pearl of Great 
Price, Book of Moses 4:1-4. 

• After receiving a body of flesh and blood, Jesus was elevated to deity, and is referred to as “elder 
brother” and is one of many gods. 

• Christ married the two women named Mary and Martha and produced children.  If He had no offspring 
He would not have been exalted to the level of deity according to Mormon reasoning. 

• He is not so different from other men.  He is eternal, but the spirits of men are all eternal in the same 
way. 

 
According To Biblical Christianity 
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by him all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth...” (Colossians 1:15). 
 
Question: Who do Christians say Jesus Christ is? [Jesus Christ has existed eternally as God the Second 
Person of the Trinity, and then took on human nature at His birth in Bethlehem.  Since then He exists eternally as 
one Person with both divine and human natures]. 
 

What About The Trinity? 
According To Mormons 

• One God (the Father - God) is above the other gods in the universe. 
• The Father and Son each have physical bodies. 
• The Holy Spirit is an impersonal “fluid” dispensed to individuals in varying degrees. 

 
According To Biblical Christians 
“When the counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of Truth who goes out 
from the Father, he will testify about me.  And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the 
beginning” (John 15:26). 
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Question: What do Christians believe about the Trinity? [God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit are each equally and eternally the one true God, yet three Persons].  Even though the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit are three Persons, they are One God. 
 

Does Man Have An Eternal Soul? 
According To Mormons 

• All human beings and spirits, including Jesus and Satan existed as spirit beings before being born.  
Physical birth gives bodies to these spirits, and an opportunity to choose right or wrong 

• All men will go to one of three heavens.  Unbelievers go to the lowest level of heaven, the religious and 
non-Mormons go to the second level, and good Mormons go to the highest level.  The highest eventual 
reward is to become a god and rule a separate planet with his family. 

 
According To Biblical Christians 
“Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and 
everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about man’s eternal spirit? 

• There is no pre-existence of human spirits in an earlier life before our earthly existence.  The Bible does 
not teach this in any form. 

• Men will always be on a lower level than God.  We may become like Him in moral purity in heaven, but 
we never become infinite in ability or knowledge.  The Bible says nothing about populating other worlds. 

 
What About Sin 

According To Mormons 
• The fall of man was good and necessary.  Man had to disobey one of God’s commands (do not eat the 

fruit) in order to obey another (be fruitful & multiply) 
• There is no inherited sin nature from Adam, and children are born into a state of complete innocence.  

All children eventually sin and reach an age of accountability for their sins. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about sin? [A person is born spiritually dead and is in a state of 
sinfulness - inherited from Adam’s original sin]. 
 

How Does A Person Receive Salvation? 
 
According To Mormons 

• “Salvation in the kingdom of God is available because of the atoning blood of Jesus Christ.  But it is 
received only on condition of faith, repentance, baptism, and enduring to the end in keeping the 
commandments.” - Official Mormon text 

• Forgiveness of sins requires baptism by an approved Mormon priest. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“For it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith - and this is not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God - not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about receiving salvation? [Salvation is a gift of God that comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ].  We are unable to live a life good enough to meet God’s standards of perfect 
holiness.  We come to salvation by faith in the work that Christ finished on the cross, not by our own works.  
Baptism and holy living are acts of obedience to God, but not a means of gaining salvation. 
 

 
Sacred Books (Authority) 
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According To Mormons 
“We believe the Bible to be the word of God, as far as it is translated correctly; we also believe the Book of 
Mormon to be the word of God.” 

• The Bible 
• The Book of Mormon 
• Doctrine and Covenants: Joseph Smith was supposedly visited several times by heavenly messengers, 

who ordained him to the true priesthood.  He continued to have revelations from God to guide the church 
and to give more knowledge of the gospel.  Many of these revelations are published in the Doctrine and 
Covenants. 

• The Pearl of Great Price 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the Lord 
your God that I give you” (Deuteronomy 4:2). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about the Bible? 

• The Bible is the inspired Word of God 
• The Bible alone is authoritative 
• Additions to the Bible are forbidden 
• Joseph Smith is not recognized as a prophet 

 
Suggestions For Presenting The Truth Of Biblical Christianity To A Mormon * 

• Point out that the teachings of Mormonism cannot be reconciled with the Bible.  Challenge them to 
honestly compare the teachings of the Bible with the teachings of Mormonism. 

• Remember, Mormons believe that Christ’s death only pays for past sins - not all sins once and for all.  
No Mormon can claim that he has eternal life in Christ.  Their works system leads to a lack of certainty.  
The New Testament emphasizes that certainty of salvation is available for those who base salvation on 
Christ’s finished work on their behalf. 

 
* Additional commentary on the Mormon Church is continued on the next page 
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Is The Mormon Church Really The True Church? 
“We believe the Bible to be the Word of God, as far as it is translated correctly; we also believe the Book of 
Mormon to be the word of God.” - Official Mormon Text 
 
The Book Of Mormon 
Several people supposedly wrote the Book of Mormon from 600 BC to 428 AD.  According to the Book of 
Mormon: 

• A group of Jews were warned by God about the impending Babylonian Captivity, and crossed the Pacific 
Ocean into South America. 

• These Jews divided into two nations, the Nephites and the Lamanites (the Lamanites were cursed with 
dark skin because of their sin and became the ancestors of the American Indians). 

• The Nephites recorded prophecies about the coming of Christ and Christ’s visit with them in South 
America after His resurrection. 

• Before the Nephites were annihilated in a battle with the Lamanites, Mormon, a Nephite, compiled the 
divinely revealed Book of Mormon, and his son Moroni took the golden plates on which the “revelation” 
was recorded and buried them.  These plates were uncovered 1,400 years later in New York by Joseph 
Smith, who translated the plates.  The plates were inscribed with “reformed Egyptian hieroglyphics” 
which Smith was able to translate by means of a magic pair of spectacles. 

************************************************************************ 
 

A Historical Study Of The Book Of Mormon 
• The detailed history and civilization described in the Book of Mormon does not correspond to anything 

found by archaeologists anywhere in the Americas.  Nor does the Book of Mormon mention any of the 
features of civilizations that really did exist at that time in the Americas. 

• The people of the Book of Mormon were supposedly devout Jews observing the Law of Moses, but in 
the Book of Mormon there is almost no trace of their observance of Mosaic Law or even accurate 
knowledge of it. 

• Many historical statements found in the Book of Mormon had appeared in print already in 1825, (View of 
the Hebrews) just 2 years before Smith began producing the Book of Mormon.  A careful study of this 
obscure book led one Mormon church official to confess that the evidence tended to show that the Book 
of Mormon was not an ancient record but dreamed up by Smith himself, based on ideas he had read in 
the earlier book. 

• The only persons who claimed to have actually seen the gold plates were eleven close friends of Smith 
(many of them related to each other).  No disinterested third party was ever allowed to examine them. 

• Though the Book of Mormon was buried in 428 AD, the Book of Mormon contains 25,000 words 
verbatim from the 1611 AD King James Version of the Bible 

• A Smithsonian Institute publication regarding the Book of Mormon proves the Book of Mormon is a 
fantasy.  Here is an excerpt from the Smithsonian Institution Statement: “Smithsonian archaeologists see 
no direct connection between the archeology of the New World and the subject matter of the book.” 

• Over 2,000 corrections have been made in the Book of Mormon since 1830.  Smith claimed that his 
translation was divinely given.  Yet the Book still has factual errors, contradictions, and false prophecies. 

• Many doctrines that were once taught by the Mormon Church, and held to be fundamental, essential and 
“eternal” have been abandoned. 

• Mormons accept the King James translation insofar as it is “correctly translated.”  What determines 
correct translation?  Mormon doctrine.  When Mormon doctrine is contrary to Biblical passages, those 
passages are “improperly translated.”  Yet many passages from the King James translation have been 
accepted without change. 

 
Other Notes 

• Joseph Smith claimed to be a prophet and frequently prophesied about future events “by the power of 
God.”  Many of the prophecies are recorded in the LDS scripture Doctrine and Covenants.  Almost none 
have been fulfilled. 

• Many Mormon historians have been excommunicated from the church for publishing their findings on the 
truth of Mormon history. 
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************************************************************************ 
Some of this information in this lesson is adapted from: 

• Dr. John Bechtle, Eden Communications, www.ChristianAnswers.Net, 1998. 
• Richard Packham, www.exmormon.org, 1997. 
• So What’s the Difference, by Fritz Ridenour, published by Regal Books, 1979 
• Cults, World Religions and the Occult, by Kenneth Boa, published by Chariot Victor Publishing, 1990. 

************************************************************************ 
 

Up Next: The differences between Jehovah’s Witnesses & Biblical Christianity 
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LESSON # 18 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES & BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY 

 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“Thomas said to him [Jesus], “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). 
 
Lesson Aim 
Highlight the differences between Jehovah’s Witnesses and Biblical Christianity and offer suggestions 
on how to present Biblical Christianity to a follower of the Jehovah’s Witnesses faith. 
 

************************************************************************ 
Note: This lesson continues a series on what many call “false or deceptive” Christian religions.  Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, like Mormonism and Christian Science fall into this class. 
 
These so-called Christian groups pick and choose want they want from Biblical Christianity and include them in 
their teachings.  Yet while their teachings include elements of Christianity and at times sound Christian, their 
teachings reject the true Biblical meaning of the language they use.  You’ll see, for instance, that when 
Jehovah’s Witnesses talk about Jesus Christ, their Jesus is nowhere near what the Bible teaches about Him.  
Sound confusing?  It’s not only confusing but is deceptive.  And there lies the danger of these “false religions” or 
as some call them “cults.”  We’ll do our best here to clear up some of the confusion. 
 
While the material presented in this study may answer some questions about the basics of what people of the 
Jehovah’s Witness faith believe, I believe the unique opportunity you have today is to re-affirm to the group the 
truth of Biblical Christianity. 
 
There is a lot of information presented in this lesson and I encourage you not to rush through this lesson.  If you 
do not have enough time to cover all the material in one meeting, you may want to continue the lesson in your 
next meeting. 

************************************************************************ 
 
Introduction 
Few people, including many Biblical Christians, know much about what Jehovah’s Witnesses believe.  What they 
do believe is far from Biblical Christianity.  Jehovah’s Witnesses place reason above the teaching of the Bible.  
Therefore they reject anything in Scripture that they don’t understand.  So, among other things, Jehovah’s 
Witness reject: 

• That Jesus Christ is God 
• That the Holy Spirit is God 
• The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ 

 
What Jehovah’s Witnesses do believe is that their organization, The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, is the 
sole channel for the distributing the truth about God.  Therefore, what Jehovah’s Witnesses accept is the 
information that the Watchtower Society feeds them without questioning its accuracy. 
 

Jehovah’s Witnesses: They Get Some Things Right, But Get A Whole Lot Wrong 
(Text: John 20:19-29) 

19 “On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 20 After he said 
this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
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21 Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." 22 And with that 
he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are 
forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven." 
 
24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So 
the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" 
But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, 
and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it." 
 
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors 
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop 
doubting and believe." 
 
28 Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"  29 Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, 
you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 
 

Who is God? 
 
According To Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Jehovah is the only Creator, the only Sustainer, the only Savior. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
2 “God also said to Moses, "I am the LORD. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God 
Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known to them” (Exodus 6:2-3). 
 
Question: What do Biblical Christians believe about God? [He is the Almighty God, the Lord God.  He is God 
the Father, the source of all creation, and has existed eternally with God the Son and God the Holy Spirit]. 
 
The New World Translation (the Jehovah’s Witnesses translation of the Bible) uses the name Jehovah for God.  
Jehovah’s Witnesses believe this is the only name for God.  Yet this name is never used for God in the original 
scriptures.  Jehovah is a name or title of God, meaning “Lord,” i.e.: Jehovah-Jireh - The Lord will provide; 
Jehovah-shalom - The Lord is peace. 
 
In order to answer many of the claims that Jehovah’s Witnesses try to prove, chief among them that there is only 
Jehovah and He alone is God, you must be absolutely sure that Jesus Christ is God, and that He was bodily 
resurrected.  So we will spend a good part of our lesson today looking at these two truths. 
 

Who Is Jesus Christ? 
According To Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Jesus Christ was the first creation of Jehovah and Jehovah used Christ to create everything else.  Jesus Christ 
was a perfect man.  However, before His earthly life, Jesus was Michael the archangel.  When Christ came to 
earth He was stripped of His angelic nature and became a man.  Jesus was resurrected not bodily, but as a 
spirit.  Therefore, Jesus’ return will be spiritual and not physical.  Jesus was and is and always will be 
underneath Jehovah.  Jehovah and Christ are not co-equal. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“... O great and powerful God whose name is the Lord Almighty” (Jeremiah 32:18). 
 
Question: Who do Christians say Jesus Christ is? [Jesus Christ in the New Testament is the Jehovah in the 
Old Testament].  “Jehovah” is used in the Bible for both God the Father and God the Son.  Although they are 
distinct Persons they may each be called Jehovah because they each are God. 
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The Deity Of Christ Is Taught In The Scriptures 
“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe that God raised Him form the dead, you 
will be saved” (Romans 10:9). 
 
If you remember, the name Jehovah means “Lord.”  The word used for “Lord” in the verse we just read is the 
Greek word for Jehovah in the Septuagint (the Greek version of the Old Testament.  Christ is called Lord over 
500 times in the New Testament, yet Jehovah’s Witnesses refuse to recognize this. 
 
Question: Why do Christians believe that Jesus Christ is God?  Because: 

• Jesus’ attributes show He is God: Jesus knows all things, is all-powerful, sinless, eternal and 
unchanging.  Only God possesses these attributes. 

• Jesus’ works show He is God: Jesus has the power to forgive sins, give eternal life, judge the world and 
control nature.  Only God can do these things. 

• Christ received worship as God.  Angels and men worship Jesus, and yet only God is to be worshipped.  
Christ said worship is due to God alone, yet He accepted worship. 

• Christ is prior to creation: “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For 
by him all things were created...” (Colossians 1:15-16).  Jehovah’s Witnesses say that God created 
Jesus.  Jesus is not created but “firstborn”, which means “heir.”  Christ is heir of all things. 

• Jesus Christ is equal with God: When Jesus says, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30).  Jehovah’s 
Witnesses believe this means that Christ was one with God in purpose, not in nature and essence.  Yet 
the Jews who crucified Jesus understood Jesus claimed to be God.  That is why they crucified Him; not 
for what He had done, but for Who He claimed to be.  Jesus claimed to be God, not “one with God in 
purpose.” 

 
To deny that God became a man and sacrificed His life for our sins, Jehovah’s Witnesses must change and 
ignore many passages of Scripture. 
 

Jesus’ Resurrection 
“But the truth is that Christ has been raised from the dead...” (1 Corinthians 15:20). 
 
According To Jehovah’s Witnesses, Jesus Christ was raised as a divine spirit, not bodily.  The Man who was 
Jesus is dead.  According To Biblical Christians, Jesus Christ was bodily resurrected.  The Bible says, 36 “While 
they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with 
you."  37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, "Why are you 
troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch 
me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have." 
 
40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it 
because of joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?" 42 They gave him a 
piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. 
 
44 He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  45 Then he opened their minds so 
they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and 
rise from the dead on the third day” (Luke 24:36-46). 
 
Jehovah’s Witnesses cannot explain what happened to Jesus’ body.  Again, because they refuse to believe 
anything they cannot explain, the bodily resurrection remains a mystery to them.  But the truth still remains that 
Jesus Christ was bodily raised from the dead and is alive today! 

 



CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS & EXPLORING THE BIBLE 

Dad’s and Kids Together in God’s Word   73 
 

What About The Trinity? 
According To Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Since Jehovah’s Witnesses cannot understand the Trinity by reason, they reject that the Holy Spirit is God and 
therefore not coequal with Jehovah.  The Holy Spirit is an impersonal force of God, not a Person.  Likewise, 
because there is only Jehovah God, they deny that Jesus Christ is God.  Therefore, Jehovah’s Witnesses must 
deny the Biblical Christian truth of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“When the counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of Truth who goes out 
from the Father, he will testify about me.  And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the 
beginning” (John 15:26). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about the Trinity? [God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit are each equally and eternally the one true God, yet three Persons]. 
 

Does Man Have An Eternal Soul? 
According To Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Man does not possess an eternal soul and the soul is not separate from the body.  Jehovah’s Witnesses also 
believe there is no hell.  For them, it is unreasonable and contrary to God’s love. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“These, then, will be sent off to eternal punishment, but the righteous will go to eternal life” (Matthew 
25:46). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about man’s eternal spirit? [Man has an eternal spirit that exists after 
it departs the body at physical death].  The Jehovah’s Witness claim that there is no hell distorts the Bible’s view 
of the reality and seriousness of sin and God’s holiness that cannot allow sin in His presence. 
 

What About Sin? 
According To Jehovah’s Witnesses 
When Jesus died on the cross it was as a man and a man’s death is not enough to atone for the world’s sins.  
Jesus’ death on the cross only removed the effect of Adam’s sin and put man in a position to work out his own 
salvation. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“So then, as the one sin [Adam’s disobedience] condemned all people, in the same way the one 
righteous act [Jesus’ death on the cross] sets all people free and gives them life” (Romans 5:18). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about sin? [All people have inherited Adam’s sinful nature & are born 
spiritually dead.  It is this condition that separates us from God and why we need a Savior]. 
 

How Does A Person Receive Salvation? 
According To Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Jehovah’s Witnesses are well known for going door to door to tell people about their faith.  They witness so 
much because they are working hard to earn their salvation.  They do not believe in hell so there is no fear of 
eternal punishment.  What they fear though is that they will not meet Jehovah’s standards for salvation.  Those 
who do not measure up to Jehovah’s standards will be annihilated; their soul will cease to exist.  The only way to 
escape that fate is by accepting and preaching the doctrines of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“I am telling you the truth: those who hear my words and believe in him who sent me have eternal life.  
They will be not be judged, but have already passed from death to life” (John 5:24). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about receiving salvation? [Salvation is a gift of God that comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ].  We are unable to live a good enough life in order to meet God’s standards of 
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perfect holiness.  We come to salvation by the work of Christ, not by our own works.  Holy living is an act of 
obedience to God, but not a means of gaining salvation. 
 
Those who accept Jesus as Savior receive eternal life.  The Bible says, “Some, however, did receive him and 
believed in him; so he gave them the right to become God’s children” (John 1:12). 
 
You and I only have this one lifetime to accept Jesus and become a child of God.  There is no second chance, 
as Jehovah’s Witnesses would tell you.  And for those who choose to reject Jesus Christ, there is eternal 
punishment: “If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of 
fire” (Revelation 20:15). 
 

Sacred Books (Authority) 
 
According To Jehovah’s Witnesses 
The Bible: The “New World Translation.”  However, the real authority of the Jehovah’s Witnesses is their 
interpretation of Scripture.  The Literature and doctrine of Jehovah’s Witnesses act as infallible interpreters of 
Scripture.  According to Jehovah’s Witnesses, the New World Translation is the only correct translation of the 
Bible.  Who writes this literature and interpretation of the Bible is unknown, since in most cases the work is 
anonymous. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the Lord 
your God that I give you” (Deuteronomy 4:2). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about the Bible? 

• The Bible is the inspired Word of God 
• The Bible alone is authoritative 
• Additions to or subtractions from the Bible are forbidden 

 
************************************************************************ 

Since Jehovah’s Witnesses think that the Bible (other than their translation) cannot really mean what it says (for 
example, that Jesus is God, and that everlasting life is a gift that you can have right now rather than something 
to be worked for and attained in the future), they feel justified in changing the Scriptures to fit their doctrine. 
 
For example the Bible says: “In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was 
God” (John 1:1). 
 
But in the New World Translation, John 1:1 says: “In the beginning was the Word, and the word was a 
god”…See the difference?  That one little word “a” makes a lot of difference. 
 
The only reason that makes sense that it would be translated this way is if there was more than one true God.  
But nowhere in the Bible does it mention that there is more than one true God.  Therefore the standard 
translation, not the Jehovah’s Witnesses translation is the only one that makes sense. 

************************************************************************ 
 
Suggestions For Presenting The Truth Of Biblical Christianity To A Jehovah’s Witness 

• Jehovah’s Witnesses must follow the teachings of their organization.  Therefore the Watch Tower 
Society, not the Bible, becomes their real authority for truth.  Pray for their eyes to be opened to the truth 
of the Bible, not the teachings of the WT Society. 

• Trying to teach them will close your door of opportunity.  Instead, use their teaching to reach them.  Pick 
your topic, i.e.: The deity of Jesus Christ or the resurrection.  Ask what they believe, and ask why they 
believe it.  Then point out passages in your Bible (not theirs) that say what the truth is.  Let the Holy 
Spirit (who is God) open their eyes to the truth.  You are God’s instrument.  Plant the seed and let God 
do the rest. 
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• Show them that Jesus Christ is Jehovah God.  Their system crumbles when Christ is seen to be 
Jehovah God. 

