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Campfire Devotions are full of fun games, stories, and short lessons to help you instill the morals and 
values you want in your children in a way that they’ll enjoy and remember.  Each lesson is written so it 

can be read word for word, or can be easily adapted for any teaching style. 
 

We hope that you and your family enjoy Campfire Devotions! 
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A PREVIEW OF WHAT’S INSIDE 

 
Lesson 1:  Sticks & Stones 

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building 
others up according to their needs...” (Ephesians 4:29). 
A tube of toothpaste helps us remember that words can hurt, and to encourage others. 
 

Lesson 2:  Made To Order 
“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you 
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made… All the days ordained for me were written in your 
book before one of them came to be.”  (Psalm 139:13-16). 
Legos and some famous people help us remember to be thankful for who we are! 
 

Lesson 3:  Story Time! 
“God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  If they 
were all one part, where would the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, but one body.  The eye 
cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!”  And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need 
you!” (1 Corinthians 12:18-21). 
An obstacle course and our favorite stories help us remember that we’re important! 
 

Lesson 4:  Don’t Be Ruth-Less 
“Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet 
of your heart.” (Proverbs 3:3). 
A game of trust helps us remember to be loyal friends! 
 

Lesson 5:  This Little Light 
“You are the light of the world…let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
deeds and praise your father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16). 
Lifesavers help us remember how to have fun helping others! 
 

Lesson 6: One For God - Nine For You 
“Bring the best of the first-fruits of your soil to the house of the Lord your God” (Exodus 23:19). 
Lemons & dimes help us learn how to handle money responsibly. 
 

Lesson 7: Have A Ball (Part 1) 
“Praise the Lord” (Palm 150:1.) 
How to have fun in sports 101! 
 

Lesson 8: Have A Ball (Part 2) 
“Praise the Lord” (Palm 150:1.) 
How to have fun in sports 101! 
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LESSON 1:  STICKS & STONES 
 
What We’re Talking About 
Encouragement 
 
Activity 
You’ll need a tube of toothpaste, a toothbrush, and some newspaper.  Squeeze all of the toothpaste out 
of the tube onto the paper.  Now offer to give any of the kids $10 if he or she can put all of the toothpaste 
back into the tube (relax - your money is safe - it can’t be done). 
 

Or 
 
Go to your local library and find the book, Chrysanthemum, by Kevin Henkes, and read the story to the 
kids in your Circle. 
 
What’s The Point? 
Once said, hurtful words can’t be taken back. 
 
Camp Fire 
I remember getting teased when I was growing up.  Sometimes the teases were easy to take, and I said 
something like, “I’m rubber you’re glue, whatever you say sticks to you.”  And sometimes, I would say, 
“Stick and stones my break my bones, but words will never hurt me.” 
 
But you know what?  I can still remember what it felt like to be called a name I didn’t like.  You know what 
else?  Those words hurt. 
 

Sticks And Stones 
(Ephesians 4:29) 

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building 
others up according to their needs...” 
 
Question: Have you ever heard, “Sticks and stones may break my bones but words will never hurt 
me?”  Is that statement really true? [I think it’s only half-true.  Sticks and stones can hurt you, but some 
words can really hurt more can’t they?]. 
 
Question: What kinds of words can hurt a person? [Insults, making fun of that person]. 
 
Question: What kinds of words could hurt someone if they were said not directly to a person, but 
about them? [Gossip - damaging a person’s reputation or character, pointing out a person’s faults in front 
of others]. 
 
One of the quickest ways to make someone angry is by saying something that stirs up their emotions.  
King Solomon of Israel, the wisest man who has ever lived knew this.  King Solomon wrote many of the 
Proverbs in the Bible.  One of the Proverbs says, 
 

“...a harsh word stirs up anger.” (Proverbs 15:1). 
 
Question: Can you remember a time when someone made you really mad?  What was it that made 
you so mad? [Probably something that someone said to you that you didn’t like]. 
 
The Bible says that hating and insulting and putting down people is not the kind of attitude that God wants 
you to have.  The reason that insulting and teasing words hurt so much is that once those words are put 
into someone’s mind, they stay there and can be remembered. 
 
Remember the toothpaste?  Once hurtful words have been said, you can’t take them back. 
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Question: Instead of hurting people with our words and actions, what should we do? [Instead of 
hurting people with our words and actions, we should encourage people with our words and actions]. 
 
Question: What does encouragement mean? [Encouragement means to help give someone hope or 
courage or confidence]. 
 
