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Welcome to Practice Ministries Bible studies for dads and kids.  You’re fulfilling one of the 
greatest privileges and responsibility a dad has - teaching your children the Bible. 
 
This Fourth Man Bible study is designed to help you and your family put God’s truths into 
practice everyday.  This book is a bit different than many in our series, in that the lessons are 
shorter and the worksheet (which follows each lesson) is more detailed and open-ended.  What it 
means for you is that you and your child really have the opportunity to open up to each other 
through the discussion questions. You can download any worksheet in this book by going to the 
Bible Study Materials page on our website at: www.practiceministries.org. 
 
We’re always looking for ways to make this material better for your family, so please contact us 
with any questions or comments you have.  Here’s how you can reach us: 
 
 

E-mail us: 
practiceministries@gmail.com 

 
Visit our website: 

www.practiceministries.org 
 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ Among the Nations, 
 
 
 
Bill Zukoski 
Director of Practice Ministries 
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THE FOURTH MAN 
 
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all 
the Scriptures concerning himself - Luke 24:27. 
 
Lesson        Foundation Verse  Page 
  1) Genesis: Our Creator and Redeemer   Isaiah 63:16     6 
  2) Exodus: The Great I AM     Exodus 3:14-15  10 
  3) Leviticus: Our High Priest    Hebrews 2:17   15 
  4) Numbers: The Pillar of Cloud and Fire   Numbers 9:15   19 
  5) Deuteronomy: The Greater Moses   Deuteronomy 18:15  24 
  6) Joshua: The Commander of Heaven’s Armies  Joshua 5:15   28 
  7) Ruth: Our Kinsman Redeemer    Luke 1:68   32 
  8) Nehemiah: Restorer of Broken Walls   Nehemiah 1:11  36 
  9) Psalms: Our Shepherd     Psalm 23:1   41 
10) Isaiah: The Prince of Peace    Isaiah 9:6-7   45 
11) Daniel: The Fourth Man     Daniel 3:25   49 
12) Matthew: The Messiah     John 4:25-26   54 
13) Mark: Our Servant     Mark 10:45   60 
14) Luke: Our Deliverer     Luke 4:18   64 
15) John: The Son of God     John 1:12   69 
16) Acts: The Indwelling Holy Spirit    Acts 1:8   73 
17) Romans: The Righteousness of God   Romans 1:16-17  78 
18) Ephesians: The Unsearchable Riches   Ephesians 3:8   82 
19) Philippians: The God Who Supplies Our Needs  Philippians 4:19  85 
20) Revelation: King of Kings and Lord of Lords  Revelation 1:8   89 
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24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, 
“Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” 
 
They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 
 
25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and 
the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 
 
 

Who Is The Fourth Man? 
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LESSON 1 
 

IN GENESIS: HE IS OUR CREATOR AND REDEEMER 
 
Foundation Verse 
But you are our Father, though Abraham does not know us or Israel acknowledge us; you, 
Lord, are our Father; our Redeemer from of old is your name – Isaiah 63:16. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
God is our Creator 
Jesus is our Redeemer 
Why did Jesus redeem us? 
What does all this mean? 
 
Background 
Isaiah did not yet know the Messiah, but it is very clear that he knew of the Messiah. Messiah is 
the Hebrew name for God’s anointed or chosen one.  Christos (Christ) is the Greek equivalent of 
Messiah.  Isaiah was given a very clear picture that the Messiah would be the one to deliver His 
people from their sin: All of us, like sheep, have strayed away.  We have left God’s paths to 
follow our own.  Yet the Lord laid on him the sins of us all – Isaiah 53:6.  Isaiah recognizes 
God the Father as the “Redeemer from everlasting.” 
 

Who is the Fourth Man?  He is our Creator and Redeemer 
 
God is our Creator 
Genesis 1:1 begins with an authoritative statement: In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.  If Genesis 1:1 means what it says, we must be willing to hear and obey it as the 
authoritative word of and from God. 
 
God created everything that has been created – both what we can see and what we can’t see.  The 
Bible says: This is what the Lord says— your Redeemer and Creator: “I am the Lord, who 
made all things.  I alone stretched out the heavens.  Who was with me when I made the 
earth? - Isaiah 44:24. 
 
And just as God is our Creator, He is also our Redeemer.  The Bible says: For God in all his 
fullness was pleased to live in Christ, 20 and through him God reconciled everything to 
himself.  He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood 
on the cross - Colossians 1:19-20. 
 
Question: What does it mean to redeem something? [To redeem is to buy-back something or 
someone.  It’s an exchange of goods for a price. - To redeem is also the act of correcting a past 
wrong]. 
 
For example, in the days when the Old Testament was written, if someone was poor and needed 
to sell his property – his home, his possessions, or even himself – for money, what was sold 
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could be redeemed or bought back for a price.  And when that house, or piece of land, or person 
was redeemed, the exchange or transaction restored the property or person to their original state. 
 
Question: Who then, is a redeemer? [A redeemer is the person who does the purchasing or the 
buying back, or the correcting of a past wrong]. 
 
How is God our Redeemer? 
People must be redeemed from something. Just as money was exchanged to redeem a piece of 
land, a price was paid to redeem us from sin that holds us captive in its prison. 
 
Jesus, God the Son, is our Redeemer, and the price He paid was his own life.  The Bible says: 
With his own blood—not the blood of goats and calves—he entered the Most Holy Place 
once for all time and secured our redemption forever – Hebrews 9:12. 
 
Every person who has ever lived or will live upon this earth has sinned. The Bible says: …sin is 
lawlessness – 1 John 3:4. Sin is any violation of God’s moral character or of His law.  Think of 
sin as defacing God's perfect design. We all bear the very image of God Himself, and when we 
sin, it’s like leaving a stain on His image that won’t come out. And as soon as we break God’s 
law, we’re thrown into sin’s prison and the key is thrown away, with no hope of our release - 
unless a Redeemer comes along who can pay the price for our release. 
 