• Challenge them to abide by the Bible and not the WT teachings. 
 
* Summary of What Jehovah’s Witnesses Beleive 
 

************************************************************************ 
Some of this information in this lesson is taken from: 

• So What’s the Difference, by Fritz Ridenour, published by Regal Books, 1979 
• Cults, World Religions and the Occult, by Kenneth Boa, published by Chariot Victor Publishing, 1990. 
• How do Jehovah’s Witnesses teachings about Christ compare with the Scriptures, Mark Van Bebber, 

Eden Communications, www.ChristianAnswers.Net, 1998. 
• The Watchman Expositor, www.watchman.org 

************************************************************************ 
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A Summary of Jehovah’s Witnesses Beliefs 
Jehovah’s Witnesses are right in some things, but wrong in all of the major doctrines of the Biblical 
Christianity: 
• Right in believing that the Bible is the Word of God. 
• Wrong in thinking that the Bible cannot be understood apart from the literature published by the 

Watchtower Society. 
 

• Right in believing in creation rather than evolution. 
• Wrong in believing that Jesus is a created being. 

 
• Right in teaching the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
• Wrong in teaching that He was raised as a spirit and not bodily 

 
• Right in believing that Jehovah is the only true and living God. 
• Wrong in rejecting the doctrine of the Trinity. 

 
• Right in believing that Jesus is the Son of God. 
• Wrong in not believing that He is God the Son. 

 
• Right in believing that Jesus is Mighty God. 
• Wrong in not believing that He is Almighty God. 

 
• Right in honoring and worshipping Jehovah. 
• Wrong in not recognizing that Jesus is Jehovah, and in refusing to worship Him. 

 
• Right in recognizing that the Bible speaks of pure religion. 
• Wrong in thinking that the Watchtower Society is the one true religion. 

 
• Right in recognizing the importance of good works. 
• Wrong in believing that works are a condition of salvation. 

 
• Right in teaching the Second Coming of Christ. 
• Wrong in believing that Christ returned in 1914. 

 
• Right in believing in the Kingdom of God. 
• Wrong in believing that it is being established through the Watchtower Society. 

 
• Right in translating in the Word of God. 
• Wrong in perverting the New World Translation to suit their own doctrines. 

************************************************************************ 
 

Up Next: The differences between Christian Science & Biblical Christianity 
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LESSON # 19 CHRISTIAN SCIENCE & BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY 
 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“The god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4). 
 
Lesson Aim 
Highlight the differences between Christian Science and Biblical Christianity and offer suggestions on 
how to present Biblical Christianity to a follower of Christian Science. 
 

********************************************************************** 
Note: This lesson continues a series on what many call “false or deceptive” Christian religions.  Christian 
Science, like Mormonism and Jehovah’s Witnesses fall into this class. 
 
These so-called Christian groups pick and choose want they want from Biblical Christianity and include them in 
their teachings.  Yet while their teachings include elements of Christianity and at times sound Christian, their 
teachings reject the true Biblical meaning of the language they use.  You’ll see, for instance, that when Christ 
Scientists talk about the Holy Spirit, their Holy Spirit is nowhere near what the Bible teaches about Him.  Sound 
confusing?  It’s not only confusing but is deceptive.  And there lies the danger of these “false religions” or as 
some call them “cults.”  We’ll do our best here to clear up some of the confusion. 
 
While the material presented in this study may answer some questions about the basics of what people of the 
Christian Science faith believe, I believe the unique opportunity you have today is to re-affirm to the group the 
truth of Biblical Christianity. 

************************************************************************ 
 
Introduction 
The Christian Science Church claims to be the only true church.  However, the teachings of Christian Science 
deny, among other things: 

• The Biblical Christian Trinity 
• That Jesus Christ is God 
• The existence of sin 
• The need for salvation 
• As a matter of fact, the teachings of Christian Science go against every basic Biblical Christian belief. 

 
Christian Science was founded by the writings and teaching of Mary Baker Eddy.  The basis that she formed 
Christian Science upon goes something like this: 

• God is in everything and is everything 
• God is Mind (Spirit), therefore Mind (Spirit) is all. 
• Since Spirit is all, everything that is not spirit does not exist 
• Since matter is not Spirit, matter (anything physical) does not exist 
• Therefore physical things such as disease, sin, death, and evil do not exist. 

 
Christian Science: There’s Nothing Christian Or Scientific About It 

(Text: Colossians 1:15-20) 
15 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by him all things were 
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from 
among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all 
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his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth 
or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.” 
 

Who is God? 
 
According To Christian Scientists 
God is all.  God is Mind, Principle, Life, Intelligence.  God is an impersonal Principle, not a Person. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“...The Lord is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made” (Psalm 145:13). 
 
Question: What do Biblical Christians believe about God? [God is a Person.  He created all things, both 
physical and spiritual, and made man the crown jewel of His creation]. 
 
God created us to reflect His own image - His nature and attributes: God creates, so we are creative; God loves, 
so we are loving; God is moral, so we have moral values; God gives, so we are giving.  These are attributes of a 
person, not an impersonal principle. 
 

Who Is Jesus Christ? 
According To Christ Scientists 
“As a drop of water is one with the ocean, a ray of light with the sun, even so God and man, Father and son, are 
one in being” (Science and Health, pg. 361). 
 
Here are a few statements about Jesus Christ, found in Science and Health, the sacred book of Christian 
Science: 

• Jesus is the Son of God but not God. 
• Jesus is no different than other men because all men are part of God. 
• Jesus the person is an outstanding man and a great teacher, but not God. 
• Jesus’ crucifixion only demonstrated true goodness and affection toward mankind. 

 
According To Biblical Christians 
“I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). 
 
Question: Who do Christians say Jesus Christ is? [Jesus Christ is God]. 

• Jesus became a man, with flesh and blood, and is the visible image of God. 
• Jesus Christ exists as one Person with both divine and human natures. 
• When Jesus shed His blood on the cross, He once and for all time fully satisfied God’s requirement for 

the payment for all man’s sins. 
 

************************************************************************ 
• Christian Science says: “The invisible Christ was imperceptible to the so called senses, whereas Jesus 

[the man] appeared as a bodily existence.”  If, according to Christian Science, that anything physical, like 
your body, is not real, then why did Jesus become a man anyway?  What sense does it make if Jesus 
appeared as a man with a physical body, if our physical bodies do not exist? 

• Christian Science teaches that Jesus was a great teacher but not God.  Jesus did not leave the option of 
being only a great teacher open.  “As we face the claims [that Christ made about Himself], there are only 
three possibilities: either he was a liar, he was crazy or the Truth.  If we say He is not the Truth, we 
automatically affirm one of the other alternatives...Even those who deny [that He is God] affirm that they 
think Jesus was a great moral Teacher.  They fail to realize that those two statements are a 
contradiction.  Jesus could hardly be a great moral teacher if, on the most crucial point of his teaching, 
i.e.: his identity, he was a deliberate liar.” (Paul Little, Know Why You Believe, pg. 17). 

************************************************************************ 
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What Is Matter? 

According To Christ Scientists 
“Man is not matter; he is not made up of brain, blood, bones and other material elements.  The Scriptures inform 
us that man is made in the image and likeness of God.  Matter is not that likeness...Man is spiritual and 
perfect...He is...the reflection of God, or Mind, and therefore eternal; that which has no separate mind from God, 
that which has not a single quality underived from Deity...” (Science and Health, pg. 139). 
 
Only Principle (God) exists and everything else is illusion.  There is no physical matter.  Material things such as 
person’s body are not real.  In other words, we only exist in God’s mind. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“The Word [Jesus] became a human being, full or grace and truth.  We saw his glory, the glory which he 
received as the Father’s only Son” (John 1:14). - Today’s English Version. 
 
What a person sees, smells, touches, hears, and feels is real.  Jesus demonstrated that matter is real.  He 
became flesh.  He was hungry.  He gave others food to eat. 
 

What About The Trinity? 
According To Christ Scientists 

• The Trinity is Life, Truth, and Love. 
• The Holy Spirit is Christian Science itself. 

 
According To Biblical Christians 
“When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out 
from the Father, he will testify about me” (John 15:26). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about the Trinity? [God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit are each equally and eternally the one true God, yet three Persons]. 
 
God the Father, Author & Creator; God the Son, The Savior; and God the Holy Spirit, The Counselor and 
Teacher are Persons, not principles as Christian Science teaches.  Principles by themselves do not create, 
physically appear, or teach.  A person, not a principle does these things. 
 

Does Man Have An Eternal Soul? 
 
According To Christ Scientists 
No.  Man exists as part of God, since God is all.  Therefore, since God is eternal, man is eternal.  Since God is 
good, and all is God, then man, who is part of God, is good. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life” (Matthew 25:46). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about man’s eternal spirit? [Man has an eternal spirit that exists after 
it departs the body at physical death].  Man’s spirit lives either in God’s presence forever or is forever shut out of 
His majesty based on the choice he makes in his lifetime. 
 

What About Sin? 
According To Christ Scientists 
“Man is incapable of sin, sickness, and death.” (Science and Health).  Sin, disease and death are illusions.  The 
illusion of sin, evil, disease and death is seen as real because of “Mortal Mind.”  Mortal Mind is full of error 
because it is in opposition to the Divine Mind, which is good. 
 

************************************************************************ 
Here’s an embarrassing problem for Christian Science: If all things that exist are good because God is in them, 
then how can Mortal Mind, which is evil, exist? 
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************************************************************************ 
 
Biblical Christians 
“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death 
came to all men, because all sinned...” (Romans 5:12). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about mans’ sinfulness? [Sin is real.  It originates in the heart of man, 
and separates man from God].  The ultimate result of sin is death.  Man cannot escape the physical death of the 
body, but man can have a Spirit filled soul through Jesus Christ that will live forever in God’s Presence. 
 

************************************************************************ 
I do not believe that Jesus Christ left perfect union and fellowship with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit, to 
willingly die a horrible death for all men because of an illusion - something that does not exist. 

************************************************************************ 
 

How Does A Person Receive Salvation? 
According To Christ Scientists 
“The material blood of Jesus was [no more effective] to cleanse from sin when it was shed upon the ‘accursed 
tree,’ than when it was flowing in his veins as he went daily about his Father’s business.” (Science and Health, 
pg.25). 
 
Man is not in a sinful state and is incapable of sin.  Therefore man is not in need of a savior.  Salvation consists 
of deliverance from mental error 
 

************************************************************************ 
Why does the quote from Science and Health in the section above speak of “Jesus’ material blood”, “sin”, and 
“business”?  All of these things are material things, which in the Christian Science view do not even exist. 

************************************************************************ 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; 
by his wounds you have been healed” (1 Peter 2:24). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about receiving salvation? [Salvation is a gift of God that comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ]. 

• Men are in need of salvation not because of incorrect thinking.  Man is in need of salvation because of 
sin.  Sin originates not in the mind but in the heart of man, and creates a chasm between God and man 
so deep and wide that is impassable by anything we can do by ourselves.  The cross is the only way to 
bridge the chasm between God and man. 

• What we owe God because of our sin is a debt so large that we cannot possibly begin to repay it by 
ourselves.  Not one person has sufficient resources within themselves to pay off the debt.  But because 
Jesus is 100% man, thus able to pay the penalty for a man; and 100% God, thus able to satisfy an 
infinite penalty against an infinite God, Jesus’ shed blood satisfied God’s requirement for the payment of 
sin, and fully paid the debt we owe that we could not pay. 

 
Sacred Books (Authority) 

According To Christ Scientists 
• The Bible 
• Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures 

 
In regard to the Bible: 

• Mrs. Eddy claims that the Bible is in error in at least 300,000 places in the New Testament. 
• Mrs. Eddy claimed that the Bible is her only authority and her only textbook.  However, she stated that a 

Christian Scientist should use her book for a textbook because God was its author and that it is the voice 
of reason to this age. 
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In regard to Science and Health with Keys to the Scriptures: 

• She claims that she was inspired by a direct revelation from God when she wrote Science and Health.  
Science and Health is unerring and divine and is the only correct interpretation of the Bible.  In fact, the 
Bible is only useful when interpreted by Science and Health. 

 
************************************************************************ 

Mary Baker Eddy was not well educated and new almost nothing about philosophy, logic, theology, Hebrew, 
Greek or biblical history.  Consequently, Science and Health is full of errors in philosophy, history and logic and 
theology.  The earliest editions were full of grammar errors that had to be corrected in later editions.  All this is 
quite strange if this book is indeed inspired by God. 

************************************************************************ 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the Lord 
your God that I give you” (Deuteronomy 4:2). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about the Bible? 

• The Bible is the inspired Word of God 
• The Bible alone is authoritative 
• Additions to or subtractions from the Bible are forbidden 

 
Summary of Christian Science 
Christian Science philosophy is inconsistent.  Since Christian Science teaches that God is good and God is all, 
there should be no room for things such as error or wrong thinking. 
Even the name, Christian Science is not logical: Christian Science’ statements are far from the teachings of 
Biblical Christianity & scientists would not agree with Christian Science’ statements that matter does not exist. 
 
 
Presenting The Truth Of Biblical Christianity To A Christian Scientist: 

• Provide evidence that Jesus Christ is God and that He died to save us very real sin. 
• Point put that Christian Scientists are gambling their eternal destiny on the hope that Mary Baker Eddy is 

right and that Jesus Christ is wrong.  Christian Scientists gain little if they are right, but lose everything if 
Jesus is right. 

• Christian Scientists tell followers to deny their five senses with regard to evil, sickness and death.  So 
why should these followers accept what their senses tell them and believe what they hear or read about 
Christian Science? 

 
************************************************************************ 

Some of the information in this lesson is adapted from: 
• So What’s the Difference, by Fritz Ridenour, published by Regal Books, 1979 
• Cults, World Religions and the Occult, by Kenneth Boa, published by Chariot Victor Publishing, 1990. 

************************************************************************ 
 

Up next: The World Religion & Cult Quiz 
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LESSON # 20: WORLD RELIGION & CULT QUIZ 
 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). 
 
Lesson Aim 
Review what followers of world religions and cults believe 

 
************************************************************************ 

Note: I hope you have fun with this “quiz” today.  Since there is a lot of information presented here, you may 
want to hi-light a few questions for your group to discuss today.  One suggestion: pick and choose those 
questions that will again give you one more opportunity to re-affirm the truth of Biblical Christianity. 

************************************************************************ 
 
Quick Review 
Question: Aren’t Christianity and other religions really just about the same? [No.  Many people assume 
that all religions are basically the same, making the same claims and essentially doing what Christianity does, 
but in slightly different terms].  Though there are similarities, the differences are much greater. 
 
Question: What is the main difference between Christianity and other religions? [Christianity is a personal 
relationship with the living God - Jesus Christ - not a religion].  Religions are what man does for God - trying to 
please and work their way toward Him.  Christianity is what God does for us: God seeks and reaches down to 
help us come to Him. 
 

World Religion & Cult Jeopardy 
(Please answer in the form of a question) 

 
Who Is God? 

1) These followers have no personal relationship with God: [Who are Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Mormons, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses & Christian Scientists?]. 
 
2) These followers would say that God is an impersonal it: [Who are Hindus & Christian Scientists?]. 
 
3) Followers of these religions would say that their god is unknowable: [Who are Hindus & Muslims?]. 
 
4) Followers of these faiths would say that there is only One God and would deny that there is a Trinity: 
[Who are Muslims, Jews & Jehovah’s Witnesses?]. 
 
5) Followers of these religions believe that there is only One God, thus denying the Trinity, yet you 
would find in their scriptures that God also is referred to as “we” & “our”: [Who are Jews and Muslims?]. 
 

Who Is Jesus Christ? 
1) Followers of this deceptive Christian faith believe that Jesus is a created being: [Who are Jehovah’s 
Witnesses?]. 
 
2) Followers of these religions and deceptive Christian faiths deny the Biblical Christian belief that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God & is God the Son: [Who are Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Christian Scientists?].  To the Jews, Jesus is not the awaited Messiah; To the Muslims, Jesus is a prophet; To 
the Hindus, Jesus is just another god to be worshipped; To the Mormons, Jesus is one of many gods; to the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Jesus is a god below Jehovah; to the Christian Scientists, Jesus the man is not God, but 
Christ the principle is perfect. 
 

What About The Trinity? 
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1) Followers of these religions and deceptive Christian faiths reject the Biblical Christian Trinity: [Who 
are Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, and Christian Scientists].  To the Jews & Muslims, 
God is only One; The Hindus have their own form of a Trinity; To the Jehovah’s Witnesses & Mormons, the Holy 
Spirit is not a Person; To Christian Scientists, the Holy Spirit is Christian Science. 
 

Does Man Have An Eternal Soul? 
1) Followers of this religion say that man’s soul is on a cycle of endless births and rebirths known as 
reincarnation: [Who are Hindus?]. 
 
2) Followers of these deceptive Christian faiths would tell you that man does not have an eternal soul: 
[Who are Jehovah’s Witnesses & Christian Scientists]. 
 

What About Sin? 
1) Followers of these faiths will tell you that there is no such thing as sin to be saved from: [Who are 
Hindus & Christian Scientists?]. 
 
2) Followers of this religion will tell you that since each man ultimately is God, there is no sin to separate 
him from God: [Who are Hindus?]. 
 

Source of Authority (Sacred Book) 
1) Match The Book With The Religion Or Cult: 

• Qur’an [Islam] 
• New World Translation of the Bible [Jehovah’s Witnesses] 
• Torah [Judaism] 
• Upanishads [Hindu] 
• Science and Health [Christian Science] 
• Book of Mormon [Mormonism] - you flunk if you miss this one 

 
2) Followers of this deceptive Christian faith say that the Bible cannot be understood apart from the 
literature published by its organization: [Who are the Jehovah’s Witnesses?]. 
 
3) Followers of these religions and deceptive Christian faiths say that the Bible is incorrect when it 
differs with their sacred book: [Who are the Jew, Muslims, Hindus, Mormons, JWs, & Christian Scientists]. 
 
4) These sacred scriptures contradict themselves: [What are the Upanishads (Hindu) & the Qur’an (Islam)?]. 
 
5) The sacred scripture of this religion borrows parts of Judaism & Christianity, yet overrides their 
teachings when it conflicts with its own teachings: [What is the Qur’an (Islam)?]. 
 

How Does A Person Receive Salvation? 
1) This religion says that the only way to accomplish salvation is by gaining knowledge through many 
lives until the soul can escape the cycle of reincarnation and be joined to the universal soul: [What is 
Hinduism?]. 
 
2) This deceptive Christian faith says that when Jesus died on the cross he was only a man and a man’s 
death is not enough to atone for the world’s sins: [What is Jehovah’s Witnesses]. 
 
3) Followers of these religions and deceptive Christian faiths say that there is no need for a savior or 
salvation: [Who are Jews, Hindus and Christian Scientists?]. 
 
4) Followers of these religions and deceptive Christian faiths will tell you that you must earn your 
salvation: [Who are Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christian Scientists?]. 
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I’m Sorry That’s The Wrong Answer, But Thank You For Playing 
  1) Which faiths, according to its beliefs, do not give its followers any assurance of salvation even if 
they follow all their rules and work hard? [Islam & Jehovah’s Witnesses]. 
 
  2) For which deceptive Christian faith does modern archeology show absolutely no evidence for its 
claims of an ancient civilization in Central Americas as recorded in its sacred book? [Mormonism]. 
 
  3) In which religion is Jesus regarded as a sinless prophet? [Islam]. 
 
  4) Which religion says that all religions are a path to salvation? [Hinduism]. 
 
  5) Which deceptive Christian faith’s sacred book, believed to be the direct & final revelation from God, 
has been revised and corrected many times? [Mormonism (over 2,000 times), Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Christian Science]. 
 
  6) Which religion teaches that a person has many lives in which to reach salvation? [Hinduism]. 
 
  7) Which religion and deceptive Christian faith says that sin is an illusion? [Hinduism & Christian 
Science]. 
 
  8) Which deceptive Christian faith says that Jesus is the first creation of God? [Jehovah’s Witnesses]. 
 
  9) Which deceptive Christian faith say that Christ’s’ death only removes the guilt of past sins and puts a 
person in the position to work out his salvation? [Mormonism & Jehovah’s Witnesses]. 
 
10) Which deceptive Christian faith says that Jesus is the Son of God but is not God the Son? [Jehovah’s 
Witnesses]. 
 
11) Which deceptive Christian faith says that salvation is a progression toward becoming a god? 
[Mormonism]. 
 
12) Which religion says that salvation is in part, hopefully achieved through reciting a creed? [Islam]. 
 
13) Which religions or deceptive Christian faiths reject the Biblical Christian doctrine of the Trinity? [All]. 
 