The Bible says, “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is 
helpful for building others up according to their needs…” (Ephesians 4:29). 
 

Question: How will you encourage someone today? 
 
Good Words To Remember 
May the words that I say help you today! (Ephesians 4:29). 
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LESSON 2:  MADE TO ORDER 
 
What We’re Talking About 
Each person is special 
 
Activity 
Pull out a large box of Legos.  Have the kids make several designs, such as cars or houses.  After 
completing the "creation" process, take the creations apart and place the individual pieces on the floor. 
Ask, "How long do you think it will take for these pieces to put themselves back together without any help 
from us?  (The obvious answer is: It will never happen). 
 
Now take the Legos and place them all in a clear bag so everyone can see them.  Ask the children to 
shake the bag around and then dump them on the floor.  After the pieces fall randomly, act like you’re 
frustrated. "I wanted them to fall into place to re-create the same designs we made before!  Why didn't it 
work?" Try again over and over and keep expressing frustration that it doesn't work. The kids will consider 
you silly, which is precisely what you want! 
 
Then ask the question, "How many times do you think it will take shaking and dumping before they 
become the designs again?  (The obvious answer is: It will never happen.) 
 
What’s The Point? 
Each person is made to order. 
 
Camp-Fire 
Get ready to meet some people whose life has made a huge impact on others: 
 

• Ever turned on a light in your room so you wouldn’t be in the dark?  Ever put lights on your 
Christmas tree?  Ever used a flashlight on a camp-out?  You can thank Thomas Edison - he 
invented the light bulb. 

• Ever called anybody on the telephone or logged onto the Internet on your computer?  You can 
thank Alexander Graham Bell - he invented the telephone. 

• Ever listen to the radio?  You can thank Guglielmo Marconi - he invented the radio. 
• Ever been to Disney World or Disney Land?  Ever watched Mickey Mouse, Snow White, The Lion 

King, or Aladdin?  You can thank Walt Disney (oh yes, say thanks again to Thomas Edison 
because he helped develop motion pictures). 

• Ever had a happy meal?  Thank Dick & Mac McDonald whose one restaurant in San Bernadino, 
CA was the model for Ray Kroc’s, McDonalds chain. 

 
Now, look around you.  There’s someone right here in your group whose life is making an impact on 
others.  Know who it is?  It’s YOU!! 
 

Made To Order 
(Psalm 139:13-16) 

“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you 
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Your works are wonderful I know that full well.  My 
frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place.  I was woven together in the 
depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body.  All the days ordained for me were written 
in your book before one of them came to be.” 
 
Question: What is the single biggest reason that you are similar to every other person in your 
tribe? [You were created for a specific purpose]. 
 
Question: What is the single biggest reason that you are different from every other person in your 
tribe? [You were created for a specific purpose]. 
 

You are Made-To-Order! 
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Question: Suppose you want to create a birthday card for your mom or dad.  How would you go 
about creating that birthday card? [You might think about a message you want the card to say, design 
the shape and size of the card, pick the colors & pictures to go on the card, physically make the card]. 
 
Just as all of these elements go into making your mom or dad’s birthday card, God, the Creator of the 
universe: 

• Thought of some things He needed done 
• Planned and designed you to do those things for Him 
• And, at just the right time, made YOU 

 
Just as various balls of yarn are knit together to make a sweater, God planned your body - your outward 
appearance & physical abilities; and your soul - where your interests and emotions come from, and knit 
them together to form a completely unique person. 
 
An artist works with a painting or a woodcarving to tell a story.  An author paints a picture with words to 
tell a story.  Both create exactly what they want in order to tell a story. 
 
You, in fact, are made to order.  You were made by an Artist & an Author Who created you exactly who 
He wanted you to be in order to tell a story.  We’ll find out what that story is in our next session. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
I want to thank you Lord for making me, me! (Psalm 139:14). 
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LESSON 3:  STORY TIME 
 
What We’re Talking About 
Each person is important 
 
Activity 
Have on hand several blindfolds (enough for each child in your Circle).  Set-up a simple obstacle course 
that involves some going around, under, or over - don’t let the kids see the course before they go through 
it.  Now, blindfold each child.  Instruct the kids that the only way to get through the course is to keep their 
hands in touch with the person in front of them, and that each person is responsible for the person behind 
them!  Now, lead them through the course without talking. 
 
What’s The Point? 
Each person is important. 
 