The Bible says: But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while 
we were still sinners - Romans 5:8. At just the right time – at the time of God the Father’s 
choosing – Jesus, God the Son, paid an enormous price - taking upon Himself God’s wrath or 
anger against your sin and mine - to purchase your freedom from sin. 
 
Question: Why did Jesus have to redeem us? [Because of His great love for you and for me]. 
 
The Bible says: But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject 
to the law. 5 God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he 
could adopt us as his very own children – Galatians 4:4-5.  
 
God sent Jesus to buy our freedom so that He could adopt us as his very own children.  When the 
Bible speaks of the law, it is speaking of God’s commands and His rules to live a perfect life.  
But the Bible also says that when God gave people His law, it gave them the opportunity to 
disobey the law. 
 
There are parental laws – if you lie, you have privileges removed.  There are societal laws – if 
you drive too fast and break the law, you get a traffic ticket.  And there are spiritual laws. When 
God’s spiritual and moral law is violated - because the sin committed is an offense against a holy 
God - His holiness demands that the sin be paid for - and that price is a sacrifice.  The Bible says: 
But our High Priest [Jesus] offered himself to God as a single sacrifice for sins, good for all 
time – Hebrews 10:12. 
 
Jesus – perfect man and perfect God, is the only One who could redeem you so that you can be 
adopted into God’s family.  Because Jesus is fully man, He alone could be the one and only 
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sacrifice for all people.  Because Jesus is fully God, He has the capacity to take upon Himself the 
sins of the world.  When Jesus died upon the cross – He fully paid the price God required to 
purchase you from sin’s prison.  Because of this, God does not just view your debt as cancelled 
by Jesus, God views your debt as paid in full.  The price has been paid, and you are redeemed: 
Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name goes all the glory for your unfailing love and 
faithfulness – Psalm 115:1. 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
You are redeemed – sin’s prison door that has held you captive has been opened and you are free 
to walk out.  But what will you do?  You have a choice to make.  The Bible says: He has given 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not 
have God’s Son does not have life – 1 John 5:11-12.  You have the choice to reject Jesus and 
stay in prison or receive the gift of life eternal that is found in Himself and walk out with your 
debt paid in full.  Receive Jesus and have life eternal, or reject Jesus and receive death eternal.  
The Bible says: Jesus says, “I am the way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the 
Father except by Me” – john 14:6. 
 
Have you made the choice to accept the gift that Jesus is ready for you to receive?  Jesus fully 
paid the price for your sins – you cannot pay for them by being good enough, or doing enough 
good things, and no one can make the decision for you.  The only way to be accepted into God’s 
family is by receiving Jesus into your life. 
 
You can do this right now if you wish.  Simply say to God you want to receive Jesus into your 
life.  It’s not the words you say but it is your sincere desire to accept Jesus’ gift that will save you 
from sin’s prison and give you a new and everlasting life.  If this is your desire, you can simply 
say: Father - I am sorry for my sins and right now I say to you that I want to turn away from 
them.  I want to be adopted by You so that I can call you Father.  Jesus, please come into my life 
and make me new on the inside and help me live the way you want me to live. 
 
Next: Jesus is the Great I AM 
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PRACTICE SESSION 1 
 

GENESIS: GOD IS OUR CREATOR AND REDEEMER 
 
Foundation Verse 
But you are our Father, though Abraham does not know us or Israel acknowledge us; you, 
Lord, are our Father; our Redeemer from of old is your name – Isaiah 63:16. 
 
 
1) What did God create? 
__________________________________________________________________ - Genesis 1:1. 
 
2) What does God want us to believe about creation? 
__________________________________________________________________ - Isaiah 44:24. 
 
3) What does it mean to redeem something or someone? 
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
 
3) How is God our redeemer? 
__________________________________________________________________ - Romans 5:8. 
 
4) What did Jesus do to redeem you and me from our sin? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ - Hebrews 9:12. 
 
The Bible says: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the 
Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life – 1 John 5:11-12. 
 
5) If you have received the gift of life eternal through Jesus Christ, how can you thank God for 
His gift to you? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6) If you have not yet received this gift from Jesus, what questions do you have?  Ask Jesus to 
help you with your questions. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Good Words To Remember: 
He has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son – 1 John 5:11. 
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LESSON 2 
 

IN EXODUS: HE IS THE GREAT I AM 
 

Foundation Verse 
God replied to Moses, “I am who I am. Say this to the people of Israel: I am has sent me to 
you.” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: Yahweh, the God of your 
ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to 
you.  This is my eternal name, my name to remember for all generations – Exodus 3:14-15. 
 
What’s In This Lesson? 
Jesus is the Great I AM 
The I AMs’ of Jesus 
The Resurrection Life 
What does all this mean? 
 
Background 
God Almighty – El Shaddai – creator of the universe - calls Himself I AM.  When God 
introduced Himself to Moses from the midst of the burning bush on Mount Sinai (the same 
mountain where God later gave Moses the Ten Commandments), God told Moses that He was 
sending him to Pharaoh to lead the nation of Israel out of Egypt, where the Israelites had been 
slaves for over 400 years. 
 
But Moses said, “If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent 
me to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what should I tell them? 14 God replied 
to Moses, “I am who I am. Say this to the people of Israel: I AM has sent me to you – Exodus 
3:13-15. 
 
Almost 1400 years after Moses died, Jesus was teaching in the temple in Jerusalem and was 
being questioned by the religious leaders of Israel as to who he was.  Jesus told them:  
Your father [ancestor] Abraham rejoiced as he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and was 
glad.” 57 The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can you say you have seen 
Abraham?” 58 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM – John 
8:55-58. 
 