14) Which religion or deceptive Christian faith rejects Jesus Christ as God? [All]. 
 

Bonus Section 
Why is it impossible in “works” religions to have assurance of salvation? [Because you never know and 
you never can know if you’ve done enough works to earn salvation.  How many is enough?].  Therefore, in any 
“works” religion, it would be impossible to ever have assurance of your salvation. 
 
Why does Christianity alone offer assurance of salvation? [Jesus does something for us we cannot do for 
ourselves].  He offers His power to live as we should, He forgives us of our sins, He cleanses us from our sins 
and gives to us His own righteousness, all as a free gift. 
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LESSON # 21: IT’S JUST THE SAME OLD SONG: 
THE NEW AGE 

 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
9 What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the 
sun.  10 Is there anything of which one can say, "Look! This is something new"?  It was here already, 
long ago; it was here before our time” (Ecclesiastes 1:9-10). 
 
Lesson Aim 
Highlight the differences between The New Age and Biblical Christianity, and offer suggestions on how to 
present Biblical Christianity to a follower of the New Age. 
 

************************************************************************ 
Note: This lesson on the New Age is not included in the “Major World Religion” category or the “Deceptive 
Christian Faith” category because it is really neither.  It is related most closely with the Hindu faith, but it also 
combines elements of Christianity.  So the New Age is not a “religion,” but more of a movement. 
 
While the material presented in this study may answer some questions about the basics of the New Age, I 
believe the unique opportunity you have today is again to re-affirm to the group the truth of Biblical Christianity. 

************************************************************************ 
 
Introduction 
“When I use a word...it means just what I choose it to mean - neither more or less.” 

(Humpty Dumpty) 
 
Mr. Dumpty describes perfectly the theme of what is called the “New Age”: There is no longer any objective 
standard of truth.  The New Age does away with God’s Word as the standard for truth. 
 
Question: How is this different from what Biblical Christians believe? [Christians believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Author of all truth, not because they have decided this is true, but because Jesus Christ teaches it.  Jesus 
says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through me” (John 
14:6). 
 
The New Age is not an organized religion or cult that is easily identified by the beliefs of its followers.  The New 
Age is an assortment of groups and individuals who believe that revolutionary truths that have up until now been 
unknown or forgotten are dawning upon mankind.  Along with this false teaching comes the belief that society 
stands on the brink of unparalleled heights of spiritual achievement. 
 

It’s Just The Same Old Thing 
(Text: Genesis 3:1-5) 

1 “Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the 
woman, "Did God really say, `You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"  2 The woman said to the 
serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, `You must not eat fruit from 
the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' "  4 "You will not 
surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 
 
The Beginning Of The New Age Movement 
“...Did God really say...?” (Genesis 3:1). 
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The Bible pinpoints the exact moment in history when the “New Age” began.  The New Age had its beginning in 
the Garden of Eden.  Satan suggested to Adam and Eve that God did not have the exclusive right to make 
statements about truth or morality: “...Did God really say...?” 
 
Satan’s goal was for Adam and Eve to question that anything certain could be known about God, what He said, 
or the world that He created.  So Adam and Eve had a choice to make: (1) Obey God or (2) Go their own way 
and make decisions based not upon the truths that God established, but upon their own thinking. 
 
Adam & Eve chose to go their own way.  Since then, we have based truths according to what our own desires 
are.  God would no longer be in control because man would not allow Him to be in control.  Man would now be in 
control.  And God has honored our choice. 
 
Question: It’s not difficult to open up the newspaper and see that the world is full of violence and moral 
collapse.  But why does society not work so well according to the truths that man has made up? 
[Because God designed this world for people who love Him and keep His commands].  When man chooses to 
reject God’s commands and live according to his own desires, God also allows the consequences that follow 
those decisions. 
 
Question: The roots of the New Age message: that there is no one author of truth, were firmly 
established in the Garden.  Eastern cultures have always believed this, but why are we now hearing 
about it in Western culture? [Because of the Bible]. 
 
For a long time, the Bible protected Western culture from Eastern mystical thinking.  Western culture was based 
on the recognition that the God of the Bible created the world.  Because of that recognition, man believed that he 
had a moral responsibility to God.  Western man was by no means sinless or perfect, but he at least had a 
Biblical view of the world.  Because of that view, he tried to build a society where the God of the Bible was 
honored.  However, about 500 years ago, that view started to change. 
 
During the Renaissance period, the thought got around that God had failed in the sense that His Kingdom had 
not yet come as expected.  Severe injustices seemed to prevail not only in the world, but also in the church.  So, 
these thinkers, or “humanists” promised a better “new age.”  They said, “We’ll do away with this God centered 
world.  Instead, we’ll determine the standards for truth. 
 
So the New Age is simply old mystical traditions of Eastern religions (see lesson 16) and the thinking that man is 
god.  Add the two and you get the “New Age.”  So let’s see what the differences are between the New Age and 
Biblical Christianity. 
 

Who Is God? 
 
According To The New Age 
“You are unlimited.  You just don’t realize it.” (Shirley MacLaine, Dancing in the Light). 
The New Age concept of God echoes the Eastern Hindu concept of God: The universe and all contained in it are 
one.  There is no absolute personal God.  Rather, each person is god. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1). 
 
Question: What do Biblical Christians believe about God? [He is God Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
the Author of all truth, our Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer]. 
 

Who Is Jesus Christ? 
 
According To The New Age 
Jesus Christ is a model: the ideal example of who a person should be like.  And for that matter, so is Buddha.  
According to New Age thinking, we need to become like Christ & or for that matter, Buddha.  The New age way 
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to “Christhood” (or Buddhahood) is by improving yourself by learning and good deeds through many 
reincarnations. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to 
the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the scriptures” (1 
Corinthians 15:4). 
 
Question: What do Biblical Christians believe? [The Bible says that God became incarnate (a man) once in 
the Person of Jesus Christ, to offer assurance of salvation by what He has done for us]. 
 
Through Jesus Christ we have eternal life, not just a series of unproved reincarnations.  The Bible says: “11 And 
this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He who has the Son has 
life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5:11-12). 
As we discussed in our look at Hinduism, reincarnation has no foundation whatsoever for anyone to believe in it.  
On the other hand, the historical evidence that Christ rose from the dead, proving His claim that He is God is 
overwhelming.  (See lessons 4 - 6). 
 

What About Sin & Salvation? 
 
According To The New Age 
Sin is an evil concept that reduces how we feel about ourselves.  We are burdened with the awareness of guilt.  
So, we must use every psychological device to get rid of our guilt and improve our opinion of ourselves. 
 
According To Biblical Christians 
8 “He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to 
every man was coming into the world” (1 John 1:8-9). 
 
Question: What do Christians believe about mans’ sinfulness? [Sin is more than a concept.  It’s real.  If we 
claim that sin does not exist, we have believed the lie that has been told to us (1 John 1:8-9)].  The Bible says 
something completely different than the New Age about sin.  We feel guilty because we are guilty.  The remedy 
is not to ignore or cover up sin, but confess it and be cleansed by Jesus’ blood that He shed on the cross. 
 

Other Teachings Of The New Age 
 

Morality 
New Age Statement: “Every vile and wretched thing you do broadens your understanding.” (Shirley MacLaine: 
quote from her supernatural spirit guide). 
 
Christian Truth: When God is taken out of a person’s life, there is no longer any objective standard for tr8uth and 
there is no morality.  When a person ceases to believe in God, he can believe in anything. 
 

Life Itself 
 
New Age Position: Life has its own creative energy that is moving it toward a higher and higher order.  Society is 
participating in a grand program of evolution to greater things: a new age. 
 
Christian Truth: Science and society prove otherwise.  The second law of thermodynamics says that the universe 
tends to get simpler and not more complex.  Despite technological advances, we are more violent & destructive 
than ever before.  The absence of God centered morality leaves a society in a state of moral chaos. 
 
Presenting The Truth Of Biblical Christianity To A New Age Follower 
Christian truths answer the questions that New Age followers are seeking answers to: 
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Question: Is there any meaning in our world? [Our world was created by rational, just, & Holy God Who has a 
plan and a purpose for this world that is revealed in the Bible - Genesis Chapter 1].  Without Genesis 1:1 we 
would live in a meaningless universe with no order.  Societies that have embraced the fundamental beliefs of the 
New Age, like India, are in a state of disorder and collapse. 
 
Question: How can I be significant among billions of people? [God is the infinite and all knowing Creator 
Who knows all about you and wants you to know Him].  God not only has a plan for this world but also for you 
personally - Psalm 139:1-16. 
 
Question: What hope is there for me in this life? [Sin is real.  The consequences of our sin -what we deserve 
- is death - spiritual separation from God.  God wants to give you eternal life.  Jesus died and rose from death to 
provide everlasting and abundant life both on this earth and in the life to come (John 10:1-10). 
 

************************************************************************ 
Some of the information in this lesson is adapted from: Cults, World Religions and the Occult, by Kenneth Boa, 
published by Chariot Victor Publishing, 1990. 

************************************************************************ 
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LESSON # 22: THIS TOWN AIN’T BIG ENOUGH FOR THE TWO OF US 
CREATION VERSUS EVOLUTION (Part 1) 

 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of 
heavenly things?” (John 3:12). 
 
Lesson Aim 
To give reasonable evidence to support the truth of creation versus the theory of evolution 
 

************************************************************************ 
Note: This lesson begins a series on creation verses evolution.  This series will simply present what the Bible 
has to say about the creation account and offer Biblical and scientific evidence to support its statements. 
 
The information presented in this series may challenge many ideas that are widely accepted as fact.  The aim of 
these lessons is not to argue minor points, but rather to challenge you to think Biblically on this issue. 

************************************************************************ 
 
Introduction 

• God’s Word, the Bible, states that the earth was created before the sun 
• Man’s opinion is that the sun was formed before earth 

 
• In the Bible, God says that He gets credit for the beginnings of life 
• Man’s opinion says that evolution gets the credit for the beginnings of life 

 
• God says that all of creation was completed in 6 days 
• Man’s opinion says that all things have appeared over vast ages 

 
• God’s Word states that Adam’s act of disobedience in the Garden of Eden affected all of creation from 

that point on 
• Man’s opinion says that all of creation had already been in decay for billions of years 

 
Question: Does it really matter whether one believes the world was created or evolved? [I believe it does.  
The issue is the authority of God’s Word versus mans’ opinions]. 
 
Man’s Opinion 
Mans’ opinion refers to the accepted view of earth and human history as taught and accepted in most 
educational establishments.  In the case of creation versus evolution, man’s opinion goes directly against God’s 
Word. 
 
God’s Word 
God’s Word says that the creation account recorded in Genesis Chapters 1-11 is a simple straightforward report 
of what actually happened: 

• The heavens and the earth were created in six 24-hour days 
• All people have descended from Adam & Eve 
• There was a global flood 

 
The Bible is God’s Word.  In it He says what He means and He means what He says.  This brings us to a choice 
we have to make. 
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The Choice 
Since mans’ opinion goes directly against God’s Word in the case of creation versus evolution, we are faced with 
a choice.  We either: 

• Believe the popular and widely accepted theory of evolution 
• Believe what the Bible says about the beginning of our world and life 
• Pick and choose what we want to believe out of both and blend them together 

 
Often times picking and choosing from both sides and making them fit together is what many people choose.  
And this brings us to the next issue: the inerrancy of the Bible. 
 
Biblical Inerrancy 
Many people say that the Bible is right on some things but wrong on others.  This type of thinking leads to a 
serious problem. 
 
Question: What’s the danger with this line of thinking? 

• If the Bible is right on some things but wrong on others, then who is to judge which is right in any area? 
• If the Bible is only true in some areas, how can we know anything for certain about God or Christianity or 

Jesus? 
 
The theory of evolution continues to advance despite what God’s Word says the truth about life and its 
beginnings on earth are.  However, the theory of evolution runs into a problem right from the very beginning: 
 
The Problem Of Truth 
Truth is absolute or pure.  In other words, there is only one way something really is.  So when it comes to 
creation (of life) verses evolution, it can’t be “part evolution” & “part creation.”  It has to be one or the other.  
Thus, if any part of the creation account is true, then all of it is true (at this point I’m only addressing the creation 
of life in the beginning). 
Evolution then, is on shaky ground right from the beginning.  This is only one of the problems with the theory of 
evolution.  We’ll look at other problems the theory of evolution has trouble with in the next several lessons. 
 
Though the theory of evolution is weak, the bottom line is that evolution has given a scientific excuse for rejecting 
the truth of God’s Word. 
 

Creation & Evolution: This Town Ain’t Big Enough For The Two Of Us 
(Text: Genesis Chapter 1) 

1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2  Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  3 And 
God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 4  God saw that the light was good, and he separated 
the light from the darkness. 5  God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there 
was evening, and there was morning--the first day. 
 
6 And God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water." 7  So God 
made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so. 8  
God called the expanse "sky." And there was evening, and there was morning--the second day. 
 
9 And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear." And 
it was so. 10  God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." And God saw 
that it was good.  11 Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on 
the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so. 12  The land 
produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it 
according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13  And there was evening, and there was 
morning--the third day. 
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14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let 
them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 15  and let them be lights in the expanse of 
the sky to give light on the earth." And it was so. 16  God made two great lights--the greater light to 
govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17  God set them in the 
expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light 
from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19  And there was evening, and there was morning--the 
fourth day. 
 
20 And God said, "Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
expanse of the sky." 21  So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing 
with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And 
God saw that it was good. 22  God blessed them and said, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the 
water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth." 23  And there was evening, and there was 
morning--the fifth day. 
 
24 And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures 
that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind." And it was so. 25  God made 
the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures 
that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.  26 Then God said, 
"Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of 
the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."  27 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him;  
male and female he created them.  28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in 
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every 
living creature that moves on the ground."  29 Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on 
the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30  
And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the 
ground--everything that has the breath of life in it--I give every green plant for food." And it was so.  31 
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning--the 
sixth day.” 
 
 
Evolution 
Question: What is evolution? [Evolution = matter + evolutionary factors + a very long period of time].  The end 
result is that something changes into a different and usually more complex form. 
 
Question: If the theory of evolution stands on a weak foundation, why is it so dangerous? [Because 
evolution denies the existence of the Eternal All Powerful and All Knowing Creator or reduces Him to be 
Someone less than Who He is]. 
 
We have seen that when God is taken out of the picture, then a person can believe anything (i.e.: the New Age 
Movement or any of the Major World Religions outside of Biblical Christianity).  Either way, the theory of 
evolution sows seeds of doubt about God’s Word and His eyewitness account of creation. 
 
The Dangers Of Evolution 
1) Evolution Misrepresents God’s Nature 
Evolution misrepresents God’s nature because death and decay are attributed to the Creator as principles of His 
creation.  Death and decay were never a part of God’s plan for His earth and His creation.  When God creates 
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something, His work is described as good and perfect: “God saw all that he had made, and it was very 
good...” (Genesis 1:31). 
 
2) Evolution Reduces God 
The only space allotted to God is that part of nature which evolution cannot explain.  God is reduced to filling 
gaps, which leads to the view that God is limited. 
 
3) Evolution Denies The Teachings Of The Bible 
Biblical creation becomes a myth, not a historical report.  Nowhere in the Bible are there any indications that the 
creation account should be understood in any other way than as a factual report: “For in six days the Lord 
made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them but he rested on the seventh day...” 
(Exodus 20:11). 
 
4) Evolution Does Away With The Need For Salvation 
“The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life, and the man became a living being” (Genesis 2:7). 
Evolution does not acknowledge Adam as the first man, or that he was created from the dust of the ground.  
Evolution says that Adam is a myth.  If Adam is a myth: 

• Then why would Jesus need to become a man?  The very reason that Jesus became a man and died on 
the cross is to restore our relationship with God, which was damaged by Adam’s act of disobedience. 

• Then why would Jesus have to die?  Without the fall (when Adam sinned and passed on his disobedient 
nature to all people), there would be no chasm between God and us. 

 
5) The Bible Becomes A Story Book 
Evolution disregards the Bible’s time-line, which can lead to not taking all of the statements of the Bible seriously. 
 
6) Creation Misrepresents Reality 
All of the Bible’s pronouncements are authoritative - including those of scientific nature. 
 
7) Evolution Misses The Purpose 
Man is the purpose of God’s creation (Genesis 1:27-28) 

• Man is the purpose of God’s plan of redemption (Isaiah 53:5) 
• Man is the purpose of the mission of God’s Son (1 John 4:9) 

 
Question: So, does it matter if you accept evolution over creation? [Absolutely.  It’s whether you accept 
man’s opinion over the authority and truth of God’s Word]. 
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LESSON # 23:  THIS TOWN AIN’T BIG ENOUGH FOR THE TWO OF US 
CREATION VERSUS EVOLUTION (Part 2) 

 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“For God is not a God of disorder but of peace” (1 Corinthians 14:33). 
 
Lesson Aim 
To give reasonable evidence that scientific findings about the beginning of life & the truths of creation as stated 
in the Bible do not conflict but rather agree 
 

************************************************************************ 
Note: This lesson begins a series on creation verses evolution.  This series will simply present what the Bible 
has to say about the creation account and offer Biblical and scientific evidence to support its statements. 
 
The information presented in this series may challenge many ideas that are widely accepted as fact.  The aim of 
these lessons is not to argue minor points, but rather to challenge you to think Biblically on this issue. 

************************************************************************ 
 
Introduction 

• Scientific measurements put the age of the earth around 2 - 5 billions of years old. 
• Scientific research says that all things have appeared over vast ages. 
• Scientific studies claim that the first man descended from an ape-like ancestor. 
• Scientific analysis says that creation was already in decay for billions of years before man ever 

appeared. 
 
Popular opinion is that the theory of evolution is a proven “fact” of science.  Scientific research has come up with 
a lot of findings to support its theory of evolution. 
 
Question: How can we believe that the Bible is right about creation in light of so much scientific “proof” 
in favor of the theory of evolution? [We give too much credit to man’s opinion and not enough to God’s 
eyewitness testimony]!  When it comes to science, one must remember that what is accepted scientific fact today 
often times change when new scientific information is presented (see lesson #8). 
 
Nowhere in the Bible is there any indication that the creation account in Genesis should be understood in any 
other way that what it is intended to be: a straight forward factual report. 
 
However, man’s opinion on matters between science and faith says otherwise.  Often times, scientific opinion 
says something like this: 

• If a statement cannot be proven in a laboratory by methods of natural science, it is untrustworthy and 
cannot be accepted as reliable 

• The findings of science are considered to be objective and therefore real 
• Statements that must be accepted by faith are looked upon as suspect. 

 
Question: Can what the Bible says and what science claims possibly agree? [Yes.  The answer lies in the 
scientific method and the very nature of the Bible]. 
 
 
 
 

This Town Ain’t Big Enough For The Both Of Us 
(Text: Genesis 1:1-19) 
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1 “n the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2  Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  3 And 
God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 4  God saw that the light was good, and he separated 
the light from the darkness. 5  God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there 
was evening, and there was morning--the first day. 
 
6 And God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water." 7  So God 
made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so. 8  
God called the expanse "sky." And there was evening, and there was morning--the second day. 
 
9 And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear." And 
it was so. 10  God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." And God saw 
that it was good.  11 Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on 
the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so. 12  The land 
produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it 
according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13  And there was evening, and there was 
morning--the third day. 
 
14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let 
them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 15  and let them be lights in the expanse of 
the sky to give light on the earth." And it was so. 16  God made two great lights--the greater light to 
govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17  God set them in the 
expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light 
from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19  And there was evening, and there was morning--the 
fourth day.” 
 
Question: What is science? [In a nutshell, science theoretically explains things in nature that occur]. 
 
Science depends upon observation and replication.  For something to be proved scientifically, it must be 
observable, repeatable and physically measurable.  That’s why science has difficulty explaining Scripture.  It’s 
useful for studying nature but not the super-natural. 
 
Question: So how can science, which explains the natural, and Scripture, which narrates the super-
natural, agree? [When properly interpreted, science and Scripture do agree]. 
 
God has communicated to people in two ways: 

1. Generally, through nature or the universe we see around us 
2. Specifically, through The Bible 

 
Since both of these revelations come from God - and since God does not contradict Himself - we have to 
conclude that what is stated in the Bible and what we see around us agree with each other: “For God is not a 
God of disorder but of peace” (1 Corinthians 14:33). 
 
Question: So why does what the Bible says and what science says often seem to disagree? [It is not the 
Bible and science that conflict.  It is science and theology that conflict]: 

• Science is the imperfect human interpretation of the observable universe 
• Theology is the imperfect human interpretation of the Scriptures 

 
The truth that God has revealed in both nature and Scripture agree.  It is our faulty interpretation of science or 
Scripture that causes confusion. 
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Question: But how can we be sure that the Bible is correct when we are faced with an apparent conflict 
with a very reasonable deduction from scientific observation? [We give reasonable observation too much 
credit and not enough to the Creator’s expert eyewitness testimony]. 
 