Camp Fire 
Jesus and his disciples were walking along and came upon a man (we don’t know his name) who had 
been blind ever since he was born.  Jesus put some mud on the man’s eyes and told him to go wash it off 
in a nearby pool of water.  So the man went to the pool, washed the mud off his eyes and went away from 
the pool able to see! 
 
Well, the man’s neighbors and those who had seen him every day begging for money (back then, there 
weren’t many jobs a blind person could do to earn money), said, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit 
and beg?”  And the man said, “Yep!  It’s me alright!!” 
 
Despite his claims that he indeed was the man who was once blind but now could see, many people still 
did not believe that he was the same man.  Finally, some important men in the town asked him to come 
tell them what happened.  And this is what the man said, “One thing I do know.  I was blind but now I 
see!” (John 9:1-25). 
 

Made To Order (Part 2) 
(1 Corinthians 12:18-21) 

“God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  If they 
were all one part, where would the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, but one body.  The eye 
cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!”  And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need 
you!” 
 
Question: What is one of your favorite stories? [The Lion King, David & Goliath, Cinderella]. 
 
Question: What would happen, for example, if Simba, or David, or Cinderella were taken out of 
that story? [The story would not be complete]. 
 
If Jesus and his disciples hadn’t come upon the blind man, God’s story would not have been complete.  
Did you know that you are a part of God’s story?  Without you, His - story is not complete.  God has a 
purpose for creating you.  He has given you a story to tell. 
 
Question: What story does God want you to tell? [That God cares about all people].  That no one can 
look at any person and say, “I don’t need you.” 
 
Think about it.  Your mom or dad helps guide you.  Your teacher helps you learn.  Your coach helps your 
team to work together.  A farmer grows the food you eat.  A carpenter builds the roof over your head.  
Your minister helps teach you God’s word.  We need each other for our own good. 
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Did you know that you have been given a special purpose by God to do something for Him that no one 

else can do?  You have been designed by God to help meet other’s needs.  And God has made others to 

help meet your needs. 

 
When a knife is sharpened, it’s useful for cutting.  That’s the purpose for which it was designed and 
created.  If that knife is left unsharpened after repeated use, it will become dull and will eventually be 
useless for the purpose it was created. 
 
God intends for each person to learn from and be helped by others.  So here are a couple of ideas to 
keep in mind when you meet someone: 

• Recognize what makes that person different from you and look for his or her positive qualities 
• Look for his abilities and strengths and how they can help you 

 
Good Words To Remember 
I’m part of God’s story - to bring Him glory! (John 9:25). 
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LESSON 4:  DON’T BE RUTH-LESS 
 
What We’re Talking About 
Being a loyal friend 
 
Activity 
Gather everyone in a circle.  Ask for one “volunteer” to stand in the middle of the circle.  Place a blindfold 
on your volunteer and have him fold his arms across his chest, and stand with his feet together.  When 
your volunteer is blindfolded, have one person (a dad would be good) in the circle stand behind him (far 
enough away to let him fall, close enough to catch him before he hits the ground).  When he’s in position, 
tell the volunteer to lean back and fall.  It’s the job of the “loyal friend” to catch his friend.  Have as many 
as are willing to be the “volunteer” and the “loyal friend.” 
 
What’s The Point? 
It’s important to be a loyal friend 
 
Camp Fire 
Once upon a time in a far away land, there was a famine.  Because it had not rained for a long time the 
crops were not able to grow, so there was little food to eat.  So a man and his wife and their two sons left 
their home and went to live in a nearby country where there was enough food for them. 
 
While they were still living in that country, the man died.  Soon after this, the two sons married women 
from that country.  Several years later, both sons died, so the woman was left without her two sons and 
her husband. 
 
When the famine was over, the woman got ready to return to her own country, and her two daughters-in-
law - the women her sons had married - started to come with her.  But the woman said to them, “Go on 
back home.  You have been kind to stay with me, but you belong here in your own country.” 
 
One of the girls left, but the other girl, whose name was Ruth, wanted to stay with her.  “Look,” said the 
woman, “your sister is going back home.  Go back with her.” 
 
But the Ruth replied, “Please don’t urge me to leave you.  I will go with you wherever you go, and I 
will not leave you.”  (Ruth 1:1-16) 
 

Don’t Be Ruth-Less 
(Proverbs 3:3) 

“Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet 
of your heart.” 
 

Question: Think of one of your friends.  Why is he or she one of your friends? 
 
Ruth was a loyal and faithful friend wasn’t she?  Good friendships are built on loyalty.  A loyal friend is 
someone who is your friend every day - even if you’re not having a very good day. 
 