Jesus told the religious leaders exactly who He was.  When Jesus said, “I AM,” He was publicly 
declaring that He was the eternal Almighty God in the flesh.   
 
Who is the Fourth Man? He is the Great I AM 
 
Seven times in the Gospel of John Jesus uses the name I AM to tell us who He is: 
 
I AM the Bread of Life 
I AM the Light of the World 
I AM the Door of the Sheep 
I AM the Good Shepherd 
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I AM the Resurrection and the Life 
I AM the Way, the Truth and the Life 
I AM the True Vine  
 
I AM: The Bread of Life 
I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry again. Whoever believes 
in me will never be thirsty - John 6:35. 
Jesus spoke these words to a crowd the day after he fed 5,000 men (and more women and 
children besides) with just five loaves of bread and two fish.  
 
Jesus fed the physically hungry. But Jesus’ greatest concern was for people with spiritual hunger.  
Jesus says, I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger - John 6:35.  This 
bread satisfies the innermost hunger of our heart.  Jesus’ words are just as true today as they 
were 2,000 years ago.  Have you eaten of this bread?  Jesus, The Bread of Life, offers each of us 
a satisfying and everlasting life. 
 
I AM: The Light of the World 
I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, because 
you will have the light that leads to life - John 8:12. 
Scientists say they do not know exactly what light is. We know the effects of the sun, but we 
don’t exactly know all about it. God put the sun a precise distance from the earth. If the sun were 
closer to us, we would all be burned up. If it were farther from us, we would freeze to death. 
 
What the sun is to the earth, Jesus Christ is to us. Jesus said, I am the light of the world. He 
who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life - John 8:12. 
Jesus, the Light of the world, offers a choice between the darkness of sin and the light of a life in 
His presence.  Are you living in darkness or in the light? 
 
I AM: The Door 
Yes, I am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved. They will come and go 
freely and will find good pastures - John 10:9. 
When Jesus taught, he used everyday examples his listeners would understand.  When Jesus said, 
“I AM the Door,” he very likely was referring to the door to the sheepfold – the pen where the 
sheep were kept when they were not out in the fields grazing.  The sheepfold is the only place 
where they were safe from harm.  And they can only get into the sheepfold through the door. 
The Kingdom of God has an entrance – a door.  Jesus was the son of a carpenter and was a 
carpenter himself.  Jesus probably made many doors.  A building may have many doors, but God 
has only one door whereby people may enter into His Kingdom, and that door is Jesus Christ.  
Have you walked through The Door that Jesus has opened for you? 
 
I AM: The Good Shepherd 
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep - John 10:11. 
A good shepherd lives with his sheep.  The shepherd lives with his sheep. He makes sure they 
are fed, protected, and safe. Sheep don’t see very well and they tend to wander off and get lost.  
He sleeps at the door of the sheepfold.  A good shepherd literally gives his life for his sheep.   
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Jesus tells the story of a shepherd who had 99 sheep that were safe, but one had wandered away 
and got lost. So this shepherd decided that he was going to go after the one lost sheep. After 
much searching, he found the sheep. And he called all of his friends together, and they rejoiced 
because he had found the sheep (Luke 15:4-6). 
 
The Bible says: All of us, like sheep, have strayed away.  We have left God’s paths to follow 
our own.  Yet the Lord laid on him the sins of us all - Isaiah 53:6.  You are the sheep; Jesus is 
the shepherd. He loves you, and He gave His life for you. When He died on the cross, God took 
all of our sins and laid them on Him.  Are you lost or have you been found? 
 
I AM: The Resurrection and The Life 
I am the resurrection and the life.  Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying. 26 

Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die - John 11:25-26. 
Lazarus, one of Jesus’ friends, died and was buried in a rock tomb, and a stone was rolled over 
the entrance.  Jesus told the people gathered around the tomb to roll aside the stone, and then 
Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!”  And Lazarus came out of the grave - John 11.  This is what 
Jesus – I AM - does for us spiritually. We can become new creatures.  We are re-born – not 
physically but spiritually.  Have you been born again spiritually?  If not, you can be, right now. 
 
I AM: The Way, the Truth and the Life 
Jesus told him [his disciple Thomas]: I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come 
to the Father except through me - John 14:6. 
Jesus told His disciples many times that one day He would leave and go back to be with The 
Father.  They just couldn’t understand or accept what Jesus was saying.  As they struggled with 
this, Jesus, I AM, told them that if you have seen me you have seen the Father helped them to see 
the Father (John 14:9) and to understand that they were one. 
 
Jesus says: No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him – John 6:44.  
This is how we come to God. He draws us. He urges us to receive His Son, Jesus – God the Son 
who alone gives us an abundant life, who alone forgives our sins, who alone gives us eternal life.  
Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life, is God, and is our only Source of salvation.  Have you 
asked The Father to draw you to Himself through Jesus the Son? 
 
I AM: The Vine 
Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will 
produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing – John 15:5. 
The vine is the big knotty part of the plant that the branches come out of.  The branches produce 
fruit, like grapes, because the nutrition to produce the fruit flows out of the vine and into the 
branches.  If a branch is cut off of the vine, the branch dies and can produce nothing of any 
value.  Apart from the vine, the branch can do nothing on its own. 
 
When you receive Jesus He gives you the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit produces fruit in your 
life. What kind of fruit? Love. He gives you supernatural power to love even people you don’t 
like. Joy is another fruit. Joy – resting in God’s control in the midst of all kinds of problems and 
suffering. There’s peace. You have peace in your heart. And then you have patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. These are produced by the Holy Spirit. And 
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you can have the kind of life full of that fruit with the help of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus, is the Vine 
– the source of a full and everlasting life.  
 
What Does All This Mean? 
Jesus called Himself "I AM" – the name God called Himself in front of Moses in Exodus 3:14.  
According to the law that God gave Moses to give to the people of Israel, for a man to claim to 
be God was blasphemy (claiming to be equal with God) and the punishment for blasphemy was 
death. 
 