Here are some things to remember when faced with an apparent conflict between the Scriptures and scientific 
observation: 

• God is a God of infinite power and is not dependent upon the physical laws that we observe. 
• The history of science shows that what is certain in one generation may be totally disproved in the next; 

i.e.: Before Columbus’ voyage, the earth was believed to be totally flat.  The story that the world was flat 
fit all the known facts.  But in1492 when Columbus sailed the ocean blue and didn’t fall off the edge of 
the earth, the story that the earth was flat fell apart because new facts were introduced. 

 
So today where it seems that the Bible is wrong in one area because of what we are told is “scientific proof”; the 
Bible is proved to be correct after all when new evidence comes along.  Therefore, no one can simply dismiss 
certain parts of the Bible because at that point science and the Bible contradict each other. 
 
Let’s review some information we learned in an earlier lesson (# 8) as an example. 
 
Science In The Scriptures 
1 “he heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  2 Day after day they 
pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.  3 There is no speech or language where 
their voice is not heard.  4 Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world” 
(Psalm 19:1-4). 
 
Many principles of modern science were recorded as facts of nature in the Bible hundreds or thousands of years 
before science proved them.  What’s remarkable is that when these facts were written, they often went against 
what was commonly accepted at the time, i.e.: 

• The earth is round (Isaiah 40:22) 
• Circulation in the atmosphere (Ecclesiastes 1:6) 
• The earth has a gravitational field (Job 26:7) 

 
While these scientific truths may not be written in the technical language that we have today, all of these 
statements are in complete agreement with scientific fact today. 
 
The Bible is written in such a way that things are described as they appear to be.  For example: It speaks of the 
sun rising and setting.  We know that the sun does not actually rise and set, but that the earth rotates which 
gives the appearance of the sun rising and setting.  But we use the terms sunrise and sunset even in our age of 
scientific advancement because it is a convenient way of describing what appears to be.  Because the Bible 
speaks in this way, it has been clear to people of all ages and cultures. 
 
Question: Since there is proof that the Bible does not conflict with science yet rather supports and 
agrees with scientific findings, why is there still doubt and questioning about the truth of the Bible when 
it comes to matters of science? [Because of people’s thinking: a desire for a natural explanation for origins 
that avoids God’s supernatural creation]. 
 
Many times the Bible gives us answers that are clearly supernatural in nature.  For example: 

• “He [Jesus] is before all things, and in him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:17).  All of 
creation would fall apart without His sustaining power.  The Bible tells us why the universe holds 
together, but not how Jesus does it. 

• “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.  And there was evening, and there was 
morning - the sixth day.  Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array” 
(Genesis 1:31).  The reference to “day” in the creation account is a literal 24-hour cycle of light and 
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dark.  There is no Biblical indication that the word “day” is used any differently in the beginning of 
chapter one of Genesis than it is throughout the rest of the book, or the rest of the Old Testament. 

 
These events are hard to believe because we cannot humanly understand them.  The creation of the universe 
was a supernatural event.  The holding together of the universe is an ongoing supernatural event.  Because we 
cannot understand them, we often times look for the natural explanation rather than the supernatural 
explanation. 
 
But God is supernatural - He works above and beyond nature.  Is it so hard to believe then, that God can do 
anything? 
 
Just because we cannot explain some of the phenomena we observe, don’t forget that it doesn’t mean that there 
is no answer or that the Bible is wrong.  Because God is the Author and Creator of the forces of nature, what 
science explains and what the Bible states as true will one day be seen to completely agree with each other. 

 
************************************************************** 

Some of the information in this lesson is adapted from: Reasoning from the Scriptures Ministries, Dr. Don 
Rhodes, www.ChristianAnwers.net 

************************************************************** 
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LESSON # 24: A FLOOD OF EVIDENCE 
CREATION VERSUS EVOLUTION (Part 3) 

 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“...long ago God gave a command, and the heavens and earth were created.  The earth was formed out 
of water and by water, and it was also by water, the water of the flood, that the old world was destroyed” 
(2 Peter 3:5-6). 
 
Lesson Aim 
To provide reasonable evidence that the Flood account narrated in Genesis chapters 6-9 happened just 
the way the Bible says it did. 
 

************************************************************************ 
Note: We’re continuing our series on creation verses evolution.  This series will simply present what the Bible 
has to say about the creation account and offer biblical and scientific evidence to support its statements. 
 
Today we’ll combine the Bible’s account of the flood and scientific evidence that supports the Bible’s account of 
the flood.  Some of the information presented today may challenge many ideas that are widely accepted as fact.  
The aim today is to challenge you to think biblically on this issue. 

************************************************************************ 
 
Introduction 
The theory of biological evolution claims that all life today came about as a result of the building blocks 
necessary for life randomly being mixed together, becoming a simple living cell and gradually evolving to more 
complex forms of life. 
 
The Bible states that there was a great flood that covered all the earth and destroyed every person except 
Noah’s family, and every air-breathing creature that lived on the land except the animals aboard the ark.  The 
Bible further states that all people since that event have descended from Noah and his family; and every kind of 
bird, every kind of animal and every kind of creature that moves along the ground is descended from those 
animals that Noah and his family kept on the ark. 
 
If the great flood account in Genesis chapters 6-9 really happened, then it would drown the theory of evolution by 
disrupting the proposed chain of evolutionary progression.  Did a great global flood occur and is there any 
scientific information that supports the Biblical account of the Flood? 
 

A Flood Of Evidence 
(Text: Genesis 7:11) 

11 “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second 
month - on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were 
opened.  And the rain fell on the earth for forty days and forty nights.” 
 
Evidence For Cause Of The Flood 
4 “This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created.  When the LORD God made 
the earth and the heavens-- 5 and no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the 
field had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no man to work 
the ground, 6 but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground” 
(Genesis 2:4-6). 
 
The streams mentioned in this passage were evidently created in the beginning to water the earth.  There was 
no rain at first, but instead a mist (streams) went up from the earth to water the whole face of the ground.  The 



CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS & EXPLORING THE BIBLE 

Dad’s and Kids Together in God’s Word   98 
 

Old Testament Hebrew word here for streams not only suggests a mist or fog and dew; but literal fountains, like 
geysers or springs. 
 
Question: From where did all the water for the flood come? [The major sources of the floodwaters were 
these streams or fountains mentioned first before the "floodgates of heaven" opened up]. 
 
The Fountains Of The Deep 
“...on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth...” (Genesis 7:11).  
On the day the Flood began, the Bible records that there was a “bursting”, a breaking up, which implies large 
fissures in the ground.  The waters that had been held under pressure inside the earth burst forth with 
catastrophic consequences. 
 
Even today, up to 90 percent of what comes out of volcanoes is water, often in the form of steam.  Because 
there are a lot of volcanic rocks in and among the fossil layers in the rock record - it is reasonable that these 
springs of the great deep may well have involved a series of volcanic eruptions with enormous amounts of water 
bursting up through the ground. 
 
The Floodgates Of Heaven 
“...and the floodgates of the heavens were opened...” (Genesis 7:11). 
The other source of the waters for Noah's Flood was the opening of the “floodgates of heaven.”  It rained for 40 
days and 40 nights continually, implying that the opening of these floodgates meant the beginning of rainfall for 
the first time. 
 
Question: So what were these floodgates that the Bible mentions? [Many scholars regard these 
“floodgates” as a blanket of water vapor held up by the atmosphere that went all the way around the earth 
forming a water vapor canopy]. 
 
On the second day of creation (Genesis 1:6-8) God divided the waters that were on the earth from the waters 
that He placed above the earth by laying a firmament, or atmosphere, in between those waters.  It was into that 
atmosphere that God later placed birds (Genesis 1:20), so this firmament or expanse refers to the atmosphere 
that we breathe today.  This means that there were waters above the atmosphere that are not here today.  
These waters cannot refer to clouds, because clouds are in the atmosphere and produce rain. 
 
It has been calculated how much water vapor would be physically possible to suspend above the atmosphere as 
a blanket around the earth.  It would be the water vapor equivalent of about 40 feet thick; sufficient to generate 
40 days and 40 nights of torrential rainfall. 
 
If these waters had merely been moisture in the clouds, instead of a canopy of water vapor, then that moisture if 
measured as rainfall, would be less than two inches, hardly enough water to sustain 40 days and 40 nights of 
rainfall at the time of the Flood. 
 
Therefore, it seems clear that the reference in Genesis 7:11 to the "floodgates” being opened is a reference to 
the collapse of this water vapor canopy, which fell as rain.  There is other indirect evidence that is consistent with 
the existence of a water vapor canopy before the Flood occurred]. 
 
Greenhouse Effect 
A water vapor canopy would have produced a greenhouse effect around the earth, where, much more than 
today, the heat of the sun's energy would be trapped inside the canopy. 
 
It is apparent from studies that a greenhouse effect existed at one time on the earth, with a temperate climate all 
around the whole earth, even at the poles where today there is ice.  This would have meant lush vegetation on 
the land all around the globe.  Evidence of this are coal seams that have been discovered in Antarctica 
containing vegetation which is not now found growing at the poles, but which obviously grew under warmer 
conditions. 
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Lifespan 
The early patriarchs mentioned in Genesis lived a long time, on the average over 900 years.  This seems 
unbelievable because today we live on average, only 70 to 80 years.  However, another evidence of the water 
vapor canopy would be protection from harmful radiation that may be partly responsible for the aging process. 
 
Air bubbles trapped in amber (fossilized tree resin) have shown a 50 percent higher oxygen concentration than in 
our atmosphere today.  Greater oxygen pressure beneath such a canopy may also have increased the lifespan 
of men and animals.  The fact that these “pre-Flooders” lived such long ages may support evidence for the 
existence of the water vapor canopy. 
 
With the collapse of the canopy (the opening of the "floodgates of heaven") it is not surprising that the lifespan 
would begin to reduce rapidly in the years following the Flood.  Noah's immediate descendants lived substantially 
less than 900 years, and within a few generations lifespan was reduced to the 70 to 80 years, which we on 
average now experience. 
 
Evidence Of The Flood 
“And God said, Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.  And it 
was so” (Genesis 1:9). 
 
Question: If the Flood happened, where did all the water go afterward? [Scripture passages identify the 
Floodwaters with the present-day seas]: 
 
8 "Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb, 9 when I made the clouds its 
garment and wrapped it in thick darkness, 10 when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars in place, 
11 when I said, `This far you may come and no farther; here is where your proud waves halt'?” (Job 38:8-
11). 
 
Question: If the waters are still here, why are the highest mountains still not covered with water? [The 
answer is found in Psalm 104]: 
 
6 You covered it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains.  7 But at your 
rebuke the waters fled, at the sound of your thunder they took to flight; 8 they flowed over the 
mountains, they went down into the valleys, to the place you assigned for them.  9 You set a boundary 
they cannot cross; never again will they cover the earth” (Psalm 104:6-9). 
 
After the waters covered the mountains, God halted them, they fled or receded; the mountains rose, the valleys 
sank down and God set a boundary so that they will never again cover the earth.  The waters of the Flood and 
the waters written about in Psalm 104 are the same waters! 
 
Nearly 70 percent of the earth's surface is still covered by water.  Today, if the entire earth's surface were leveled 
by smoothing out the physical features of not only the land surface but also the rock surface on the ocean floor, 
the waters of the ocean would cover the earth's surface to a depth of more than two miles.  The waters of Noah's 
Flood are in today's ocean basins! 
 
What this evidence seems to point to is that through the Flood, God altered the earth's physical features: 

• New continental landmasses bearing mountain chains were raised 
• The Floodwaters leveled the earth’s land surface, while the ocean basins were formed to receive and 

accommodate the Flood waters that then drained off the emerging continents 
• As the mountains rose and the valleys sank, the waters rapidly drained off the emerging land surfaces 
• This rapid movement of an enormous volume of water would carve many of the landscape features we 

see today, including places like the Grand Canyon. 
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That is why, in many cases, valleys today are far larger than what should have been produced by, in 
comparison, the tiny rivers that now flow through them.  In other words, the flow of water responsible for carving 
out, for instance, the Grand Canyon, must have been greater than the water flowing in the rivers today. 
 
Conclusion 
Some people today claim that the account of Noah’s flood as recorded in the Bible did not cover the entire Earth 
or all the mountains of the day, but only the Mesopotamian region.  They claim that the Earth’s entire human 
population was limited to this area, or that all of the Earth’s people were not killed in the flood. 
 
But both the Hebrew (Old Testament) and the Greek (New Testament) words used to describe Noah’s flood are 
different than the ordinary words they use for flood.  They describe a totally unique occurrence: a cataclysm. 
 
The Bible specifically teaches that the Flood of Noah's time covered the entire globe and that all air-breathing 
land animals and all humans died, except those saved in the Ark.  How could the Bible be any clearer 
concerning the global nature of the Flood?  Or, if it really was just a local flood, how could the Bible be any more 
misleading about the event that took place? 
 

************************************************************************ 
Some of the information in this lesson is adapted from: The Answers Book, Revised Edition, by Ken Ham, 
Andrew Snelling and Carl Wieland, published by Master Books, 1992. 

************************************************************************ 
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LESSON # 25: CREATION VERSUS EVOLUTION (Part 4) 
YOUR UNCLE WAS NOT A MONKEY 

 
Homework Review 
Questions & Memory Verse 
 
Today’s Lesson Verse 
“God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the 
creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds.  And God saw that it was good” (Genesis 
1:25). 
 
Lesson Aim 
To present scientific research that gives evidence that humans could not have evolved from a common ancestor 
with chimpanzees. 
 

*************************************************************** 
Note: The information presented in this series may challenge many ideas that are widely accepted as scientific 
fact.  I want to challenge you to think Biblically on this issue. 

*************************************************************** 
 
Introduction 
Popular opinion is that biological evolution is practically a proven fact of science. 
 
Consider this headline from Page 7 of section A of the Dallas Morning News on Friday April, 23, 1999: 
 
Skull pieces reveal new species, may fill human evolution gap 
“A handful of skull fragments from the Ethiopian desert may fill a gap on the human family tree.  The 2.5 million 
year old fossils represent a new species of human ancestry that may link early humans with their predecessors, 
researchers report in Friday’s issue of the journal, Science.” 
 
• The Bible says that all people today are descended from the first man and woman who were created by God 
• Evolutionists says that all life today has evolved from a single cell organism to higher and more complex 

forms of life, witnessed by the fact that humans and chimps have almost 100% similarity in their DNA 
 
Question: If we are not just highly evolved apes, how can we give an answer for scientific “facts” that 
say we are? 
 

Your Uncle Was Not A Monkey 
(Text: Genesis 1:26-29) 

26 “Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the 
sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all creatures that move along 
the ground.” 
 
27So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 
created them. 
 
28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  
Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the 
ground.” 
 
29Then God said, “I give you every seed bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that 
has fruit with seed in it.  They will be yours for food.  30And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds 
of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground - everything that has the breath of life in it - I give 
every green plant for food.”  And it was so.” 
 
Evidence That DNA Similarity Does Not Prove A Common Ancestry 
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• Similarity is not an absolute indication of common ancestry (evolution) but certainly points to a 
common designer (creation).  Consider this: A Porsche & a VW Beetle car both have air-cooled, flat, 
horizontally-opposed, 4 cylinder engines in the rear; independent suspension, two doors, trunk in the front 
and many other similarities. 

 
Question: Why are these two very different cars so similar? [Because they had the same designer]! 
 
Question: If people were entirely different from all other living things, or if every living thing was entirely 
different, would this reveal the One Creator? [No!  In fact, we might think that there were many creators].  
That creation has unity and similarities reveals the One True God who made all of creation.  The Bible says, 
“For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities - his eternal power and divine nature - have 
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse” 
(Romans 1:20). 
 
Question: Why do you and I eat? [To provide nutrients to give us energy to live.]  If humans were entirely 
different from all other living things, we couldn’t live because things have to be similar enough in their make-up 
for us to have food! 
 
• Humans and apes have a lot of similarities in appearance, so we expect there would be similarities in 

their DNA.  Of all the animals, chimps are most like humans, so we would expect their DNA would be most 
like human DNA. 

 
• Certain biochemical capacities are common to all living things.  There is even a degree of similarity 

between the DNA of yeast & the DNA of humans.  Because human cells can do many of the things that 
yeast can do, we share similarities in the DNA sequences. 

 
Question: Humans and chimps have 96% similarity in their DNA.  Doesn’t that prove that humans 
“evolved” from a common ancestor with chimps? [No]. 
 
Each human cell contains 3 billion base pairs in the DNA.  The amount of information in these 3 billion base pairs 
is estimated to be the equivalent of the amount of information contained in 1,000 books of encyclopedia size. 
 
Even with 96% similarity in the DNA, it still leaves a difference of 4%, which amounts to 120 million base pairs, 
equivalent to 12,000,000 words or 40 books of encyclopedia size. 
This is way too big a barrier for random changes to cross over to the line to a new species.  Human beings 
simply cannot have “evolved” from a common ancestor with chimps. 
 
Similarity in structure doesn’t necessarily mean similarity in function.  Compare these two sentences: 
Þ There are many people who enjoy going to Bible study and learning about God’s Word. 
Þ There are not many people who enjoy going to Bible study and learning about God’s Word. 
 
These sentences are 97% similar in structure but have almost opposite meanings.  In the same way, DNA can 
be similar in structure, but not be completely similar in function. 
 
Conclusion 
DNA similarity does not quite mean what advocates of evolution claim.  Neither your uncle nor any of your 
ancestors were monkeys! 
 

************************************************************************ 
Information in this lesson adapted from: Answers in Genesis, Author: Dr. Don Batten, Ph.D., Creation Ex Nihilo 
19(1): 21-22, Dec. 1996-Feb. 1997. 

************************************************************************ 
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THANKSGIVING 
A TIME FOR THANKS & FOR GIVING 

 
“Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known among the nations what he has done.  Sing to 
him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts” (Psalm 105:1-2). 
 
Thanksgiving is all about being thankful for what we’ve been given.  Let’s think about what we’ve received for a 
moment.  Read the following verse: 
 
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it...”(Psalm 24:1). 
 
Question: Where does everything you have come from? [Everything that we have comes from what God has 
given us]. 
 
Question: Has anyone given more generously than God? 
 

• “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  God gives us eternal life as a gift. 

 
• “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those 

who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).  God will give us more than we could ever imagine. 
 
God does assure Christians (those who have invited Jesus Christ into their life as Savior and Lord) that one-day 
they will live forever with Him in His mansion in heaven!  BUT…sometimes we forget about another fantastic 
promise God makes to us: 
 
“…I have come that [you] may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10).  Jesus says that not only does 
He offer to you citizenship in heaven, but also you can have the best life possible on this side of heaven!  God 
offers to us the best of both worlds! 
 
Question: Who are people that have given to you? [Parents who show you God’s love; teachers who help 
you learn in school; coaches who help you learn to play sports, people who serve in the armed forces to keep 
our country safe].  Think about how good it feels when someone takes time to give to you. 
 
We certainly have been given much, so we have plenty to be thankful for.  Let’s do a little warm- up before a fun 
game at the end of this lesson: 
 
Question: September 11, 2001 – the day men flew airplanes into the World Trade Center buildings in New 
York - what was there to be thankful for? [That God allowed less destruction than there could have been, 
many people have put their faith and trust in Jesus as their Savior, an outpouring of patriotism and giving, 
renewed prayer life and church attendance]. 
 
Question: There’s a severe illness in your family.  What can you find to be thankful for? [Health that you 
enjoy, Christ’ love in action as people help, hope for a better future]. 
 
Question: Your sports team is dead last in the league.  What can you find to be thankful for? [Physical 
health just to be able to play, learning and growing in understanding of the game, learning good lessons that you 
can use outside of sports: self-control, patience, kindness]. 
 
Question: Look around your home.  What can you find to be thankful for? [Family, that you have a home, 
clothes, food, etc.]. 
 
Question: Look around your church.  What can you find to be thankful for? [Jesus Christ, your pastor, 
place to worship freely and openly]. 
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Question: Let’s say you meet a homeless person and he/she asks you, “What do I have to be thankful 
for?” [God meets your needs, people care and help - you are not forgotten, you have opportunities to get back 
on your feet]. 
 
We have lots to be thankful for.  But the second part of ThanksGIVING, is the giving.  So let’s talk about giving. 
 
Question: There are 3 good ways that you can give.  What do you think they are? 

1. We can give with our time 
2. We can give through our abilities 
3. We can give our money. 

 
Question: Why Should You Give? The Bible says: 
 
“Freely you have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8). [Give because you have been given to].  The Bible 
says, “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously 
will also reap generously.  Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion [because you have to], for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:6-7).  Give 
what you have because you want to. 
 