That’s important isn’t it?  We want our friends to be our friends even if we don’t wear the best clothes or 
have the newest video game, or aren’t the best athlete - it’s important that we have loyal friends who will 
be our friend no matter what.  So don’t be “Ruth-less” - choose friends who will be loyal to you. 
 
You know, there’s a person who is the best friend you can ever have.  His name is Jesus.  Jesus will be 
loyal to you no matter how bad of a day you’re having, no matter what you may have done.  With Jesus, 
you’ll never be Ruth-less.” 
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Question: How has God been a loyal friend to you? [The Bible says, that Jesus laid down his life for 
you so that you can be with him in heaven one day.  The remarkable thing is that Jesus loves us so much 
that He did this even though you or I don’t deserve it]. 
 
Question: Good friendships are built on loyalty.  How can you be a loyal friend today? [Be available 
when you’re needed - Hang out with a buddy when he’s going through a tough time, listen when he needs 
to talk, write a friend who has moved away, forgive if you and your friend have had a fight, help your 
friend do the right thing, even if it’s unpopular]. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
I’ll be a good friend, right to the end! (Proverbs 17:17). 
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LESSON 5:  THIS LITTLE LIGHT 
 
What We’re Talking About 
Community service 
 
Activity 
You'll need a lot of Wintergreen LifeSavers (may I suggest the big individually wrapped ones that come in 
a bag).  Give everyone a few lifesavers and go together into a dark room.  Have everyone in the group 
face each other and chew their candies with their mouths open (it’s ok this time, mom).  Enjoy the light 
show! 
 
What’s The Point? 
To do good things that other people will see 
 
Camp Fire 
Things were a little rough for the Smith family.  There wasn’t enough money around to pay the bills on 
time.  To make things worse, Thanksgiving was coming up in a week.  They had little food and no money 
to buy groceries.  The Smiths were not feeling very thankful. 
 
On Tuesday, as Mrs. Smith was trying to figure out where Thanksgiving dinner was going to come from, 
the doorbell rang.  When she opened the door, two gentlemen greeted her with arms full of groceries.  
“We heard that your family needed a little grocery help.  Happy Thanksgiving,” they said, as they carried 
the bags in the house and set them on the dining room table. 
 
And for the Smiths, it was indeed a very happy and a very thankful Thanksgiving. 
 

This Little Light 
(Matthew 5: 14-16) 

“You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp 
and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 
house.  In the same way, let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good deeds 
and praise your father in heaven.” 
 
A great way to be a light in your community is by doing a project for someone or a group of people who 
can really use the help.  Why not adopt a one time or an ongoing service project in your community?  
Here are some ideas for projects to help you get started: 
 

• Send a note to someone, i.e.: a teacher, coach, senator or representative, policeman, priest or 
pastor, thanking him or her for the work they do each day. 

• Donate clothes that you have outgrown (don’t forget shoes) to the Salvation Army. 
• Set aside part of your allowance to help sponsor a child through an organization, such as World 

Vision. 
• Make sandwiches and take them to a homeless shelter. 
• Clean up trash in your neighborhood or another neighborhood. 
• Hold a garage sale to raise money to send a child to camp that otherwise could not afford to go. 
• Rake leaves in the fall for an elderly neighbor. 
• Spend an evening at a nursing home and have dinner with the residents. 

 

Question: What other projects can you think of that would be fun to do as a group? 
 
Good Words To Remember 
With God’s might I’ll be a bright light (Matthew 5:16). 
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LESSON 6:  ONE FOR GOD - NINE FOR YOU 
 
What We’re Talking About 
Handling Money Responsibly 
 
Activity 
Call your kids (probably their moms or dads) and have them bring 3 shoeboxes & 10 lemons (or any fruit) 
to tonight’s meeting. 
 
At the beginning of the lesson, have the kids mark Box # 1 - “God’s,” Box # 2 - “Savings,” & Box # 3 - 
“Spending.”  Then have each child place one piece of fruit, his “first fruit” into the box marked “God’s.”  
Have her place a second piece of fruit in the box marked “Savings,” and the remaining 8 pieces into the 
box marked “Spending.” 
 
What’s The Point? 
The “Spending” box ended up pretty full, even after giving some away. 
 
Campfire 
November brings the annual “Feed The Need” food drive to Ima Reader Elementary School.  All the food 
collected goes to the Family Room, a homeless shelter that will serve Thanksgiving dinner to hundreds of 
families. 
 