But Jesus – Emmanuel - God with us – did not commit blasphemy.   He was and is God, equal to 
the Father in every way.  And He proved it when He was raised from the dead.  And Jesus holds 
this resurrection life out for any who will receive it through Him. 
 
Have you received this resurrection life Jesus offers to you?  Are you ready to receive Jesus and 
all that His names have for you?  If so, you can have this life right now.  Jesus: I believe that you 
are Who You say You are: God Almighty – I AM – and you alone can forgive my sins and give 
me life everlasting.  Right now I say to you: I am the lost sheep. Please Good Shepherd, come 
and rescue me and bring me into Your sheepfold.  Amen. 
 
Next: Jesus is our Great High Priest 
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PRACTICE SESSION 2 
 

EXODUS: JESUS IS THE GREAT I AM 
 

Foundation Verse 
God replied to Moses, “I am who I am.  Say this to the people of Israel: I AM has sent me 
to you” – Exodus 3:14. 
 
Match the verse with who Jesus is: 
 
1) Jesus said, I AM: ____________________________________________________ John 8:58. 
 
2) Jesus said, I AM: ____________________________________________________ John 6:35. 
 
3) Jesus said, I AM: ____________________________________________________ John 8:12. 
 
4) Jesus said, I AM: ____________________________________________________ John 10:9. 
 
5) Jesus said, I AM: ___________________________________________________ John 10:11. 
 
6) Jesus said, I AM: ________________________________________________ John 11:25-26. 
 
7) Jesus said, I AM: ____________________________________________________ John 14:6. 
 
8) Jesus said, I AM: ____________________________________________________ John 15:5. 
 
9) Who do you say Jesus is? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Good Words To Remember: (Pick your favorite “I AM” name and write the verse in: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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LESSON 3 
 

IN LEVITICUS: HE IS OUR HIGH PRIEST 
 

Foundation Verse 
Therefore, it was necessary for him to be made in every respect like us, his brothers and 
sisters, so that he could be our merciful and faithful High Priest before God. Then he could 
offer a sacrifice that would take away the sins of the people – Hebrews 2:17. 
 
What’s In This Lesson? 
Jesus mediates between God and man 
Jesus’ sacrifice 
Jesus is our High Priest forever 
What does all this mean? 
 
Background 
In the book of Leviticus, God tells the nation of Israel how to properly worship Him.  God gave 
these instructions to Moses and appointed priests to assist the nation in worshiping Him.  In the 
Jewish religious system, a priest was the mediator between the people and God. 
 
Abraham had a son named Isaac, and Isaac had a son named Jacob, whose name was later 
changed to Israel.  Jacob had 12 sons (and one daughter) and these sons became the fathers of the 
12 tribes of Israel.  One of Jacob’s sons was Levi.  Levi was the great-grandfather of Aaron and 
his baby brother Moses, and it is Aaron’s descendants who were appointed by God to be priests 
for the nation of Israel.  The Levites served as assistants in the Tabernacle, the portable sanctuary 
constructed by Moses as a place of worship for the Israelites during the years they wandered in 
the wilderness after leaving Egypt before God brought them into the Promised land. 
 
The high priest was the chief religious leader whose main duty was to determine the will of God 
and oversee all the other priests.  Most importantly, it was the high priest who entered into the 
Most Holy Place of the Tabernacle (where God would appear) and later the Temple built by 
King David’s son Solomon, once a year on the Day of Atonement (called Yom Kippur). Only the 
high priest could enter the Most Holy Place and, before doing so, he was required to make a 
sacrifice for himself. In this way the high priest was cleansed and could then go on to offer the 
sacrifices for the people so they could be clean (holy) so God could be in their midst, for God’s 
eyes are too pure to look upon sin.  The Bible says: Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you 
cannot tolerate wrongdoing - Habakkuk 1:3. 
 

Who is the Fourth Man? He is our High Priest 
The Bible says: Every high priest is a man chosen to represent other people in their dealings 
with God. He presents their gifts to God and offers sacrifices for their sins. 2 And he is able 
to deal gently with ignorant and wayward people because he himself is subject to the same 
weaknesses. 3 That is why he must offer sacrifices for his own sins as well as theirs. 4 And no 
one can become a high priest simply because he wants such an honor. He must be called by 
God for this work, just as Aaron was. 5 That is why Christ did not honor himself by 
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assuming he could become High Priest. No, he was chosen by God, who said to him, “You 
are my Son.  Today I have become your Father” – Hebrews 5:1-5. 
 
Jesus is our High Priest like the high priests of Old Testament times, mediates or stands in the 
gap between us (the people) and God. 
 
It was necessary for the priest to perform a sacrifice for himself and for the people so he and the 
people could be holy before God, and in so doing, be at one with God. 
 
Rather than a yearly (or daily) atonement, Jesus' sacrifice is once-for-all.  He made the necessary 
sacrifice for us to be one with God.  Jesus was without sin so He did not need to offer a sacrifice 
for Himself as did the high priests in the Old Testament time.  Those who have put their faith in 
Jesus have been made righteous by Him and are now able to enter into God's presence.  The 
Bible says: God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God – 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
 
This mediation of Jesus is permanent and continues.  The Bible says: The former priests 
were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office, but 
he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever - Hebrews 7:23-25.  
While Jesus' sacrifice was once-for-all, His mediation for us continues. 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
Every priest was appointed from among men.  Jesus, though God from eternity, became a man in 
order to suffer death and serve as our High Priest.  The Bible says: As a man, Jesus was subject 
to all the weaknesses and temptations that we are, so that He could personally relate to us in our 
struggles - Hebrews 4:15.  Because Jesus is our High Priest we can approach God with 
confidence. The Bible says: So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There 
we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most - Hebrews 
4:16.  We no longer need a person to mediate between us and God.  Jesus has broken the barrier, 
made the sacrifice, and reinstituted our relationship with God. Because of our Great High Priest, 
we are free to come to God. 
 