Question: When Should We Give? [Share when the opportunity arises].  The Bible says, “Share with God’s 
people who are in need” (Romans 12:13).  Anytime is the right time! 
 
Since Thanksgiving opens up the “Holiday Season,” it’s a time when we naturally look for ways to give. 
 
Question: How can you practice using your abilities, your time, and your money to give? 
 
I can use my abilities: 
@ home by   Helping plan a family activity. 
@ school by   Helping a classmate with a science project. 
@ church by   Singing in the choir. 
in the community by  Helping an elderly neighbor rake leaves. 
 
I can use my time: 
@ home by   Doing chores before t.v. 
@ school by   Helping with a fund raising project. 
@ church by   Helping in the nursery. 
in the community by  Participating in a charity or community service project. 
 
I can use my money: 
@ home by   Buying a special gift for the whole family. 
@ school by   Buying lunch for a friend. 
@ church by   Giving 10% of your allowance to the church. 
in the community by  Giving to a family who needs help. 
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SPECIAL CHRISTMAS LESSON 
 
Today’s Lesson verse 
“You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus” (Luke 1:31). 
 
Discussion Question 
What are some of your favorite Christmas memories? 
 

The Story of Christmas 
(Text: Luke 2:1-7) 

“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world.  (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria).  And everyone 
went to his own town to register. 
 
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David.  He went with Mary, who was pledged to be married 
to him and was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she 
gave birth to a son.  She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room 
for them in the inn.” 
 
The Christmas Story, It’s A Wonderful Life, Miracle On 34th Street.  It’s easy to miss the true meaning of 
Christmas.  If all you know about Christmas is what you see on TV, or in the stores, you might think that 
Christmas is all about buying and getting presents, having parties, and Santa Claus.  But Christmas is much, 
much more. 
 
Question: What is Christmas? [Christmas is the celebration of a historical event that took place nearly 2000 
years ago]. 
 
Question: When did Christmas really begin? [The Christmas story actually begins in the heart of God before 
the planet earth was created]. 
 
In the beginning, God created the earth and said it was good.  Then God created the first man, Adam, and the 
first woman, Eve.  They were the jewels of His creation.  In the beginning - they were perfect - just as God 
wanted them to be. 
 
Question: God had a test for Adam & Eve’s love.  What was God’s test? [God’s test of people’s love for Him 
was obedience].  But Adam did not choose to be, as God wanted him to be.  He decided to disobey God and at 
that moment became less than perfect.  Now Adam was always thinking the way he wanted to.  He was not who 
God originally intended for him to be any longer. 
 
Question: What happened because of Adam’s disobedience? [Because of Adam’s disobedience, you and I 
are separated from God]. 
 
The Bible says that, “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man [Adam], and death 
[separation from God] came through sin, in this way death came to all people, because all people have 
sinned” (Romans 5:12).  Every person since Adam has inherited his nature to choose to be disobedient to God.  
Another name for disobedience to God is “sin.”  And because our God is Holy – set apart from sin – a sinful 
person cannot stand in God’s presence.  Even the earth that God created lost its original beauty and goodness. 
 
Question: What did God do? [He made a promise.  The promise is this: “I will not leave you in this condition 
forever – without a way to be rescued from sin and separation from Me.  I will provide a “Way” so the great 
chasm that separates you from Me will be bridged, and you can come to Me.  The “Way” that I will provide will 
show you the love I have for you, and the love that I want you to have for Me and for each other”]. 
 
Ever since God made this first promise, there have been those who have believed it.  These are people who 
have put their faith and trust in God’s Word. 
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About 2000 years ago, when the time was just right, there lived a young girl named Mary in the little village of 
Nazareth in Galilee.  Mary was a virgin, not married, but engaged to a man named Joseph. 
 
Mary believed in the promise God had made.  She trusted God.  One day as she prayed, an angel, a messenger 
from God came to her. 
 
Question: What did this messenger tell her? [The angel told her not to be afraid - she would have a baby, 
created in her through the power of the Spirit of God.  She was to give Him the name Jesus, which means Savior 
- or God saves]. 
 
This was God’s plan to provide the “Way” for our return to Him, as He had promised.  The angel appeared to 
Joseph also.  Mary and Joseph were filled with joy to be chosen as the parents of this baby Jesus - who would 
show us how much God loves us. 
 
While Mary was waiting to give birth to this baby, the governor of the land told everyone to go to his or her 
hometown to be counted in a census.  Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem, and just as they arrived, it 
became time for Mary to have her baby.  Bethlehem was so crowded, that all the hotels and inns were full, but 
Mary and Joseph found shelter, and Mary delivered her baby and laid him in a manger. 
 
Question: What is a manger? [A manger is an animal’s feeding trough]. 
 
Question: Who is this baby called Jesus? [This baby was God’s gift to the world - a real live human being, 
born to a woman, yet He was God’s Son.  Jesus was 100% God, 100% person.  As God directed, Joseph and 
Mary named Him Jesus (the popular name for Jesus today would be “Joshua,” meaning: God saves, and God is 
with us), for He was to be the Savior of the world]. 
 
At this time in the fields outside of Bethlehem, there were shepherds caring for their sheep.  Suddenly, they saw 
a great light in the night sky and an angel appeared to them. 
 
Question: What did the angel say to them? [The Scripture says, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news 
of great joy which will be for all people.  Today, in the town of David [Bethlehem] a Savior has been born 
to you; he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: You will find the baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger” (Luke 2:10-12)]. 
 
Suddenly, a great number of angels appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest and on earth, peace to men on whom His favor rests.”  The shepherds were among those who 
believed God’s promise, so they hurried to the manger and knelt and worshipped the baby Jesus. 
 
Question: On the night that Jesus was born, why do you think that the angels appeared to shepherds 
instead of kings or government officials or the religious leaders? [You see, because of their dirty, nasty, 
stinky job, shepherds were outcasts from society.  They were people no one wanted to associate with – perhaps 
much like the homeless of today.  Jesus came to be with the poor - those who have the greatest needs.  For 
Jesus, no person is too lowly to come to].  Can you imagine how joyful those shepherds were when the angels of 
heaven appeared to them first on that night when Christ was born? 
 
In another part of the world, then called Persia, now called Iran or Iraq, there were wise men, advisors to their 
king, who were studying the stars.  To their great surprise, a bright, new star suddenly appeared.  They had also 
heard the promise God had made.  So they began their journey, following this star to see where it would lead.  
We don’t know for sure how many wise men came to see Jesus, but we do know that they brought three gifts. 
 
Question: What were the gifts that the wise men brought? [Gold, frankincense & myrrh]. 
 
Question: What do these gifts represent? [Each gift represents a part of Jesus’ life and the mission that God 
sent Him to accomplish].  Gold is the gift for a king, for Jesus is our heavenly King.  Frankincense is the incense 
used in the worship of God, for God revealed Himself in the Person of Jesus Christ.  Myrrh is a fragrant spice 
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used in the preparation of a dead body for burial, for the reason Jesus came was to die and through his death, 
pay the full price required for the forgiveness of our sins committed toward God. 
 
What you have heard so far is the story as it is usually told at Christmas.  But it would have little meaning without 
the part that follows. 
 
Mary and Joseph returned with their child to Nazareth.  Jesus was filled with the Spirit of God.  He lived a perfect 
life.  He was always obedient to God. 
 
Question: What did Jesus call God? [Jesus called God “daddy”].  Jesus reminds us that what God wants is a 
real personal relationship with you, much like a loving father wants with his son or daughter.  Jesus reminds us 
that God loves and accepts you just the way you are, and in the same manner, God desires that you to love 
each other. 
 
Question: What did Jesus come to do? [Jesus came to give a new and different life to any who ask for it].  It is 
the best quality of life that anyone can imagine.  This life that Jesus gives is also eternal - and it begins the 
moment you put your trust in Him. 
 
At the age of 33, after He had taught and done many things, Jesus was put to death on a cross by men who 
would not accept Him for who He was.  These were men who once again rejected God’s love. 
 
Question: For what did Jesus die? [Jesus did not die for any act of disobedience on His part - His life had 
been one of absolute perfection.  Rather, He died as an act of obedience to God - His Daddy].  Jesus died so 
that He could make a way for any who choose to be rescued from sin and separation from God. 
 
When we sin, we commit an offense against God.  Because we’re people, only a person can pay the penalty.  
But because the offense is against an infinite God, only God Himself could pay the penalty.  That’s why God sent 
His Son Jesus to us.  Jesus, 100% human, lived a sinless - perfect life.  Jesus, 100% God, has the capacity to 
take the sins of all and remove them from us.  “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that we 
might become the righteousness of God” (1 Corinthians 5:21). 
 
When Jesus died, he took upon himself all the wrongs that you and I have done or ever will do.  These wrongs 
have kept you separated from God.  But the moment you decide to ask Him into your life, you are no longer 
separated from God.  Jesus is the “Way” back to God that was promised to you long, long ago. 
 
Three days after He died and was buried, Jesus arose from the dead, and once more walked about earth as a 
living person.  Jesus’ resurrection is proof that God accepted Jesus’ sacrifice for all people. 
 
There is so much more to the story.  But perhaps now, during this Christmas season, especially as gifts are 
exchanged, you will remember the greatest gift ever given - one given by God to all of us - Jesus Christ.  He is 
the reason we celebrate Christmas. 
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EASTER: THE CRUCIFIXION 
 
Today’s Lesson verse 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
 
Introduction 
To understand the reason why Christians celebrate Easter, you have to understand the meaning of Christmas.  
So let’s review our earlier lesson about Christmas.   
 
In the beginning, God created the earth.  Then God created a man and a woman.  In the beginning - they were 
perfect - just as God had wanted them to be.  But Adam chose to disobey God and at that moment he became 
less than perfect.  At that moment, sin came into the world.   
 
The Bible says that, “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man [Adam], and death 
[separation from God] came through sin, in this way death came to all people, because all people have 
sinned” (Romans 5:12). 
 
Every person since Adam has sinned, because we inherited sin from Adam.  Because of that choice, you and I 
are separated from God, with no way on our own to get back to Him.  We need to be rescued from our sins. 
 
When the time was right, God sent the angel Gabriel to a girl named Mary.  Gabriel announced that she would 
have a baby, created in her through the power of the Spirit of God.  She was to call His name Jesus, which 
means Savior - or God saves.  This was God’s plan to provide the “Way” for our return to Him. 
 
God always has a plan.  And the plan for our salvation rests upon a sacrifice.  And this is where Easter picks up 
from Christmas. 
 

Setting The Stage For The Crucifixion 
 
Question: What does it mean to be saved? [To be rescued]. 
 
Question: What do we need to be rescued from? [Sin]. 
 
Question: What is sin? [Sin is any disobedient act toward God]. 
 
Question: Why do we need to be rescued from sin? [When we sin, we commit an offense against God.  
Because we’re people, only a person can pay the penalty.  But because the offense is infinite against an infinite 
God, only God Himself could pay the penalty.  That’s why God sent His Son Jesus to us.  Jesus, 100% human, 
lived a sinless - perfect life.  Jesus, 100% God, has the capacity to take the sins of all and remove them from us]. 
 
“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God” (1 
Corinthians 5:21). 
 
The Good News is that God says that you can be rescued from your sins if you believe that God raised (brought 
to life again) Jesus from death, & invite Jesus to come into your life. 
 
Listen to the description of what happened to God’s own Son, Jesus, so He could rescue you from sin and open 
the way back to God.  On the night of the Last Supper, after Jesus broke bread and gave it to his disciples, and 
took the cup, gave thanks, and offered it to them, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 

The Crucifixion 
(Text: Matthew 26:36-39 & Luke 22:43-44) 
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Gethsemane 
“36Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here while 
I go over there and pray." 37He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to 
be sorrowful and troubled. 38Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of 
death. Stay here and keep watch with me."  
39Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may 
this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will." 

************************************* 
“43An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44And being in anguish, he prayed more 
earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground”  (Luke 22:43-44). 
 
Even before the crucifixion, Jesus was beginning to experience in Gethsemane the horror of what He was going 
to go through physically and spiritually to rescue us – to fulfill God’s plan of salvation for you and for me.  Jesus 
was so emotionally strained that God had to send an angel to strengthen Him.  Jesus prayed three times that He 
would not have to go through with the experience of the crucifixion - yet He prayed that not His will but His 
Father’s will be done. 
 
Jesus’ Arrest 
That night, one of Jesus’ disciples named Judas, turned against Him and led an angry crowd of men to Jesus.  
They arrested Jesus and took Him to Caiphas, the high priest and the members of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish 
Supreme Court.  There, they spit in His face and struck Him with their fists (Matthew 26:67). 
 
“The next day, early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people came to the 
decision to put Jesus to death.  They bound Him, led Him away and handed him over to Pilate, the 
governor” (Matthew 27:1-2). 
 
Pilate then ordered Jesus to be scourged and crucified.  The instrument used in the punishment of scourging 
was called a flagra.  It consisted of about 12 leather strips with sharp pieces of metal or bone tied to the ends.  
Jesus was tied to a pole and then lashed at least 39 times on the back with this. 
 
“27Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of 
soldiers around him. 28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and then twisted together a 
crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and 
mocked him. "Hail, king of the Jews!" they said. 30They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on 
the head again and again. 31After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes 
on him. Then they led him away to crucify him” (Matthew 27:27-31). 
 
The Crucifixion 
After this the Roman soldiers made Jesus, weakened from loss of blood and beatings, carry his own cross as 
they led him out to a place called Golgotha to crucify him.  When he could go no farther, they seized a man 
named Simon, from Cyrene, and they forced him to carry Jesus’ cross (John 19:16-17, Mark 15:21). 
 
When they finally reached Golgotha, they stretched Jesus, upon the cross beam and took a long metal spike and 
drove the spike into the lower part of the wrist.  Then they took the other hand and pinned it to the cross.  Every 
time the hammer pounded down, I can imagine Jesus saying, “Father, forgive them, forgive them.  They don’t 
know what they’re doing.” 
 
Then the soldiers took and stretched out His feet and left His knees just slightly bent, because this is part of the 
Roman technique of crucifixion.  Then they drove the spikes into his feet. 
 
With Jesus pinned to the cross, they raised it straight up and then dropped it into a hole in the ground.  The jar 
probably dislocated Jesus’ shoulders.  Immediately the horror and agony of crucifixion began. 
 
You see, during the crucifixion, Jesus could breathe in, but it was physically impossible for Him to exhale - He 
couldn’t get the air out of His lungs. 
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But the Romans knew what they were doing.  That’s why they left Jesus’ knees slightly bent.  When Jesus 
needed to take a breath, He could push Himself up just enough to let His breath out.  Then He would fall back 
down.  And He fought there for hours.  Historians tell us that people being crucified said the most awful words to 
those around them.  The Bible says,  
 
“38Two robbers were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39Those who passed by 
hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40and saying, "You who are going to destroy the temple and 
build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!" 41In the same 
way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. 42"He saved others," they said, 
"but he can't save himself! He's the King of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will 
believe in him. 43He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, 'I am the Son of 
God.' " 44In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him” (Matthew 
27:38-44). 
 
Question: What is a sacrifice? [A sacrifice is when something of value is given up for the benefit of others].  
Jesus sacrificed His very life you us so that we could be rescued from sin. 
 
Question: What do you think was the reason why Jesus was beaten, and spit upon and had insults 
hurled at Him? [This was Satan’s (the devil’s) final chance to defeat God’s plan of salvation for all people 
including you and me].  Satan orchestrated the beatings, the spitting, the insults, the taunts, the jeering and the 
mocking.  Just one angry thought, one angry word from Jesus, and salvation for you and me would be lost. 
 
Question: If Jesus had sinned by becoming angry with the people who hit Him or spit upon Him or 
insulted Him, why would God’s plan of salvation have been defeated? [You see, the one being sacrificed for 
all mankind - Jesus - had to be perfect - one without blemish - one without sin]. 
 
Time was running out on Satan, so he turned up the heat.  The painful scourging, more insults, more taunting, 
cursing, the excruciating physical agony of the crucifixion, the crowd around him yelling out their insults.  Surely 
Jesus would get angry just once.  But instead, “Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing” (Luke 23:34). 
 
But the horrible thing that Jesus feared wasn’t the beatings, the insults, or even the crucifixion.  It was what was 
about to happen.  It is what Jesus asked His Father in the Garden of Gethsemane to not have Him go through. 
 
Question: What do you think it was that Jesus feared so much? [The Bible tells us]. 
 
“45From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. 46About the ninth hour Jesus 
cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"--which means, "My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?" (Matthew 27:45-46). 
 
Jesus was now separated from His Father – from God.  From before the beginning of time, Jesus had been in a 
perfect relationship with His Father.  But remember that sin cannot stand in the presence of the Holy God.  
Jesus, God’s sacrifice, the perfect lamb of God, received the penalty of the sins of all mankind - the full measure 
of God’s wrath - upon His body.  And Jesus cried out in a loud voice “It is finished!” (John 19:30). 
 
Question: Why is Jesus called “the Lamb of God?” [During Jesus’ life, there was a daily sacrifice at the 
temple in Jerusalem.  The sacrifice, usually a lamb, was slaughtered at 3:00 (the 9th hour) in the afternoon, 
including the day of the Passover].  At that time, the priest stood at the highest point of the temple and blew a 
shofar, or ram’s horn as a signal that they were about to sacrifice the lamb. 
 
As Jesus hung on the cross, He heard the piercing blast of the horn carry across the city.  Jesus recognized that 
the time of His sacrifice had come.  When the priest killed the Passover lamb, Jesus looked up into heaven and 
said, “It is finished!”  At that moment, the Passover lamb and God’s substitute - Jesus - our Passover Lamb - 
died at 3:00 p.m. 
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The Bible says that when Jesus yielded up His Spirit, the veil in the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  
Historians tell us that the veil of the temple was so finely woven and so thick, that if four horses were tied to the 
veil at the corners, they couldn’t pull it apart.  The veil in the Temple separated ordinary man from the inner 
sanctuary called the Holy of Holies, where God’s presence would come into. 
 
Question: Why do you think that the veil in temple was torn in two? [God tore it in two, to let everyone know 
that man would not have to be separated from Him any longer because of sin]. 

************************************************* 
Jesus said, “It is finished!”  And it is finished.  There is nothing that you can add to God’s salvation.  It’s God’s gift 
to you.  Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away your sins and the sins of all people who believe that He is the 
Son of God and ask Him into their life as Savior. 
 
Question: Have you asked God’s Son to rescue you from your sin?  Have you invited Jesus into your life 
as your Savior?  If you haven’t, and you want to, you can today, right now.  If this is what you want to do, please 
pray this prayer, silently in your heart or in a quiet voice with me now: 
 
Dear Jesus, 
I acknowledge to you that I am a sinner.  Please forgive me of all my sins.  I want to accept you now as my 
personal Savior.  Please come into my life and begin to make me the person you want me to be.  Amen. 
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SPECIAL PRAYER LESSON * 
For The National Day Of Prayer 

 
“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land” (2 
Chronicles 7:14). 
 
The United States Congress set aside a day called “The National Day of Prayer” in1952.  It is a day set apart 
where all Americans are asked to pray for our country: its leaders, and its people. 
 
Today, we’re going to pray for people in 5 groups: 

• Government 
• Churches & Ministry Organizations 
• Businesses & Industries 
• Families 
• Ourselves 

 
Suggestions or examples of individuals in each group are given to help you think of people to pray for.  Also, one 
or two Scripture verses accompany each group to help you think of what to pray about for them. 
 
As you gather individually with your son or daughter, or as a group of families, let’s humble ourselves, turn away 
from wrong and toward good, and call upon Him, that He will hear from heaven and will forgive our sins and will 
heal our land. 
 

“Give ear to my words, O Lord...” (Psalm 5:1). 
 

Our Government 
“Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit 
in the seat of mockers.  But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and 
night” (Psalm 1:1-2). 
 
Pray that our leaders will ask God to help them make good decisions, and stand by them, even they are 
unpopular 

• Federal Leaders: President, US senators & representatives, appointed leaders 
• Local Leaders: Governor, state senators & representatives, mayors, elected positions 
• Judicial System: US supreme court, state supreme court justices, 
• Armed Services: Air Force, Army, Navy, Marines, Reserves 

 
“Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than men!” (Acts 5:29). 
 
Churches & Ministry Organizations 
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap [bring in] a harvest if we do 
not give up” (Galatians 6:9). 
 
Our nation desperately needs to know that there is One God, and that He has set a standard of truth for all.  Pray 
for: 
 

• Your pastor, your church leaders and teachers, your congregation, your denomination; that the Word of 
God will be spoken boldly and unashamed and that the Church will be a pure and bright light in a dark 
world. 