Each class contributes to “Feed The Need” and it becomes quite a spectacle each Friday as one by one, 
students parade to the giant grocery bag known as “The Sack,” holding up boxes brimming with cans of 
vegetables, bags of potatoes, loaves of bread, and bottles of Cranberry juice.  Some present coupons 
redeemable for a turkey at their neighborhood grocery store, evidence to all of how much money their 
family spent on groceries that month.  “Feed The Need” becomes this contest to see who can bring the 
most food each Friday, and who can be the most creative in “placing” their contributions into “The Sack.” 
 
In the midst of all the pageantry, Sandra, who is new to Mr. Smart’s class, quietly put one small can of 
beans into “The Sack.”  Some boys and girls noticed Sandra’s offering, and remarked how small it was.  
Several kids laughed, and Sandra slid down in her seat, trying to make herself as small as possible.  Mr. 
Smart, who had been watching, called Sandra over and whispered into her ear.  Sandra nodded her 
head, and returned to her seat. 
 
Mr. Smart got the boys and girls attention and said, “Thanks to each of you for your very generous 
contributions to the Family Room.  But there’s one student in our class who has put in more than all of the 
other students combined.  And I’d like for you to know who she is.  She is our new student Sandra.” 
 
You could tell by the look on the kids’ faces that they didn’t get it.  All she had done was put in one lousy 
can of beans.  Their families had probably contributed a hundred dollars worth of groceries.  Mr. Smart 
continued, “I asked Sandra for permission to tell you this.  Her family is going through a rough time right 
now and money is very scarce.  This can of beans, was supposed to be her family’s dinner last night, but 
instead, they gave it to the Family Room, so someone else could have something to eat.  While your 
families gave out of the abundance that you have, Sandra’s family gave everything they had.” (Based on 
Mark 12:41-44). 
 

One For God - Nine For You 
(Exodus 23:19) 

“Bring the best of the first-fruits of your soil to the house of the Lord your God.” 
 
Question: Wow!  Sandra’s family gave everything they had!  How could they do that? [Because 
Sandra’s family knows about what God calls “first-fruits” or in this case, “first-beans”]. 
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Sandra’s family knows that everything they have is a gift from God - including their can of beans.  They 
also know that what God really wants from them - and all of us - is obedience when it comes to giving 
back to Him some of what He has given to us. 
 
Question: Has anyone given to you more generously that God? [No].  The Bible says that, “The 
earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it…” (Psalm 24:1). 
 
Everything means everything, including money.  So really, your money is really not your money.  It 
belongs to God, and He gives you the privilege of using what He makes available to you. 
 
We found in our previous devotion (A Good Recipe) that everything works best if you follow the 
directions.  That includes money.  You money works best when you honor God by how you use it. 
 
There is a very simple way to honor God with your money.  It’s called “First-fruits.”  It’s giving back to Him 
some of what He has given to you. 
 
Note: If there’s a philanthropic Pop in the group, you might want to try the following illustration: 
 
“Here, I’ll show you what I mean.  Take the lemons (fruits) out of your boxes.  I have several rolls of ten 
dimes.  These dimes are mine; I own them, but I’m thinking about giving one roll to each of you.  Now, if I 
decide to give each of you one of these rolls of dimes, would it be fair if I keep one dime for myself, and 
give you the other nine?” 
 
If an answer is “no,” then you could say, “Well, all the dimes belong to me anyway, so I don’t have to give 
you any.  Now, would you like 9 or none?” 
 
Assuming the answer is “yes,” you can say, “This is God’s perspective on how to look at money.” 
 
Look at the boxes with the dimes in them.  Here’s how to put “first-fruits” into practice”: Let’s say that you 
earn a dollar from helping a little extra around the house, or selling lemonade on a hot summer day, or 
keeping an eye on a neighbor’s dog while they’re on vacation.  Ask your mom or dad to get you ten dimes 
for that dollar.  Then:  

1. Put one dime in the box marked “God” - first.  That first dime is called your “first fruits.” 
2. Put your next dime into the box marked “Savings.”  That’s money that you won’t spend for a 

long time until there’s something really important you need to use it for. 
3. Put the other 8 dimes into your “Spending” box.  That’s money that you can spend now on 

things you need, or save up for things that you want! 
 
One for God - Nine for you.  Not a bad deal at all!  Remember, if you will give God your “first fruits,” there 
will be plenty of fruit left over for “leftovers”! 
 