The Gospel 
Adam’s (and subsequently you and me) choice to sin made everyone guilty before God, without 
hope of ever being pardoned or made right with God.  But then, Jesus stepped in, and by 
sacrificing Himself, He took upon Himself the sins of all people, that we may be declared clean 
of our sin and be reconciled to God. The Bible says: For as by one man's disobedience many 
were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous - Romans 
5:19. 
 
Even now, Jesus our Great High Priest is standing in the gap interceding on your behalf to the 
Father.  The Bible says: Who will condemn us?  No one – for Christ Jesus died for us and 
was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading 
for [you] – Romans 8:34. 
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Have you accepted Jesus’ pardon for your sin so you can be made right with God?  You can do 
this right now if you’re ready.  Jesus: I confess to you that I have sinned against you and others 
including myself.  But right now I declare to you that I am turning away from living life apart 
from you.  Please come into my life, that I may be made new and live a life worthy of your 
sacrifice for me, by Your power at work in me.  Thank you for making me at-one with You. 
 
Next: The Pillar of Cloud and Fire 
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PRACTICE SESSION 3 
 

IN LEVITICUS: JESUS IS OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST 
 

Foundation Verse 
Therefore, it was necessary for him to be made in every respect like us, his brothers and 
sisters, so that he could be our merciful and faithful High Priest before God. Then he could 
offer a sacrifice that would take away the sins of the people – Hebrews 2:17. 
 
1) Why was it necessary for Jesus to become a man? 
________________________________________________________________ - Hebrews 2:17. 
 
2) As High Priest, was is it that Jesus can do for you? 
________________________________________________________________ - Hebrews 4:15. 
 
3) As High Priest what made His sacrifice better than all others? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ - Hebrews 10:11-12. 
 
4) What is Jesus our Great High Priest doing for you right now? 
_________________________________________________________________ - Romans 8:34. 
 
Jesus’ sacrifice of Himself once and for all atoned for the world’s sins.  Jesus, the Great High 
Priest once and for all, by the sacrifice of Himself, made you right with God, whose eyes are too 
pure to look upon sin.  When God looks at you, He sees you just as He sees His Son Jesus 
because Jesus gives you His own right-standing with God.  Have you asked Jesus to give you His 
own righteousness?  If you have not, Jesus is standing in the gap between you and God ready to 
make you right with Him. 
 
If you have asked Jesus to make you right with Himself and with the Father, take a moment now 
to thank Him for the gift He gives you.  Next, write down the name of a person(s) who you want 
to receive this gift: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5) Will you commit to pray for this person to receive God’s gift of sacrifice and salvation? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Good Words To Remember 
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness 
of God – 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
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LESSON 4 
 

IN NUMBERS: HE IS THE PILLAR OF CLOUD AND FIRE 
 

Foundation Verse 
On the day the Tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered it. But from evening until morning 
the cloud over the Tabernacle looked like a pillar of fire – Numbers 9:15. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
Jesus leads and guides you 
Jesus is a testimony to others 
Jesus protects you 
Jesus will never leave you 
What does this all mean? 
 
Background 
Abraham’s grandson Jacob, later named Israel, had twelve sons, one of whom was Joseph.  
Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers and taken into Egypt, where he eventually rose in 
importance and become second only to the Pharaoh (King of Egypt).  During the great famine, 
Joseph brought his father Jacob and his brothers and their family to live in Egypt with him where 
there was food.  Over 400 years, Israel grew into a large nation and were made slaves to serve 
the Pharaoh who had no remembrance of Joseph.  When Moses led the people out of Egypt and 
toward the Promised Land – the land God promised to give to Abraham’s descendants - God did 
not lead them along the main road because that would take them through the territory of the 
Philistines, a nation who would be hostile toward Israel.  Rather God led them through the 
wilderness toward the Red Sea.  And the Lord went ahead of them.  He guided them during the 
day with a pillar of cloud, and he provided light at night with a pillar of fire. 
 

Who is the Fourth Man? He Is The Pillar of Cloud by Day and The Pillar of Fire at Night 
The Lord went ahead of them. He guided them during the day with a pillar of cloud, and 
he provided light at night with a pillar of fire. This allowed them to travel by day or by 
night. 22 And the Lord did not remove the pillar of cloud or pillar of fire from its place in 
front of the people - Exodus 13:21-22 
 
What was the pillar of cloud and fire? [The better question might be: Who is the pillar of cloud 
and fire?]. 
 
When Israel left Egypt, the Egyptian army came after them.  The Bible says: Then the angel of 
God, who had been leading the people of Israel, moved to the rear of the camp. The pillar 
of cloud also moved from the front and stood behind them.20 The cloud settled between the 
Egyptian and Israelite camps. As darkness fell, the cloud turned to fire, lighting up the 
night - Exodus 14:19-20. 
 
Whenever Scripture mentions the “angel of the Lord” or the “angel of God,” the Scriptures most 
times are referring to a pre-incarnate Jesus Christ.  Incarnate means “with body,” so this was 
Jesus before He was born that first Christmas day.  
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The Old Testament includes more than 50 references to the Angel of the Lord.  The Angel of the 
Lord was different from the created angels.  He visited Sarah and Abraham (Genesis 18:1); He 
appeared to Moses in the burning bush (Exodus 3:4); He appeared to Joshua as Commander of 
God’s army (Joshua 5:13-15) and accepted his worship - something God’s holy angels never 
accepted.  The Pillar of cloud and of fire very likely is Jesus Christ Himself – watching over, 
protecting, leading, and guiding His people Israel. 
 