 
• Ministry organizations that you support or help your family, i.e.: Salvation Army, Focus on the Family, 

Christian Camps, Practice Ministries; that lives will be changed, for God’s words to be put into practice 
everyday. 
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Those Imprisoned & Persecuted 
“Be strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid or terrified of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; 
he will never leave or forsake you” (Deuteronomy 31:6). 
 

• Many times, those people who are in prison because of wrong deeds need to have their hearts (their 
thoughts and attitudes) made pure so that they do not commit their crimes again.  Only Jesus can 
change a person’s heart.  Pray for their hearts to be changed. 

 
• Some people are “made slaves” to illegal drugs, excessive alcohol use, wrong beliefs about God, and 

are they are “imprisoned or held hostage” to them.  Only Jesus has the key to unlock the chains that 
hold these people to their captors.  Pray for their release. 

 
• Sometimes Christians are made fun of or looked down upon.  In other parts of the world, Christians are 

sometimes put in prison, physically harmed, or have jobs, homes or even family members taken away 
from them.  Pray for their safety and that God will be honored by their words and actions. 

 
Our Society & Cultures 

“Blessed are they who keep his laws and seek him with all their heart.  They do nothing wrong; they walk 
in his ways.  You have laid down rules to live by that are to be fully obeyed” (Psalm 119:2-4). 
 
Everyday we are influenced by what we see, hear, read or are told; whether it is right or wrong, good or bad, 
Godly or ungodly.  Pray for the influence of the wrong the bad and the ungodly to be stopped, and that what is 
right and good and Godly will be seen, heard, read and told. 
 
Perhaps pick one or two groups from the following list and apply your prayers to people in these fields: 
 

• Business & Industry   Communications, financial, law, manufacturing. 
• Community Services   Charitable organizations, police. 
• Educational System   Coaches, students, teachers. 
• Scientific Community   Research & Development. 
• The Media    Television, radio, newspapers. 
• The Entertainment Industry  Film, music, print, sports. 

 
 

The Family 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  These 
commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts and you shall teach them to your 
children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up” (Deuteronomy 6:5-7). 
 

• God designed the family to be where His truths and ways are taught.  Pray for parents, and especially 
fathers to lead their family by the example that God and heroes in the Bible set for us. 

 
• Pray for your family members, your friends, your neighbors, your teammates, for broken families, for 

those who don’t have families. 
 
 

Personal Renewal & Moral Awakening 
“Search me O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if there is any 
offensive way in me, and lead me in the way that is everlasting [true and right]” (Psalm 139:23-24). 
 

• Pray that God will show you parts of you that don’t make Him smile, and allow Him to help fix those 
areas. 
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• Pray for all people in our country, that they will look for God, and turn around from thinking & doing 
wrong, and think & do what is right. 

 
“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he 
hears us” (1 John 5:14). 
 
* This lesson is adapted from the Dallas Leadership Prayer Breakfast Guide, 1997. 
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STORY TIME 
 
Today’s Lesson verse 
“One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!" (John 9:25). 
 
Introduction 
In 2001, I helped develop a course called “Story Tellers” for a local church in Dallas, TX, to help people develop 
and learn how to share their story – how they came into a relationship with Jesus Christ.  Story Time is an 
abbreviated form of this course, but the purpose is still the same – to help you testify to the transforming power 
of Jesus Christ in your life. 
 
One of the most powerful and intimate moments that you and the kids in your Bible study will experience is when 
a dad or a son or a daughter simply tells their story. 
 
Whenever you decide to do this as a group, it’s time to put aside the Bibles, the workbook, and just listen.  It’s an 
awesome time to spend together.  (See note on how to proceed with your group at the end of this lesson). 
 

Story Time 
(Text: John 9:1-25) 

1”As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?"  3"Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, 
"but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. 4As long as it is day, we must 
do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5While I am in the world, I am 
the light of the world."  
6Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. 
7"Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, 
and came home seeing. 
 
8His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, "Isn't this the same man who used 
to sit and beg?" 9Some claimed that he was.  Others said, "No, he only looks like him."  But he himself 
insisted, "I am the man." 
 
10"How then were your eyes opened?" they demanded.  11He replied, "The man they call Jesus made 
some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I 
could see." 12"Where is this man?" they asked him. "I don't know," he said. 
 
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14Now the day on which Jesus had made 
the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath. 15Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he 
had received his sight. "He put mud on my eyes," the man replied, "and I washed, and now I see." 
 
16Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath."  But others 
asked, "How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?" So they were divided. 
 
17Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened."  The man replied, "He is a prophet."  18The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and 
had received his sight until they sent for the man's parents. 19"Is this your son?" they asked. "Is this the 
one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?" 
 
20"We know he is our son," the parents answered, "and we know he was born blind. 21But how he can 
see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself." 22His 
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone 
who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ] would be put out of the synagogue. 23That was why his 
parents said, "He is of age; ask him."  24A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. 
"Give glory to God " they said. "We know this man is a sinner."  25He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or 
not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!" 
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Telling Your Story 
The thought of “telling your story” can be a little uncomfortable.  Perhaps you’re afraid of failing or that you won’t 
know what to say.  That’s why I’ve put this section on “Story Time” together.  Everyone has a story to tell, and 
learning how to tell your story may be just what it takes to bring the good news of Jesus Christ into someone’s 
life. 
 
So…What’s Your Story? 
“So…tell me your story.”  If you were asked that question, what would be your answer?  “Well…I don’t think I 
have much of a story to tell.”…“I suppose I’ve got a story, but it’s not very interesting.”  It’s natural to feel that 
way, but it’s far from the truth.  We all have a special, unique and meaningful story to tell unlike that of anyone 
else.  If you’ve met Jesus, you have a story to tell. 
 
Perhaps you already know it well.  Perhaps you still need to develop it.  Either way, writing and sharing your 
story can be a powerful reminder of how God is at work in your life.  It can provide a powerful witness to those 
who hear it – especially to your son or daughter! 
 
That’s the purpose of sharing your story - to tell of the transforming power of Christ in your life.  When you share 
your story, you’re telling the Gospel through your story, a Gospel made real and tangible in your life. 
 
So, here we go… 
 
If you’ve never thought much of how to tell someone your story, or had the wonderful experience of putting your 
story down on paper, here are some ideas and suggestions for putting your story together. 
 
Conversion 
If you remember a specific time, place or event when you accepted Jesus Christ into your life, then perhaps 
“conversion” fits best.  If conversion fits best, try shaping your story around these questions: 
 

• What was your life like before you invited Jesus into your life? 
 

• What led (events, conversation, etc.) you to accept Jesus as your Savior? 
 

• How and when did you receive Christ as Savior?  As Lord? 
 

• How has Jesus changed your life? 
 
Journey 
If your faith seems more like a journey, then perhaps “Spiritual Journey” fits best.  Try these questions: 
 

• What have been some key events in which God has worked in your life? 
 

• What experiences, circumstances or people have helped to develop your faith in Christ? 
 

• How would your life be different without Jesus? (i.e.: lifestyle, attitudes, priorities, relationships, etc.). 
 
Sharing The Gospel Through Your Story 
“In Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself” (2 Corinthians 5:19). 
The Gospel is the story of Jesus.  The story of Jesus is part of the larger story of scripture, spanning the 
Creation, through the Fall, to the Redemption (or rescue) that Jesus brings.  That’s a big story, yet there is one 
theme that runs throughout that story: Reconciliation!  One powerful way to share the good news of Jesus 
Christ is by weaving the Gospel into your own story. 
 
Try fitting these questions in your story: 
 



CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS & EXPLORING THE BIBLE 

Dad’s and Kids Together in God’s Word   117 
 

Creation 
How do you understand God’s purpose in creation? 
“…to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 1:5). 
 
How do you understand your purpose in life? 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength…Love your 
neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:27-29). 
 
Fall 
How have you experienced sin in your life? 
“If you love me you will obey my commandments” (John 14:15). 
 
What are (were) the consequences of that sin? 
“But your iniquities have separated you from your God” (Isaiah 59:2). 
 
Rescue 
How did you come to put your faith in Jesus Christ (the solution)? 
“For it is by grace (undeserved mercy) that you have been saved, through faith, and this is not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
 
How have you been reconciled to God (what were the results)? 
“…we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation” (Romans 5:11). 
 
What role has the church or others played for you? 
“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it” (1 Corinthians 12:27). 
 
Putting Your Story Together 

• What elements of your story might be interesting to someone else? 
 

• What Bible verses might you include under each of the previous questions? 
 

• What experiences in your life can form illustrations to help you tell your story? 
 

• Write your story as if you were telling someone else 
 

• Keep it between 3-5 minutes 
*********************************************************************** 

 
Story Time In Your Bible Study 
Some of the dads and kids in your group will be willing to share their testimony.  Others may feel that they are 
not ready.  That’s OK. 
 
Before you do this lesson, I suggest that you announce a week ahead of time that this is what the lesson will be.  
I also suggest telling the group that either you will volunteer to lead off, or have one or two dads who you feel 
would be willing to lead off agree to do so. 
 
You may spend one session on this or several, as there won’t be enough time to do more than one or two each 
week.  I do encourage you to make enough time to let all who want to give their testimony to be able to do so. 
 
A work sheet for this special lesson is found in the Exploring the Bible section of this Practice Ministries 
Leader’s Guide. 
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STUDY LEADER’S GUIDE TO EXPLORING THE BIBLE 
 
This study leader’s guide to Exploring the Bible is designed for two reasons: 
1. To give the answers to questions asked in the Exploring the Bible sheets with specific Scripture references. 
2. To give suggested answers to some open ended questions. 
 
The suggested answers given are by no means the answer to many of the questions, but ones that we hope will 
help you foster ideas and discussion as you lead your group through the Exploring the Bible section of the 
lesson. 
 
Exploring the Bible can be a great way for kids and their dads to learn about the Bible together, and also bring 
the whole family to a deeper understanding of God’s Word. 
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LESSON # 1: INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS 
 
Opportunities to Explore the Bible 
1) What is a Christian? 
A person who has entered into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ (Revelation 3:20). 
 
2) What is Christianity? 
Christians guided and empowered by the power of the Holy Spirit to live obediently to Jesus’ commands and 
teachings (John 14:15-17). 
 
3) Why is it important to learn how to present the truth of Christianity? 
Helps you know & understand the truth about Christianity, Helps you tell people the truth about Christianity, 
Helps give you confidence in your Christian faith because it is based on reasonable, logical evidence (1 Peter 
3:15, John 8:31-32). 
 
4) What does the Bible say about truth? 
Truth is knowable (John 8:31-32). 
 
5) Truth is the opposite of error.  If the Christian view of God is true, then... 
All opposing views of God are false. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give a reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect...” (1 
Peter 3:15). 
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LESSON # 2:  IS GOD KNOWABLE? 
 
Read John 10:1-18 
 
Opportunities to Explore the Bible 
1) How do sheep know their shepherd? 
The sheep know and recognize his voice (John 10:4). 
 
2) What do we know about God? 
God is knowable (John 10:14). 
 
3) How can you and I know about God? 
God has made Himself known through Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:15). 
 
Standing on the ground, it’s easy to believe that a pilot can fly you safely from one place to another.  It’s another 
to actually climb into the plane and trust him to do it. 
 
4) Using this story of the plane and the pilot, what kind of faith does it take to be a Christian? 
The faith to climb into the plane. 
 
5) What does the Bible say about presenting the truth of Christianity? 

• Some people will accept Jesus as Savior (Galatians 6:9). 
• Some people will refuse to believe (John 5:40). 

 
6) In what manner should you tell people about the truth of Christianity? 
Gently and with respect (1 Peter 3:15). 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me” (John 10:14). 
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LESSON # 3:  EVIDENCE THAT GOD EXISTS 
 
Read Exodus 19:16-19 
 
Opportunities to Explore the Bible 
Since the possibility that God exists is true, and it is reasonable that some of the truth about God can be known, 
then it is reasonable that there is evidence that God exists. 
 
1) Why can’t God be proven scientifically? 
For something to proven scientifically, it must be repeatable, observable & measurable 
 
2) Since God cannot be proven scientifically, what should we look for? 
Clues. 
 
3) What would be the best evidence that God exists? 
Eyewitness accounts (Exodus 19:16-19). 
 
4) What does the Bible say about how God has made himself known plainly? Through His creation 
(Romans 1:19-20). 
 
5) What evidence can you find in the universe that God exists? 
The order of the universe (Psalm 19:1-4)  
 
6) What evidence about the earth tells us God exists? 
The design of the earth (Proverbs 8:25-29)  
 
7) What evidence among people tells us God exists?  

• An almost universal belief in God among all people groups (Psalm 46:10) 
• Existence of moral laws in all cultures in all times (Hosea 14:9) 

 
8) What is perhaps the greatest evidence for God? 
The creation of life (Psalm 139:12-14). 
 
Clues from nature, history and life all point toward reasonable evidence that God exists.  Remember though, 
while individual clues by themselves may not prove the existence of God - when you begin to put together all of 
the clues, the evidence becomes overwhelming in favor of the existence of God. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“... since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.  For 
since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities - His eternal power and divine nature - have 
clearly been seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse” 
(Romans 1:19-20). 
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LESSON # 4:  IS JESUS CHRIST GOD? 
 
Opportunities to Explore the Bible 
1) What would be the best way for God to communicate with man? 
Become a man and live with us. 
 
2) Has God done this?  Who & how? 
Yes (Hebrews 1:1-2). 
Jesus Christ, the Word who became flesh and made his dwelling among us (John 1:14). 
 
Jesus is the best and clearest answer to how we know that God exists and what He is like.  The other indications 
are merely clues or hints.  What confirms them is the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
3) What makes Jesus different from all other major religious leaders? 
Jesus claimed to be God (Matthew 26:63-64). 
 
4) What are the three claims that Jesus made about himself? 

• Jesus claimed to be the Son of God (Matthew 26:63-64). 
• Jesus claimed to be equal with God (John 10:30-33). 
• Jesus claimed to be God (Exodus 3:13-14, John 8:58). 

 
5) How can we know that Jesus’ claims that He is God are true? 
Either Jesus’ claims are false or His claims are true 
 
6) What if Jesus’ claims are false? 

• Jesus knew his claims were false, which would make him a liar 
• Jesus didn’t know his claims were false, which would make him crazy 

 
7) What if Jesus’ claims really are true? 
Jesus is Who He said He is.  He is God. 
 
It now comes down to a matter of what you will choose.  To not make a choice is an option that is not left open to 
you.  To not make any choice is to automatically side with those who reject Him and willingly accept the 
consequences. 
 
8) Who do you say that Jesus Christ is? 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“In the past God spoke to our forefathers though the prophets at many times and in various ways, but on 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son...” (Hebrews 1:1-2). 
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LESSON # 5: THE RESURRECTION 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
 
Jesus made many claims about himself - he said that he would be put to death and then three days later he 
would be raised to life again.  If Jesus said that he would be raised to life again and in fact he wasn’t, then all of 
his other teachings and who he claimed to be would be in question.  His resurrection from the dead is God’s seal 
of truth that Jesus is who he said he was: The Son of God! 
 
Opportunities to Explore the Bible 
1) If Jesus was not raised from death to life, what does Paul say about our faith? 
Close the church doors, turn off the lights & go home.  Our faith is useless (1 Corinthians 15:14). 
 
2) If Jesus was not raised to life again, why does Paul say that our faith is useless? 
We are still in our sins and without a savior (1 Corinthians 15:17-18). 
 
3) What is the truth about the resurrection of Jesus Christ? 
HE HAS RISEN INDEED! (1 Corinthians 15:20). 
 
Setting The Background For The Resurrection Of Jesus Christ 
 
Read 1 John 19:38-42 
4) Where was Jesus’ body laid after he was crucified? 
In a new tomb. 
 
Read Matthew 27:62-66 
5) What did the Jewish religious leaders do to make the tomb secure? 
Sealed the stone and posted a guard. 
 
Read Matthew 28: 1-7 & John 20:2-7 
6) What did Mary see on Sunday at the tomb?  What did Peter & John see? 
An angel!  Nothing!  Only some strips of linen, and the burial cloth for the head. 
 
For many people, the Bible’s account of Jesus’ resurrection is proof enough that He really was raised, and Jesus 
is who He says he is!  But many people either do not believe what the Bible says, or don’t want to believe what 
the Bible says.  In fact, some people have come up with other explanations as to why the tomb was empty.  We’ll 
see what they have to say, and why they’re wrong in our next lesson! 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead...” (1 Corinthians 15:20). 
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LESSON # 6: EXPLAINING THE RESURRECTION 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-7 
 
There have been several theories introduced by individuals to try to explain why the tomb was empty on that first 
Easter morning.  Let’s see what they have to say and why they’re wrong: 
 
The Wrong Tomb: Read John 20:1-3 
This theory assumes that Mary went to the wrong tomb.  If Mary went to the wrong tomb, then John & Peter must 
have also gone to the wrong tomb, and the Roman guard must have been at the wrong tomb.  Also, the Jewish 
religious leaders would have wasted no time in going to the right tomb. 
 
The Swoon Theory: Read John 19:31-35 
This theory says that Jesus didn’t really die, but only fainted from exhaustion and loss of blood.  He later revived 
and left the tomb.  But everyone at the crucifixion site was sure that Jesus was dead.  One of the soldiers even 
went over and pierced him to see if he really was dead.  They would not have taken Him off the cross is he were 
still alive. 
 
The Disciples Stole The Body: Read John 20:19 
This theory says that somehow the disciples went to the tomb and stole the body.  However, 3 days after Jesus’ 
death, the disciples were still locked in a room, huddled together and cowering with fear over what might happen 
to them.  And what about the Roman guards?  They were there.  Could these fearful disciples take on a group of 
trained fighting soldiers and steal the body?  Finally, the grave clothes were still there. 
 
The Roman or Jewish Authorities Removed The Body: Read Matthew 28:11-15 
If this is so, then why didn’t the authorities just produce Jesus’ dead body?  This would have squashed 
Christianity in the cradle before it had a chance to begin. 
 
Evidence For The Resurrection of Jesus Christ: 

• The Grave cloths were left undisturbed lying in the tomb 
• There were 10 separate appearances of Jesus to many different witnesses. 
• If it was not the resurrection, then what transformed Jesus’ disciples from men who cowered in fear 

behind locked doors, into men who boldly proclaimed the message that Jesus is the risen Christ? 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize them in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And I 
will be with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20). 
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LESSON # 7: REVIEW OF LESSONS 1-6 
 
  1) Anything opposed to the truth is false.  If the Christian view of God is true, then all opposing views of 
God are false.  What then, can Christians be certain of?  God exists, Jesus is the Son of God, The Bible is 
true (all of it), Jesus is the only way to God. 
 
  2) What evidence exists that suggests there is a God?  Design of nature, order of the universe, belief in a 
god among all peoples, universal existence of moral laws, life. 
 
  3) What is the best evidence or clue that God exists?  The Person of Jesus Christ. 
 
  4) What makes Christianity different from all other religions?  Christianity is not a religion.  Religions are an 
attempt by man to please God and earn his way to heaven.  Christianity is a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
  5) Jesus claimed to be God.  Either His claims are: false or His claims are true. 
 
  6) If Jesus claims are false:  Jesus was lying or Jesus was crazy. 
 
  7) If Jesus claim is true then:  He is God. 
 
  8) Why is the resurrection so important?  Because Christianity stands or falls with the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ! 
 
  9) How do we know that Jesus Christ was resurrected?  Eyewitness reports found in God’s Word - The 
Bible. 
 
10) What’s wrong with these theories that say Jesus was not resurrected? 

• Mary went to the wrong tomb: Peter, John & the guards would also be at the wrong tomb 
• Jesus did not really die on the cross: One of the soldiers pierced Jesus. 
• The disciples stole Jesus’ body: The disciples were locked in a room, huddled together and cowering 

with fear over what might happen to them. 
• The Roman & Jewish authorities had the body. 

 
11) What evidence is there for the resurrection of Jesus?  The grave clothes were left undisturbed inside the 
tomb, Jesus was seen; the disciples were transformed. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give a reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect...” (1 
Peter 3:15). 
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LESSON # 8: IS WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS TRUE? 
 
1) The Bible makes some startling claims: 

• The Bible is God’s Word (2 Timothy 3:16). 
• God says His Word is the standard for all truth (Proverbs 30:5). 
• God’s Word was true when written, is true today, will be true forever (Psalm 119:160). 

 
2) The Bible also claims that in it you can find: 

• The truth about our present spiritual condition (Romans 3:23) 
• The truth about what God has done for us (John 3:16) 
• The truth about what we must do to be saved (Romans 10:9) 
• The truth about how we should live and worship God (Romans 12:1-2) 

 
Startling claims - Yes!  But if the Bible’s claims are true, then we know that God exists, that Jesus is God’s own 
Eternal Son, and you have the truth about the meaning and purpose for your life. 
 