Good Words To Remember 
I’ll give to God my first and my best - and He let’s me keep the rest! (Exodus 23:19). 
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LESSON 7:  HAVE A BALL (PART 1) 
 
What We’re Talking About 
Having Fun In Sports (Or Anything Else) 
 
Activity 
It’s time for a dad-son or dad-daughter volleyball game (or basketball or ping-pong, or water volleyball…).  
Just play together and have fun!  Make sure you go easy on the dads, kids. 
 

Have A Ball 
(Psalm 150:1) 

“Praise the Lord” 
Athletics should be fun.  Have A Ball is “How To Have Fun In Sports 101.”  Here’s some ways to enjoy 
playing the sport you’ve chosen, and make it more enjoyable for your teammates and your coaches.  We 
call it being good “TEAMMATES!”  Today, we’re looking at the first half of TEAMMATE: TEAM! 
 

Thankful 
“Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:1). 
Can you run and jump and throw?  Be thankful.  Can see and hear and think?  Be thankful.  Ask your 
coach if you can lead a prayer before the practice or game, thanking God for the good gift of simply being 
able to play. 
 

Encouraging 
“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only for what is helpful for 
building others up…” (Ephesians 4:29). 
Never embarrass or put down your teammates in front of them or to anyone else (even privately).  Cheer 
them on and encourage them if they make a mistake.  Help a teammate improve her swing; help him 
learn a new play.  Be the first to congratulate a teammate or opponent on a good play. 
 

Approved 
“For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord 
commends (2 Corinthians 10:18). 
Do you have a teammate who is a ball hog?  Does anyone on your team like to brag about how many 
points he scored or how great of a play she made?  Remember how it makes you feel?  When you make 
the awesome play, simply point up - let others know that it’s God who has given you the ability to make 
that hi-light film play. 
 

Masterful 
“Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed” (Proverbs 16:3). 
The best way to have fun in sports is to play - a lot.  So, find ways to play more.  Commit to doing what it 
takes to help your team.  Make sure mom or dad gets you to practice and games on time.  Learn how to 
play other positions so you can play where there’s a need.  Make up a play and ask coach to let you 
teach it during practice - if it works, ask him if you can run it in the game. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
I’ll have a ball by giving my all (Colossians 3:23). 
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HAVE A BALL (PART 2) 
 
What We’re Talking About 
Having Fun In Sports (Or Anything Else) 
 
Activity 
It’s time for a dad-son or dad-daughter volleyball game (or basketball or ping-pong, or water volleyball…).  
Just play together and have fun!  Make sure you go easy on the dads, kids. 
 

Have A Ball 
(Psalm 150:1) 

“Praise the Lord” 
Athletics should be fun.  Have A Ball is “How To Have Fun In Sports 101.”  Here’s some ways to enjoy 
playing the sport you’ve chosen, and make it more enjoyable for your teammates and your coaches.  We 
call it being good “TEAMMATES!”  Today, we’re looking at the second half of TEAMMATES: MATES! 
 

Mindful 
“Each of you should look not only to your own interests but also to the interests of others” 
(Philippians 2:4). 
If your teammate passes to you when she could have shot, return the favor sometime.  When your coach 
takes his time to be at practice or games, listen to him or her. 
 

All Star 
“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus…” 
(Colossians 3:17). 
Want to be named to the “All-Star Team?”  Here’s how: Do a good job in everything you do.  Come to all 
the practices and games, bring really good snacks when it’s your turn, listen to your coach so he doesn’t 
have to repeat himself over and over, participate cheerfully rather than complain, play hard until the very 
end.  If you do this, you’ll be a true all-star. 
 

Trailblazer 
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart…” (Colossians 3:23). 
Be a leader.  Find new ways to make games and practices fun.  Make-up cheers for the team.  Ask a pro-
player to come to one of your practices (this really works - I’ve done it)! 
 

Enthusiastic 
“I have come so that they may have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). 
Be enthusiastic.  If you can’t find anything to be enthusiastic about, pretend to be enthusiastic and pretty 
soon, you will be enthusiastic.  Show up to the game even if you’re sick or injured.  Even if you’re the 
least player on the last place team, your good attitude will make it a winning season.  So, let the river 
flow! 
 

Servant 
“If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all” (Mark 9:35). 
Remember how good it makes you feel when you pick out a special gift for your mom or dad for 
Christmas?  No matter how much we like getting, it feels even better to give.  Same thing goes for sports.  
Pick up equipment after a game.  Volunteer to give up some of your playing time so everyone can play 
the same amount. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
God gave His all – so will I y’all! (John 19:30). 
 
 