Bonus Question and Answer: So what was Jesus doing before that first Christmas 
morning?  First of all, He created everything.  The Bible says: Christ is the visible image of 
the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation, 
16for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth.  He made 
the things we can see and the things we can’t see - such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and 
authorities in the unseen world.  Everything was created through him and for him.  17 He 
existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together – Colossian 1:15-17. 
 
The Pillar Guided 
The Bible says: On the day the Tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered it.  But from 
evening until morning the cloud over the Tabernacle looked like a pillar of fire. 16 This was 
the regular pattern—at night the cloud that covered the Tabernacle had the appearance of 
fire. 17 Whenever the cloud lifted from over the sacred tent, the people of Israel would 
break camp and follow it. And wherever the cloud settled, the people of Israel would set up 
camp. 18 In this way, they traveled and camped at the Lord’s command wherever he told 
them to go. Then they remained in their camp as long as the cloud stayed over the 
Tabernacle. 19 If the cloud remained over the Tabernacle for a long time, the Israelites 
stayed and performed their duty to the Lord. 20 Sometimes the cloud would stay over the 
Tabernacle for only a few days, so the people would stay for only a few days, as the Lord 
commanded. Then at the Lord’s command they would break camp and move on. 21 

Sometimes the cloud stayed only overnight and lifted the next morning. But day or night, 
when the cloud lifted, the people broke camp and moved on. 22 Whether the cloud stayed 
above the Tabernacle for two days, a month, or a year, the people of Israel stayed in camp 
and did not move on. But as soon as it lifted, they broke camp and moved on. 23 So they 
camped or traveled at the Lord’s command, and they did whatever the Lord told them 
through Moses – Numbers 9:15-23. 
 
Question: What did the Pillar of cloud and fire do?  [The Pillar led the way for Israel through 
the wilderness toward the Promised Land].  
 
Question: What did the people of Israel do when the pillar stopped moving? [They stayed 
and did whatever the Lord told them to do].  The people’s plans were what the Lord’s plans were 
for them that day. 
 
The Bible says: Commit to the Lord whatever you do and he will establish your plans - 
Proverbs 16:3. 
 
Question: How would your day to day be different if you committed your plans to God? 
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The Pillar was a Testimony 
“I will never fail you.  I will never abandon you – Hebrews 13:5-6. 
The Pillar was the presence of God and a constant reminder of His faithfulness to the nation of 
Israel. Just as Jesus never left Israel, He will never leave or abandon you.  
 
The Pillar Protected 
He spread a cloud for a covering, and fire to illumine by night – Psalm 105:39. 
The pillar was with Israel every hour of every day.  It protected them against the Egyptian army 
that was sent to return the Israelites to slavery.  When the Egyptian army came after them, the 
pillar moved between the Egyptians and the Israelites.  The Pillar also kept the Israelites warm 
during the cold desert nights and helped them stay cool during the burning desert days.  The 
Pillar never left them. 
 
There is another way the pillar protected Israel.  It was mentioned earlier in this lesson that God 
did not lead Israel on a straight path to the promised land after leaving Egypt.  That detour was 
for their protection and their instruction - protection against their enemies and instruction by 
which to learn about Him and about themselves. And so it is with us – His constant presence is 
for our protection against our enemies and by which we can know Him. 
 
The Pillar Never Left Israel 
But in your great mercy you did not abandon them to die in the wilderness. The pillar of 
cloud still led them forward by day, and the pillar of fire showed them the way through the 
night – Nehemiah 9:19. 
Despite all of Israel’s failures – complaining, unbelief, their leaving the Lord to worship idols – 
the Lord never left them.  He never withdrew the pillar of cloud and fire.  Like the nation of 
Israel, despite your failures, Jesus will never leave you. Once Jesus comes into your life, He 
stays.  He remains and will lead, guide, and protect you every step of the way (lesson 16). 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
There is one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ 
Jesus – 1 Timothy 2:5. 
Earlier in this lesson the bonus question and answer asked and answered (in part) what Jesus was 
doing before He was sent to us that first Christmas.  The next question then, is what is Jesus 
doing now? 
 
After Jesus ascended to heaven and was seated at the right hand of God the Father He returned to 
the glory or majesty He had before His incarnation (when He became human): Now, Father, 
bring me into the glory we shared before the world began – John 17:5.  Jesus carries on His 
role as King of kings and Lord of lords (lesson 20).  But Jesus has another role He currently 
fulfills for those who are His. Jesus is always standing next to the Father and defending us.   
 
Question: Why does Jesus need to defend us? Jesus intercedes or steps in for us while Satan 
(whose name means “accuser”) is accusing us, pointing out our sins before God.  But Satan’s 
accusations fail because Jesus’ work on the cross paid our sin debt in full; therefore, God sees 
those who belong to Him perfect because of Jesus.  When Jesus died on the cross, He gave us 
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His own righteousness (perfect holiness) while our sin was transferred to Him at His death. This 
is the great exchange:  For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our 
sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ – 2 Corinthians 5:21 - that took 
away forever our sinful state before God, so God can accept us as blameless before Him. 
 
Jesus intercedes for those who belong to Him.  Do you belong to the only One who can make 
you right with God?  If you have not yet accepted Jesus into your life, you can right now.  He is 
praying for you to do so at this very moment.  Jesus is ready to lead you out of the land of 
slavery and bondage to your sin like a pillar of cloud and of fire, ready and eager to lead, guide, 
and protect you day and night on a straight path of right living.  Why?  Because He loves you 
like a parent loves his child.  Are you ready to follow Him? 
 
If so, you can follow Him right now: Jesus – I confess that I am living in the land of slavery to 
my sin and I want to be led out of that land and receive your forgiveness and your gift of eternal 
life in your good and perfect Promised Land.  Please free me from my slavery to sin and lead me 
on the path of your choosing for me.  Please become to me the Pillar of cloud and fire so that I 
might follow you every day.  Amen. 
 