3) Although the Bible was written by 40 different men over a period of 1500 years, the Bible has one 
central message: God’s desire and plan to save men from their sins.  How could this have been 
accomplished? 
God revealed to these writers at different times what He wanted to communicate to you and me through them (2 
Peter 1:21). 
 
4) How does archeology help confirm that what the Bible says is true? 

• Confirms accounts in the Bible 
• Provides background information on individuals or places named in Bible accounts 

 
5) What are some scientific truths that were recorded as facts in the Bible hundreds or thousands of 
years before science proved them? 

• The earth is round (Isaiah 40:22) 
• Circulation in the atmosphere (Ecclesiastes 1:6) 
• The earth has a gravitational field (Job 26:7) 

 
6) How does personal experience help confirm the validity of the Bible? 

• Finds that the promises of the Bible are true (Psalm 119:160). 
• Attests that its counsel or advice is sound (Proverbs 8:32-33). 
• Proves that its commands and restrictions are wise (Psalm 121:1-2). 

 
Good Words To Remember 
“All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal” (Psalm 119:160). 
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LESSON # 9: IS WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS TRUE? 
 
1) What are two ways we can know that Jesus is God’s Son - the Messiah? 

1. Fulfilled prophecy (Isaiah 7:14 & Luke 2:1-7) 
2. Elimination of possibilities through Jesus’ family tree (Matthew 1:1-16) 

 
2) Match the prophecy with its fulfillment: 
The Coming Messiah: (Malachi 3:1)   __d___ 
How The Messiah Will Be Recognized: (Isaiah 61:1) __b___ 
The Messiah’s Birth: (Isaiah 7:14 & Micah 5:2)  __f___ 
The Messiah’s Trial: (Isaiah 53:7)   __a___ 
The Manner Of The Messiah’s Death: (Isaiah 53:5) __e___ 
The Messiah’s Resurrection: (Isaiah 53:11)  __c___ 
 
a) Matthew 27:12-14  b) Mark 1:10-11, Luke 7:22 c) Matthew 28:1-7a  
d) Luke 2:21-32   e) Matthew 27:26  f) Luke 2:1-7 
 
3) How many major prophecies in the Old Testament concerning the Messiah did Jesus fulfill in the New 
Testament?  (a) 8 (b) 19 (c) 60 
(c) 
 
4) Match Jesus’ Family Tree: 
1) Which of Noah’s 3 sons did Jesus descend from? __b___ 
2) Which son of Isaac did Jesus descend from?  __e___ 
3) Which son of Jacob did Jesus descend from?  __d___ 
4) Which king of Israel, did Jesus descend from?  __a___ 
5) Who did both Mary & Joseph descend from?  __c___ 
 
a) David, eliminating descendants of all other people the Messiah could descend from 
b) Shem, eliminating 2/3rds of all people the Messiah could descend from 
c) David, thereby giving Jesus rightful heir to the royal throne 
d) Judah, eliminating 11/12ths of the remaining possibilities 
e) Jacob, eliminating 1/2 of the remaining possibilities 
 
By the laws of probability, anyone but Jesus being the Messiah is ruled out. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities [wrongs]; the punishment 
that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). 
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LESSON # 10: IS WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS TRUE? 
 
Are the Scriptures the same today as when originally written? 

• Before the printing press, the original Scriptures were carefully reproduced by hand 
• The Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew and later translated into Latin and Greek.  The 

Hebrew, Latin & Greek translations are in remarkable agreement. 
• The earliest known complete copy of the Old Testament is dated around 900 AD.  We know that 

documents dated earlier than 900 AD were preserved correctly from the Dead Sea Scrolls.  When the 
Dead Sea Scrolls were found, copies of the same Scriptures 1,000 years apart could now be compared.  
What little differences were found did not change the meaning of the Scriptures. 

• The Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Old Testament) is dated around 200 BC.  When the 
Septuagint is compared with the Dead Sea Scrolls, the comparison shows that the copies are similar. 

• It is evident that the Old Testament Scriptures have been preserved very carefully since 200 BC, and 
that what we have now is what was originally written. 

• Today over 4,000 copies of New Testament manuscripts are in existence.  These manuscripts are 
copied on different writing materials that enable Scripture copied in different periods of time to be 
compared. 

• By comparing the Scriptures copied onto these different materials, there is found little to no difference in 
the wording, and the meaning of the wording is not changed by the differences found. 

 
Proofs that what was actually written in the New Testament were recorded correctly: 

• First, we must believe that what was written down is correct unless the author makes contradictions or 
inaccurate statements. 

• Men who had been eyewitnesses or who related accounts of what eyewitnesses said recorded the New 
Testament. 

• The New Testament accounts of Jesus were being circulated within the lifetimes of those who were alive 
at that time of His life.  These people could confirm or deny the accuracy of what was written. 

 
Proofs outside the Bible documents that confirm what is recorded in the Bible is true: 

• Archeology has confirmed countless passages 
• Works written during the same period when the Gospel accounts were written agree with what is 

contained in the Scriptures. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty” 
(2 Peter 1:16). 
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LESSON # 11: A REVIEW OF LESSONS 8 - 10 
 
1) What claims does the Bible make? 

• The Bible is what God himself wanted to be written down (2 Timothy 3:16). 
• His Word is the standard for all truth (Proverbs 30:5). 
• God’s Word was true when written, is true today, will be true forever (Psalm 119:160). 
• The truth about our present spiritual condition (Romans 3:23) 
• The truth about what God has done for us (John 3:16) 
• The truth about what we must do to be saved (Romans 10:9) 
• The truth about how we should live and worship (Romans 12:1-2). 

 
2) What evidence exists that confirms that what the Bible says is true? 

• The way that the Bible is constructed 
• Archeological findings 
• Accuracy of scientific information contained in the Bible 
• Personal testimony 
• Fulfilled prophecy 

 
3) What are two ways we can know that Jesus is God’s Son - the Messiah? 

• Fulfilled prophecy 
• Elimination of possibilities through Jesus’ family tree 

 
4) How do we know the Scriptures are the same today as when originally written? 

• Careful copying 
• The Latin & Greek translations from the original Hebrew are in agreement. 
• Copies of Scripture thousands of years apart are in remarkable agreement 

 
5) How do we know that what was actually written in the New Testament was recorded correctly? 

• Eyewitness accounts or related accounts of what eyewitnesses said. 
• The New Testament accounts of Jesus were being circulated within the lifetimes of those who were alive 

at that time of his life.  These people alive at the time the Scriptures were written could confirm or deny 
the accuracy of what was written. 

 
6) Is there any proof outside of the Scriptures that what is recorded in the Bible documents is accurate? 

• Confirmation from archaeology 
• Other writings not found in the Bible agree with what is contained in the New Testament Scriptures. 

 
Good Words To Remember 
“All Scripture is inspired by God…” (2 Timothy 3:16). 



CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS & EXPLORING THE BIBLE 

Dad’s and Kids Together in God’s Word   131 
 

LESSON # 12: IS JESUS CHRIST THE ONLY WAY TO GOD? 
 
  1) What do Christians believe about Jesus Christ? 
There is salvation in no one else (Acts 4:12). 
 
  2) Why do Christians believe this? 
Because Jesus Christ teaches it (John 14:6). 
 
  3) What about members of other religions that claim their faith has the correct answers of who God is 
and what He is like? 
If Jesus Christ is who He claims to be, then He is the only way to God. 
 
  4) What does it mean when Jesus says, “I am the way?” 
Jesus is the “Way” to restore you to a personal relationship with God (John 14:1-7). 
 
  5) How can Jesus make the claim, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life? 
The spiritual law that requires payment for sin can be satisfied only through Jesus’ death on the cross (Romans 
3:23-25). 
 
  6) It sounds so harsh to say that what someone believes about God is wrong.  Aren’t Christianity and 
other religions really just about the same? 
No.  There are similarities but the differences are much greater than the similarities. 
 
  7) What is the main difference between Christianity and other religions?  
Christianity is not a religion.  Religions are an attempt by man to please God and earn his way to heaven.  
Christianity is a relationship with Jesus Christ (John 14:15-18). 
 
  8) Why does Christianity alone offer assurance of salvation? 
Jesus does something for us we cannot do for ourselves (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
 
  9) So are Christians better than people who are not Christians? 
A Christian has no right to say that he or she is better.  A Christian speaks only as a sinner saved purely 
because of God’s grace (Ephesians 2:4-5). 
 
10) How is Jesus different from other major religious leaders? 
Of all the great religious leaders of the world only Jesus claims to be God (Matthew 16:15-17). 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“Jesus answered, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through 
me.”  If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well.  From now on, you do know him and 
have seen him” (John 14:6-7). 
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LESSON # 13: WHAT BIBLICAL CHRISTIANS BELIEVE 
 
  1) Why is Jesus called Savior? 
Because as a man, Jesus could pay the debt men owe; as God Jesus had the capacity to pay an infinite penalty 
against an infinite God (Acts 4:12). 
 
  2) Why is Jesus called Christ (Anointed One)? 
Jesus revealed God’s plan to deliver all people from the power of sin and death through the sacrifice of Himself 
on the cross (Matthew 16:15-16). 
 
  3) Why is Jesus called our High Priest? 
Jesus has redeemed us once and for all by the sacrifice of His body and now stands at the right hand of the 
Father interceding for us to God the Father (Hebrews 7:23-27). 
 
  4) Why is Jesus called King? 
Jesus, our eternal King, governs, defends, sustains, redeems us (Revelation 19:11-16). 
 
  5) Why is Jesus called Lord? 
At the cost of his own blood He bought us from sin for His very own (Revelation 5:9-10). 
 
  6) What do Biblical Christians believe about the Trinity? 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are each equally and eternally the One true God (Matthew 
28:19). 
 
  7) What do Biblical Christians believe about man’s spirit? 
It is eternal (Daniel 12:2). 
 
  8) What do Biblical Christians believe about sin? 

• We are born sinful (Psalm 51:5) 
• We sin by choice (Isaiah 53:6). 

 
  9) What do Biblical Christians believe about salvation? 

• Salvation is a gift (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
• Salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ (John 3:16). 
• Salvation is assured and permanent (John 10:27-30). 

 
10) What do Biblical Christians believe about receiving salvation? 

• Acknowledge and confess your sinfulness (1 John 1:8-9). 
• Believe in Jesus as the Son of God, ask Him to be your Lord and Savior (Romans 10:9). 

 
Good Words To Remember 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
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LESSON # 14: JUDAISM & BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY 
 

• According to the Old Testament Scriptures, who is the Messiah?  The Messiah would redeem 
God’s people from their sins (Isaiah 53). 

• What does Judaism today believe about the Messiah?  The Jewish idea of the Messiah will be a man 
sent by God to restore Israel to glory & bring lasting peace. 

 
• What does Judaism believe about Jesus Christ?  Some Jews accept Jesus as a great prophet and 

find good things in his teachings.  Jesus did not bring about their idea of the messianic age and so he is 
not the Messiah.  As a result, many Jewish people still await the Messiah’s coming. 

• Biblical Christians believe: Jesus is the Son of God, the Christ, the Messiah predicted in Isaiah 
chapters 49-53.  He is God as well as man.  He was sinless and died to redeem all men from sin. 

 
What does Judaism believe about the Trinity? Jews do not believe in the Trinity.  There is only one God: 
Yahweh (Deuteronomy 6:4). 
Biblical Christianity believes: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are each equally and 
eternally the one true God (Luke 3:21-22). 
 
What does Judaism believe about man’s sinfulness? Sin is an act and not a state. 
Biblical Christians believe: A person is born spiritually dead and is born in a state of sinfulness - inherited from 
Adam’s act of disobedience (Psalm 51:5). 
 
What does Judaism believe about salvation? Man does not need redemption.  Anyone, Jewish or not may 
gain salvation through the commitment to the One God and moral living.  Man has the ability to live by the Law 
(the Torah).  If he fails, he only needs to come to God in repentance. 
Biblical Christians believe: Salvation is a gift of God and comes through faith in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:8-
9). 
 
What is the authority or sacred book of Judaism? The OT, especially the first 5 books (The Law given to 
Moses by God) & other sacred writings. 
Biblical Christian’s authority: The Bible: The OT and the NT. 
 
Suggestions for presenting Biblical Christianity to a person of the Jewish faith 

• Emphasize Christ’s sacrificial death and the fact of His resurrection. 
• Emphasize Old Testament prophecies fulfilled by Jesus providing evidence that He is the Messiah. 

 
Good Words To Remember 
“For there really is no difference between Jew and Gentile - the same Lord is Lord of all and richly 
blesses all who call on him, for “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 
10:13). 
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LESSON # 15: ISLAM & BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY 
 

• What does Islam believe about God? There is only one true God - his name is Allah and Mohammed 
is his prophet 

• Biblical Christians believe: God the Father has revealed Himself through the Scriptures and through 
His Son Jesus Christ. 

 
• What does Islam believe about Jesus Christ? Islam denies Jesus is the Son of God, and denies 

Jesus’ resurrection. 
• Biblical Christians believe: Jesus is the Son of God.  He is God as well as man.  He was sinless and 

died to redeem all men from sin (John 1:29). 
 

• What does Islam believe about the Trinity? There is no god but Allah.  It is an unpardonable sin to 
associate a “partner” with God. 

• Biblical Christians believe: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are each equally and 
eternally the one true God, yet Three Persons (Matt 3:16-17). 

 
• What does Islam believe about sin? Islam teaches that a person is born free of sin.  Sin is a person’s 

failure to do the religious duties as outlined in the five pillars. 
• Biblical Christians believe: A person is born spiritually dead and is in a state of sinfulness (Ephesians 

2:1). 
 

• What does Islam believe about salvation? Islam requires that a person earn his or her salvation by 
performing the duties of the 5 pillars of faith: Statement of belief, prayers, alms, a month of fasting 
(Ramadan), and pilgrimage to Mecca. 

• Biblical Christians believe: Salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ.  Jesus promises to lift the 
burden of sin and salvation from man (Matthew 11:28-30). 

 
• What is the authority or sacred book of Islam? The Qur’an, The Torah (first 5 books of Moses, 

Psalms of David, the Gospel of Jesus (changed from the Bible). 
• Biblical Christian’s authority: The Bible: The OT and the NT. 

 
Suggestions for presenting Biblical Christianity to a Muslim: 

• Contrast what the God of the Bible has done with what the god of Islam has not done about the problem 
of sin.  Islam makes no provision for sin.  And Allah has done nothing for man that cost him anything, 
unlike the God of the Bible. 

• Point out that a Muslim has no personal relationship with God. 
• Explain the error of earning salvation by living according to the 5 pillars.  When do you know if you’ve 

done enough or done well enough? 
 
Good Words To Remember: 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon me and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 
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LESSON # 16: HINDUISM & BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY 
 

• What does Hinduism believe about God? In philosophical Hinduism, god is an “It.”  In popular 
Hinduism, there are many gods.  Ultimately, man is god. 

• Biblical Christians believe: God is a Person (John 14:1-7). 
 

• What does Hinduism believe about Jesus Christ? Jesus is just one of many incarnations of God.  
Jesus is not the Only Son of God. 

• Biblical Christians believe: Jesus is God’s one and only Eternal Son.  He is God as well as man.  He 
was sinless and died to redeem all men from sin (John 3:16). 

 
• What does Hinduism believe about the Trinity? A trinity of gods represents the impersonal supreme 

God.  Many Hindus worship one or all three of these gods. 
• Biblical Christians believe: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are each equally and 

eternally the one true God, yet three Persons (Matt 3:16-17). 
 

• What does Hinduism believe about man’s soul? The soul continues on a cycle of births and rebirths 
until it can break free and be joined to the infinite. 

• Biblical Christians believe: Man has an eternal soul whose salvation rests upon the gift of eternal life 
through Jesus Christ (1 John 5:11-2). 

 
• What does Hinduism believe about sin? Since each man ultimately is God, there is no sin to separate 

him from God. 
• Biblical Christians believe: Sin is real (1 John 1:8-9). 

 
• What does Hinduism believe about salvation? Salvation comes through correct works, knowledge, 

worshipping one or many gods. 
• Biblical Christians believe: Salvation is a gift of God that comes through faith in Jesus Christ (John 

6:35). 
 

• What is the authority or sacred book of Hinduism? The Upanishads. 
• Biblical Christian’s authority: The Bible: The OT and the NT. 

 
Suggestions for presenting Biblical Christianity to a Hindu 

• Hinduism teaches that God has been incarnate many times to teach men truths.  The Bible says that 
God became incarnate only once in the person of Jesus Christ, not just to teach, but also to assure us of 
salvation by what He has done for us. 

• Stress the unique claims of Jesus.  Through Jesus Christ we have eternal life, not just a series of 
unproved reincarnations. 

 
Good Words To Remember 
“See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on 
human tradition and the basic principles of the world rather than on Christ” (Colossians 2:8-10). 
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LESSON # 17:  MORMONS & BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY 
 

• What does a Mormon believe about God? God has not always been the Supreme Being; Adam is 
God the Father. 

• Biblical Christians believe: God the Father has existed eternally in perfection (Genesis 1:1).  God is 
Spirit (John 4:24).  Adam was never God. 

 
• What does a Mormon believe about Jesus Christ? After receiving a physical body Jesus, referred to 

as “elder brother” was elevated to deity and is one of many gods. 
• Biblical Christians believe: Jesus Christ has existed eternally as God the Second Person of the Trinity, 

then took on human nature (Colossians 1:15). 
 

• What does a Mormon believe about the Trinity? God the Father is above the other gods in the 
universe.  The Holy Spirit is an impersonal “fluid”. 

• Biblical Christians believe: Even though the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are three Persons, they are 
One God (John 15:26). 

 
• What does a Mormon believe about man’s soul? Physical birth gives bodies to spirit beings and an 

opportunity to choose right or wrong.  All men go to a heaven. 
• Biblical Christianity believes: There is no pre-existence of human spirits in an earlier life before birth 

(Psalm 139:13). 
 

• What does a Mormon believe about sin? There is no inherited sin nature. 
• Biblical Christians believe: A person is born sinful (Romans 5:12). 

 
• What does a Mormon believe about salvation: Received only on faith in Jesus Christ, repentance, 

baptism, and keeping the commandments. 
• Biblical Christians believe: Salvation is a gift of God that comes through faith in Jesus Christ 

(Ephesians 2:8-9).  Baptism and holy living are acts of obedience to God, but not a means of gaining 
salvation. 

 
• What is the authority or sacred book of Mormonism? The Bible if translated according to Mormon 

doctrine, The Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants. 
• Biblical Christian’s authority: The Bible: The OT and the NT (Deut 4:2). 

 
Suggestions for presenting Biblical Christianity to a Mormon 

• Emphasize that certainty of salvation is available for those who base salvation on Christ’s finished work 
on their behalf. 

• Challenge them to honestly compare the teachings of the Bible with Mormonism. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). 
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LESSON # 18:  JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES & BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY 
 

• What do JWs believe about God? Jehovah (meaning “Lord”) is the only Divine Being, Creator, 
Sustainer, Savior. 

• Biblical Christians believe: God the Father, and has existed eternally with God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit (John 1:1). 

 
• What do JWs believe about Jesus Christ? Jesus Christ was the first creation of Jehovah and Jehovah 

used Christ to create everything else.  Jesus is “a god.” 
• Biblical Christians believe: Jesus is Jehovah God. (Jeremiah 32:18). 

 
• What do JWs believe about the Trinity? The Holy Spirit is not God because there is only Jehovah 

God; they deny that Jesus Christ is God. 
• Biblical Christians believe: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are each equally and 

eternally the one true God, yet three Persons (John 15:26). 
 

• What do JWs believe about man’s soul? Man does not possess an eternal soul and the soul is not 
separate from the body.  Hell is contrary to God’s love. 

• Biblical Christians believe: Man has an eternal spirit that exists after it departs the body at physical 
death (Matthew 25:46). 

 
• What do JWs believe about sin? Jesus’ death on the cross only removed the effect of Adam’s sin and 

put man in a position to work out his own salvation. 
• Biblical Christians believe: Sin condemns all people to separation from God, but Jesus death sets all 

people free and gives life. (Romans 5:18). 
 

• What do JWs believe about salvation? Those who do not measure up to Jehovah’s standards will be 
annihilated; their soul will cease to exist.  The only way to escape that fate is by accepting and preaching 
the doctrines of the JWs. 

• Biblical Christians believe: Salvation is a gift of God (John 5:24). 
 

• What is the sacred book or authority of JWs? The New World Translation is the only correct 
translation of the Bible. 

• Biblical Christian’s authority: The Bible: The OT and the NT (Deut 4:2). 
 