Next: The Greater Moses 
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PRACTICE SESSION 4 
 

IN NUMBERS: JESUS IS THE PILLAR OF CLOUD AND FIRE 
 

Foundation Verse 
On the day the Tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered it. But from evening until morning 
the cloud over the Tabernacle looked like a pillar of fire – Numbers 9:15. 
 
Read Numbers 9:15-23 
 
Who is the pillar of cloud and fire? 
1) _______________________________________________________________ - Exodus 14:9. 
 
2) How does Jesus guide you? 
____________________________________________________________ - Numbers 9:15-23. 
 
3) How is Jesus a testimony in your life? 
_______________________________________________________________ - Hebrews 13:5-6. 
 
How can your life be a testimony for Jesus? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4) How does Jesus protect you and others? 
______________________________________________________________ - Exodus 14:19-20. 
 
6) How is Jesus faithful to you? 
____________________________________________________________ - Nehemiah 9:16-19. 
 
7) How can you be faithful to Jesus? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Good Words To Remember 
I will never fail you.  I will never abandon you – Hebrews 13:5-6. 
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LESSON 5 
 

IN DEUTERONOMY: HE IS THE GREATER MOSES 
 

Foundation Verse 
The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your fellow 
Israelites. You must listen to him – Deuteronomy 18:15. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
Moses was a prophet of God 
Jesus is the greater Moses 
Jesus became the curse for us 
What does all this mean? 
 
Background 
Question: Have you ever met anyone famous or at least someone you’re pretty much in awe 
of?  How awesome would it be if that person actually spoke to you?!  Do you think you’d be 
interested to hear what he or she has to say? 
 
So how much more awesome is it that El Shaddai – God Almighty – chose to speak to us?! 
Would you be interested to hear what He has to say? 
 
Throughout history, God has spoken to His people in various ways.  The Bible says: Long ago 
God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets – 
Hebrews1:1. While God communicated in various ways in the Old Testament, His preferred 
means was through His prophets, and among those Old Testament prophets, Moses was the most 
significant. 
 
After the Exodus from Egypt, Moses spoke to the people of Israel and told them that they should 
look for another prophet to come who, like him, would redeem God’s people from slavery and 
captivity.  Moses said to the nation of Israel: The Lord your God will raise up for you a 
prophet like me from among your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him – Deuteronomy 
18:15. Moses not only reveals that another prophet will come, but he also commands Israel to 
listen to him. 
 
About 1,500 years after Moses died, Moses, along with Elijah, appeared on a mountain in the 
presence of Jesus and his disciples Peter, James, and John. The Bible says: About eight days 
later [after Jesus fed the 5,000] Jesus took Peter, John, and James up on a mountain to 
pray. 29 And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was transformed, and his clothes 
became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly, two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared and began 
talking with Jesus. 31 They were glorious to see. And they were speaking about his [Jesus] 
exodus from this world, which was about to be fulfilled in Jerusalem…Then a voice from 
the cloud said, “This is my Son, my Chosen One. Listen to him - Luke 9:28-31, 35. 
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With those words, God without question declared that the words of Moses in Deuteronomy 
18:15 have been fulfilled in His Son Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the prophet like Moses – and is the 
greater Moses. 
 

Who is the Fourth Man? He Is The Greater Moses 
Although Jesus is like Moses in many ways, Jesus is greater than Moses.  The Bible says: For he 
[Jesus] was faithful to God, who appointed him, just as Moses served faithfully when he 
was entrusted with God’s entire house [the nation of Israel]. 3 But Jesus deserves far more 
glory than Moses, just as a person who builds a house deserves more praise than the house 
itself. 4 For every house has a builder, but the one who built everything is God. 5 Moses was 
certainly faithful in God’s house as a servant. His work was an illustration of the truths 
God would reveal later. 6 But Christ, as the Son, is in charge of God’s entire house – 
Hebrews 3:2-6. 
 

• Moses led God’s people – the nation of Israel – through the exodus - out of slavery and 
captivity in Egypt. 

• Jesus led His people through a greater Exodus – out of eternal captivity to sin and death. 
• Moses’ exodus went through the Red Sea. 
• Jesus’ Exodus was through the cross – taking God’s wrath against sin upon Himself on 

our behalf.  This is why the Bible says that Jesus is the mediator between God and man 
(lesson 3).  Jesus is God’s final and definitive word to His people: And now in these 
final days, he has spoken to us through his Son – Hebrews 1:2. 

 
As Moses spoke on God’s behalf to His people Israel, so now God speaks to us through His Son 
Jesus.  And here is what God wants you to know: For the law was given through Moses, but 
God’s unfailing love and faithfulness came through Jesus Christ – John 1:17. 
 
Question: Earlier in this lesson, it was suggested how awesome it would it be for a famous 
person or person you were in awe of to speak to you.  What if that person did just the 
opposite – what if he or she cursed at you?  How would you feel about that person now? 
 
You may be familiar with this blessing: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his 
face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you 
and give you peace - Numbers 6:24-26. 
 
God gave these words to Moses’ brother Aaron to speak over the nation of Israel.  Now, hear the 
exact opposite of this blessing: The Lord curse you and abandon you. The Lord keep you in 
darkness and give you only judgment without grace. The Lord turn his back upon you and 
remove his peace from you forever.  Jesus became this curse for us. 
 
The law came through Moses, but those who depend on the law to make them right with God are 
cursed.  The Bible says: But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law. 
When he was hung on the cross, he took upon himself the curse for our wrongdoing.  For it 
is written in the Scriptures, “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree” – Galatians 3:13. 
Jesus became cursed for us: When he was hung on the cross – the tree - he took upon himself the 
curse for our wrongdoing so that we would not be cursed. 
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What Does All This Mean? 
Jesus – who is the incarnation of God - became the incarnation of the curse of God - R.C. 
Sproul.  Jesus became the curse for you.  Have you honored His sacrifice by accepting the gift 
he holds out for you receive?  Listen to the words of the hymn: Grace Greater Than Our Sin: 
 
Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, 
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt! 
Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured, 
There where the blood of the Lamb was spilled. 
 