Suggestions for presenting Biblical Christianity to a Jehovah’s Witness 

• Use their teaching to reach them.  Let the Holy Spirit (who is God) open their eyes to the truth.  You are 
God’s instrument.  Plant the seed and let God work. 

• Show them that Jesus Christ is Jehovah God. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“I am telling you the truth: those who hear my words and believe in him who sent me have eternal life…” 
(John 5:24). 
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LESSON # 19:  CHRISTIAN SCIENCE & BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY 
 

• What does a CS believe about God? God is Mind, Principle, Life, Intelligence. 
• Biblical Christians believe: God is a Person (Psalm 145:13). 

 
• What does a CS believe about Jesus Christ? Jesus (the man) is a great teacher, but is not God.  

Christ (the divine idea) is perfect but impersonal. 
• Biblical Christians believe: Jesus Christ exists as one Person with both divine and human natures 

(Philippians 2:6-7). 
 

• What does a CS believe about the Trinity? The Trinity is Life, Truth, and Love.  The Holy Spirit is 
Christian Science itself. 

• Biblical Christians believe: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are each equally and 
eternally the one true God, yet three Persons (John 15:26). 

 
• What does a CS believe about man’s soul? Man exists as part of God, since God is all.  Therefore, 

since God is eternal, man is eternal.  Since God is good, and all is God, then man, who is part of God, is 
good. 

• Biblical Christians believe: Man has an eternal spirit that exists after it departs the body at physical 
death (Matthew 25:46). 

 
• What does a CS believe about sin? Sin, disease and death are illusions. 
• Biblical Christians believe: Sin is real (Romans 5:12). 

 
• What does a CS believe about salvation? Man is incapable of sin, and therefore not in need of a 

savior.  Salvation consists of deliverance from incorrect thinking. 
• Biblical Christians believe: Salvation is a gift of God that comes through faith in Jesus Christ (1 Peter 

2:24). 
 

• What is the sacred book or authority of CS? Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, The Bible 
- useful only when interpreted by Science and Health. 

• Biblical Christian’s authority: The Bible - The OT and the NT. 
 
Suggestions for presenting Biblical Christianity to a Christian Scientist 

• Provide evidence that Jesus Christ is God and that He died to save us from sin which is very real. 
• Christian Scientists are gambling their eternal destiny on the hope that Mary Baker Eddy is right and that 

Jesus Christ is wrong. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“The god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4). 
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LESSON # 20: WORLD RELIGION & CULT QUIZ 
 
  1) What is the main difference between Christianity and other religions? Religions are do, Christianity is 
done. 
 
  2) According to Judaism, how does one gain salvation? Anyone, Jewish or not may gain salvation through 
the commitment to the One God and moral living. 
 
  3) According to the teachings of Islam, how does a Muslim reach salvation? The 5 pillars of faith: 
Statement of belief, prayers, alms, month of fasting, pilgrimage to Mecca. 
 
  4) What does Hinduism teach about man? Ultimately, man is God. 
 
  5) These followers have no personal relationship with God: Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Mormons, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses & Christian Scientists. 
 
  6) Followers of these religions would say god is unknowable: Hindus & Muslims. 
 
  7) Followers of this deceptive Christian faith (dcf) believe that Jesus is a created being: Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. 
 
  8) Followers of these religions and dcf’s reject the Biblical Christian Trinity: Jews, Muslims, Hindus, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, and Christian Scientists. 
 
  9) Followers of this religion say that man’s soul is on a cycle of endless births and rebirths known as 
reincarnation: Hindus. 
 
10) These religions and dcf’s say that the Bible is incorrect when it differs with their sacred book: 
Muslims, Jews, Mormons, Christian Scientists & Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
 
11) Followers of these religions and dcf’s will tell you that you must earn your salvation: Jews, Muslims, 
Hindus, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christian Scientists. 
 
12) Which faiths, do not give its followers any assurance of salvation even if they follow all their rules 
and work hard? Islam & Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
 
13) Which religion says that all religions are a path to God? Hinduism. 
 
14) Which religions or dcf’s reject Jesus Christ as God? All. 
 
15) Why is it impossible in “works” religions to have assurance of salvation? You never know and you 
never can know if you’ve done enough works to earn salvation. 
 
16) Why does Christianity alone offer assurance of salvation? Jesus does something for us we cannot do 
for ourselves. 
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LESSON # 21: NEW AGE & BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY 
 

• What does the New Age believe about God? The universe and all contained in it are one.  There is no 
absolute personal God.  Each person is working towards godhood. 

• Biblical Christians believe: He is God Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, the Author of all truth, who 
has existed eternally with God the Son and God the Holy Spirit; One God, yet three Persons (Genesis 
1:1). 

 
• What does the New Age believe about Jesus Christ? Jesus Christ is a model: an ideal example of a 

person. 
• Biblical Christians believe: God became incarnate once in the Person of Jesus Christ, to offer 

assurance of salvation by what He has done for us (1 Corinthians 15:4). 
 

• What does the New Age believe about sin? Sin is an evil concept that reduces our self-esteem. 
• Biblical Christians believe: Sin is more than a concept.  It’s real (1 John 1:8-9). 

 
• What does the New Age believe about salvation? The way to “Christhood” is by building good karma 

through many reincarnations. 
• Biblical Christians believe: Through Jesus Christ we have eternal life, not a series of unproved 

reincarnations (1 John 5:11-12). 
 

• What does the New Age believe about life? Life has its own creative energy that is moving it toward a 
higher and higher order.  Society is participating in a grand program of evolution to greater things: a new 
age. 

• Biblical Christians believe: The universe is not growing in vitality but dying (Genesis 3:17-19).  The 
absence of divinely revealed morality leaves a society in a state of moral chaos (Romans 1:18-32). 

 
Presenting The Truth Of Biblical Christianity To A New Age Follower 

• Our world was created by rational, just, & holy God Who has a plan and a purpose for this world that is 
revealed in the Bible (Genesis 1). 

• Without Genesis Chapter 1 we would live in a meaningless universe with no order.  Societies that have 
embraced the fundamental beliefs of the New Age, like India, are in a state of disorder and collapse. 

• God is the infinite and all knowing Creator.  God not only has a plan for this world but also for you 
personally. 

 
Good Words To Remember 
“God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not 
have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5:11-12). 
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LESSON # 22: CREATION VS EVOLUTION 
 
  1) What does the Bible say about the beginnings of life on earth? 
God created the heavens and earth and all that is in and on the earth (Genesis 1:1-31). 
 
  2) What does the Theory of Evolution say about the beginnings of life on earth? 
Life evolved from inanimate materials and progressed to more complex forms of life. 
 
  3) Some say that the Bible is right only in some areas but wrong in others.  If the Bible is only right in 
some areas, what is dangerous in thinking this way? 

• If the Bible is only sometimes right, who is to judge what is right in any area? 
• How can we know anything for certain about God or Christianity or Jesus? 

 
Why is the Theory of Evolution so dangerous 

• Evolution denies the existence of God or reduces Him to be someone less than who He is.  The theory 
of evolution sows seeds of doubt about the truth of God’s Word. 

• Evolution misrepresents God’s nature because death and decay are attributed to the Creator as 
principles of His creation. 

• Evolution reduces God: The only space allotted to God is that part of nature which evolution cannot 
explain.  God is reduced to filling gaps, which leads to the view that God is not limited. 

 
  4) What happens when God is taken out of the picture? 
A person can believe anything (Romans 1:21-22) 
 
  5) How does evolution deny the teachings of the Bible? 
Biblical creation becomes a myth, not a historical & factual report (Exodus 20:11). 
 
  6) How does evolution misrepresent reality? 
All the Bible’s pronouncements are authoritative - including those of scientific nature 
(Psalm 119:160) 
 
For the Christian the main challenge of evolution vs. creation is whether you accept man’s opinion over the 
authority and truth of God’s Word. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of 
heavenly things?” (John 3:12). 
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LESSON # 23: THE BIBLE & SCIENCE 
 
In a nutshell, science theoretically explains things in nature that occur.  For an event of property to be proved 
scientifically, it must be: 

1) observable 
2) repeatable 
3) measurable 

 
The reason science have a hard time explaining some things in the Scriptures, is that the supernatural is not 
repeatable or measurable. 
 
1) What two ways has God communicated with us? 

• Generally, through nature or the universe we see around us (Romans 1:19) 
• Specifically, through The Bible (John 1:14) 

 
2) How can we conclude that science and the Scriptures do not contradict each other? 
Both of these specific & general revelations come from God and God does not contradict Himself (1 Corinthians 
14:33). 
 
How can we be sure that the Bible is correct when we are faced with an apparent conflict with a very reasonable 
deduction from observation?  We give reasonable observation too much credit and not enough to the Creator’s 
testimony. 
 
Here are some things to remember when faced with an apparent conflict between the Scriptures and scientific 
observation: 

• God is a God of infinite power and is not dependent on the physical laws which we observe, since He 
instituted them Himself 

• The history of science shows that what is certain in one generation may be totally disproved in the next 
 
3) What are some recorded facts of nature in the Bible that science “proved” correct? 

• The earth is round (Isaiah 40:22) 
• Circulation in the atmosphere (Ecclesiastes 1:6) 
• The earth has a gravitational field (Job 26:7) 

 
Where it seems that the Bible is wrong in an area because of what we are told is “scientific proof,” when new 
evidence comes along, the Bible turns out to be correct after all.  Therefore, no one can simply dismiss certain 
parts of the Bible because at that point science and the Bible seem to contradict each other. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“For God is not a God of disorder but of peace” (1 Corinthians 14:33). 
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LESSON # 24: A FLOOD OF EVIDENCE 
 
1) Where did the water that flooded the earth come from? 

• The fountains of the deep, the major source of the floodwaters burst open (Genesis 7:11). 
• The floodgates of heaven were opened for forty days and nights (Genesis 7:11). 

 
2) What were these floodgates that the Bible mentions? 
A blanket of water vapor held up by the atmosphere (Genesis 1:6-8). 
 
On the second day of creation (Genesis 1:6-8) God divided the waters that were on the earth from the waters 
that He placed above the earth by laying a firmament, or atmosphere, in between those waters.  This means that 
there were waters above the atmosphere that are not here today: a water vapor canopy. 
 
The following is scientific evidence that this water vapor canopy existed: 

• Coal seams in Antarctica containing vegetation which once grew under warmer conditions 
• Major wind movements did not take place before the flood due to temperate climate 
• Great life spans among patriarchs (Genesis 5) due to filtering of harmful rays 
• Life spans decreased after collapse of canopy due to decreased protection 

 
3) What evidence is there that the flood occurred? 

• Present-day seas (Job 38:8-11). 
• Sequence of events (Psalm 104:6-9) 
• Nearly 70% of the earth’s surface is still covered by water 
• Continents bearing mountain chains were raised 
• Ocean basins were filled 
• Landscape features existing today due to rapidly draining water, i.e.: Grand Canyon 

 
Both Hebrew (Old Testament) and Greek (New Testament) words used to describe the flood are different than 
the ordinary words used for flood.  They describe a cataclysm. 
 
The Bible specifically teaches that the Flood of Noah's time covered the entire globe and that all air-breathing 
land animals and all humans died, except those saved in the Ark.  Could the Bible be any clearer concerning the 
global nature of the Flood?  Or, if this really was a local flood, could the Bible have been any more misleading 
about its extent? 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“…on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were 
opened.  And the rain fell on the earth for forty days and forty nights” (Genesis 7:11-12). 
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LESSON # 25: YOUR UNCLE WAS NOT A MONKEY 
 
1) If we are not just highly evolved apes, as scientific “facts” say we are, what kind of evidence can we 
provide that says we are not? 
Similarity is not an absolute indication of a common ancestor (what evolution says) but rather points to a 
common designer (what creation says). 
 
2) What would you tend to think if people were entirely different from all other living things, or if every 
living thing was entirely different from each other? 
You might think that there were many creators.  That creation has a unity and similarities reveals the One True 
God who made all of creation (Romans 1:20). 
 
3) What is one reason that certain biochemical functions are common among all living things including 
humans? 
Biochemical similarity is necessary for us so that we can use the food we eat to live! 
 
4) Of all animals, chimps are most like humans.  What would you expect about the DNA of chimps and 
the DNA of humans? 
They would be similar. 
 
5) Does the fact that humans and chimps have 96% similarity in their DNA prove that humans “evolved” 
from a common ancestor with chimps? 
No.  The amount of information contained in the DNA in each human cell is estimated to be the equivalent of the 
amount of information contained in 1,000 books of encyclopedia size.  Even with 96% similarity in the DNA, it still 
leaves a difference of 4%, which amounts to the equivalent of 12,000,000 words or 40 books of encyclopedia 
size. 
 
This is an impossibly big barrier for random changes to cross. 
Human beings could not have “evolved” from a common ancestor with chimps. 
 
6) How can a comparison of the two sentences below explain why the similarity of chimp DNA and 
human DNA doesn’t prove that humans evolved from chimps? 

• There are many people who enjoy going to Bible study and learning about God’s Word. 
• There are not many people who enjoy going to Bible study and learning about God’s Word. 

These sentences are 97% similar in structure but have almost opposite meanings.  In the same way, DNA can 
be similar in structure, but be quite different in function. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities - his eternal power and divine nature - have 
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse” 
(Romans 1:20). 
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THANKSGIVING 
A TIME FOR THANKS & FOR GIVING 

 
Read Psalm 105:1-2 
 
Opportunities to Explore the Bible 
1) Where does everything you have come from? 
The Earth is the Lord’s and everything in it (Psalm 24:1). 
 
2) What has God given to us? 

• Eternal life as a gift (John 3:16) 
• An abundant life (John 10:10) 
• More than we can imagine in the life to come (1 Corinthians 2:9). 

 
3) How can you be thankful even in difficult circumstances? 
God can always bring good out of bad (Genesis 50:20). 
 
We have lots to be thankful for.  But the second part of ThanksGIVING is the giving.  The Bible says, 
“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously.  Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion [because you have to], for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:6-7).  
 
4) How can you practice using your abilities, your time, and your money to give? 
 
A brand new way I can use my abilities to help others 

• In my community is:  read at a children’s hospital 
• Outside my community is: go on a family short term mission trip 

 
A brand new way I can use my time 

• In the community is:  organize a neighborhood clean-up 
• Outside my community is: be a pen-pal 

 
A brand new way I can use my money 

• In the community is:  contributing part of my allowance to a charity 
• Outside the community is: help sponsor a missionary 

 
Good Words To Remember 
“Make known among the nations what [the Lord] has done” (Psalm 105:2). 
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CHRISTMAS 
Read Luke 2:1-7 
 
Opportunities to Explore the Bible 
1) When did Christmas begin? 
In the beginning (Genesis 1:26). 
 
2) God had a test for Adam & Eve.  What was God’s test? 
Obedience (Genesis 2:15-17). 
 
3) What happened because of Adam’s disobedience? 
Sin entered the world and all people are separated from God (Romans 5:12). 
 
4) What has God done about this? 
He provided a “Way” to rescue us from sin and separation from God (John3:16). 
 
Jesus called God “daddy.  Jesus reminds us that what God wants is a real personal relationship with you, much 
like a loving father wants with his son or daughter 
 
When we sin, we commit an offense against God.  Because we’re human, only a person could pay the penalty.  
But the offense is infinite because the offense is against an infinite God, and only God Himself could pay the 
penalty.  That’s why God sent His Son Jesus to do just that.  Jesus, 100% human, lived a sinless, perfect life.  
Jesus, 100% God, has the capacity to take the sins of all and remove them from us. 
 
When Jesus died, he took upon himself all the wrongs that you and I have done or ever will do.  These wrongs 
have kept you separated from God.  But the moment you decide to ask Him into your life, you are no longer 
separated from God.  Jesus is the “Way” back to God that was promised to you long, long ago. 
 
There is so much more to the story.  But perhaps now, during this Christmas season, especially as gifts are 
exchanged, you will remember the greatest gift ever given - one given by God to all of us - Jesus Christ.  He is 
the reason we celebrate Christmas. 
 

Merry Christmas from Practice Ministries!! 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God” (1 
Corinthians 5:21). 
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EASTER 
 
Read John 3:16 
 
Background 
On the night of the Last Supper, after Jesus broke bread and gave it to his disciples, and took the cup, gave 
thanks, and offered it to them, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 
Opportunities to Explore the Bible 
1) What did Jesus ask God to do three times in the Garden of Gethsemane? 
To not go through the crucifixion and separation from God (Matthew 26:39). 
 
2) After Jesus was arrested, what did the Roman soldiers do to Jesus in the palace? 
• Stripped him. 
• Put a crown of thorns on his head. 
• Mocked him. 
• Spit on him. 
• Hit him. (Matthew 27:27-31). 
 
3) As Jesus was being crucified, what types of things did people say to him? 
• Insults and curses. 
• Save yourself if you’re the Son of God. 
• Come down from the cross and we’ll believe in you. 
• Let God rescue you if He wants you (Matthew 27:38-44.) 
 
4) What was Jesus’ response? 
Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing (Luke 23:34). 
 
Traditionally, the daily sacrifice at the temple in Jerusalem happened at 3:00 in the afternoon, including the day 
of the Passover.  At that time, the priest stood at the highest point of the temple and blew the shofar, or ram’s 
horn as a signal that they were ready to sacrifice the lamb.  As Jesus hung on the cross, He heard the piercing 
blast of the shofar carry across the city.  Jesus recognized that the time of His sacrifice had come.  As the priest 
killed the Passover lamb, Jesus looked up into heaven and said, “It is finished!” (John 19:30).  At that moment, 
the Passover lamb and God’s substitute - Jesus - our Passover Lamb - died at 3:00 p.m. 
 
“It is finished!”  And it is finished.  There is nothing that you can add to God’s salvation.  It’s God’s gift to you.  
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away your sins and the sins of the world.  Have you asked God’s Son to 
forgive you for your wrong actions and attitudes?  Have you accepted Jesus into your life as your Savior? 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but 
have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
 
“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land” (2 
Chronicles 7:14). 
 
Write a prayer for the people of our country.  There are 5 groups listed below to help you: 
 

1. Government: For God to help them make good decisions and stand by them 
Federal, state, local leaders, military services 
 

2. Churches & Ministry Organizations: For truth to be upheld 
Your pastors, congregation, denomination, organizations that help your family 
 

3. Businesses & Industries: To reflect Godly influences, and value truth & decency 
Entertainment, media, industries (pick one or two) 
 

4. Families: To live by Biblical truth 
Parents, kids, extended families, broken families, neighbors, friends 
 

5. Ourselves: For renewal, moral strength 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he 
hears us” (1 John 5:14). 
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STORY TIME 
 
The thought of “telling your story” – how Jesus Christ came into your life, can be a little uncomfortable.  Perhaps 
you’re afraid of failing or that you won’t know what to say.  But if Jesus Christ is in your life, you do have a story 
to tell, and learning how to tell your story may be just what it takes to bring the good news of Jesus Christ into 
someone’s life. 
 
So, here we go…if you’ve never thought much of how to tell someone your story, here are some ideas and 
suggestions for putting your story together. 
 
Conversion 
If you remember a specific time, place or event when you accepted Jesus Christ into your life, then perhaps 
“conversion” fits best.  If conversion fits best, try shaping your story around these questions: 

• What was your life like before you invited Jesus into your life? 
• What led (events, conversation, etc.) you to accept Jesus as your Savior? 
• How and when did you receive Christ as Savior?  As Lord? 
• How has Jesus changed your life? 

 
Journey 
If your faith seems more like a journey, then perhaps “Spiritual Journey” fits best.  Try these questions: 

• What have been some key events in which God has worked in your life? 
• What experiences, circumstances or people helped develop your faith in Christ? 
• How would your life be different without Jesus? (i.e.: lifestyle, attitudes, priorities, relationships, etc.). 

 
Sharing The Gospel Through Your Story 
Try fitting these questions in your story: 

• How do you understand God’s purpose in creation? (Ephesians 1:5) 
• How do you understand your purpose in life? (Matthew 22:27-29) 
• How have you experienced sin in your life? (John 14:15) 
• What are (were) the consequences of that sin? (Isaiah 59:2). 
• How did you put your faith in Jesus Christ (the solution)? (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
• How have you been reconciled to God (what were the results)? (Romans 5:11). 
• What role has the church or others played for you? (1 Corinthians 12:27) 

 
Putting Your Story Together 

• What elements of your story might be interesting to someone else? 
• What Bible verses might you include under each of the previous questions? 
• What experiences in your life can form illustrations to help you tell your story? 
• Write your story as if you were telling someone else 
• Keep it between 3-5 minutes 
 
 

On the following page, write out your testimony – your story - of how you invited Jesus Christ into your life as 
your Savior and Lord! 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Good Words To Remember 
“One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!" (John 9:25). 
 
 
 