Refrain: 
Grace, grace, God’s grace, 
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 
Grace, grace, God’s grace, 
Grace that is greater than all our sin! 
 
Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold, 
Threaten the soul with infinite loss; 
Grace that is greater, yes, grace untold, 
Points to the refuge, the mighty cross. 
 
Dark is the stain that we cannot hide 
What can we do to wash it away? 
Look! There is flowing a crimson tide 
Brighter than snow you may be today. 
 
Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, 
Freely bestowed on all who believe! 
You that are longing to see His face, 
Will you this moment His grace receive? - Julia Johnston, 1910. 
 
Have you received the gift of God’s marvelous, infinite matchless grace that pardons your sin 
and makes you pure as snow?  It’s a gift that He holds out freely.  But in order for a gift to be a 
gift, it has to be received.  If you want to receive this marvelous grace, you can right now: 
 
Jesus, You willingly went up on the cross because of my sin.  Thank you for becoming the curse 
for me.  I confess to you now my sin that you took away from me on the cross and placed upon 
yourself, and now I turn away from them.  Right now I want to receive you Jesus.  Please come 
in and wash away this dark stain that I might be white as snow today and forevermore.   
 
Next: The Commander of the Army of The Lord 
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PRACTICE SESSION 5 
 

IN DEUTERONOMY: JESUS IS THE GREATER MOSES 
 

Foundation Verse 
The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your fellow 
Israelites. You must listen to him – Deuteronomy 18:15. 
 
1) What did Moses tell the people of Israel to do? 
___________________________________________________________ - Deuteronomy 18:15. 
 
Read Luke 9:28-35 
 
1) What did God tell Peter, John, and James to do? 
____________________________________________________________________ - Luke 9:35 
 
3) Why is Jesus greater than Moses? 
_____________________________________________________________ - Hebrews 3:5-6 
 
4) Can you be good enough on your own to be made right with God? 
______________________________________________________________ - Galatians 3:11 
 
5) How did Jesus make it possible for you to be made right with God? 
_____________________________________________________________ - Galatians 3:13 
 
Good Words To Remember 
Grace, grace, God’s grace, 
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 
Grace, grace, God’s grace, 
Grace that is greater than all our sin! - Julia Johnston, 1910 
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LESSON 6 
 

IN JOSHUA: HE IS THE COMMANDER OF THE ARMY OF THE LORD 
 

Foundation Verse 
The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where 
you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so – Joshua 5:15. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
Joshua is the commander of Israel’s army 
Jesus is the Commander of the army of The Lord 
Three Lessons 
What does all this mean? 
 
Background 
Moses changed Hoseha’s name to Joshua which means: the Lord is salvation.  Yeshua is the 
Hebrew name for Jesus, and it is this name that Joshua comes from. 
 
When God told Abraham he would become the father of a great nation (Genesis 12) He also 
promised Abraham that He would give his descendants a land – The Promised Land.  Over a 
period of 430 years the nation of Israel grew up in Egypt and eventually were made slaves of the 
Pharaoh.  When Moses led the exodus of Israel out of slavery and captivity, Joshua was his right-
hand man during the 40 years they wandered in the desert.  He was one of the twelve spies who 
went to spy out the Promised and – the land of Canaan.  Only he and Caleb had the faith and 
courage to recommend conquering the land and because of this, Joshua and Caleb were the only 
adult men who left Egypt to enter into the land 40 years later.  After Moses dies, God appointed 
Joshua to lead Israel. 
 
Joshua was the unquestioned leader of Israel.  He was the commander of Israel’s army.  He led 
Israel across the Jordan River and into the Promised Land.  He was about to go to war to begin 
taking possession of their inheritance.  But he was about to meet Someone greater. 
 

Who is the Fourth Man? He Is The Commander of the Army of The Lord 
Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him 
with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for 
our enemies?” 14 “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I have 
now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What 
message does my Lord have for his servant?” 15 The commander of the Lord’s army 
replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua 
did so – Joshua 5:13-15. 
 
At times in Scripture when an angel appeared and people fell down in worship, they were told 
not to.  But when Joshua fell down in worship, he was not rebuked (no – you must not do that) 
for doing so.  In fact, the commander said “Take off your sandals for the place where you are 
standing is holy.”  This is the same instruction that Moses was given when he neared the burning 
bush: Do not come any closer,” God said: Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 
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standing is holy ground – Exodus 3:5.  No holy angel will accept worship.  No one may be 
worshipped except God alone.  But this man accepted Joshua’s worship.  The commander of the 
army of the Lord is Jesus Christ. 
 
As Joshua was outside the city of Jericho, right in front of him is a warrior with his sword drawn. 
Joshua asked him: “whose side are you on? The answer was one Joshua could never have 
expected: “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I have now 
come” – Joshua 5:14.  Jesus wasn’t taking sides.  He was there to command the army of the 
Lord.  While the battle on the ground was about to begin, Jesus was there to fight another battle – 
against an army that could not be seen. 
 
Three Lessons 
1) The battle was God’s, and would be won in God’s way and God’s strength. God was right 
there with Joshua and was there to fight. Not to watch to see how Joshua was doing but to fight 
for His people.  Anything of God for God will be won God’s way and in God’s strength. 
 
2) The battle would involve an army greater than Joshua’s army. Joshua was meeting the 
commander of an army greater than his. Joshua stood before the “commander of the army of the 
Lord.” There was an army Joshua could not see – spiritual warriors fighting a battle against 
spiritual forces. Victory against Jericho would never be just about Jericho’s army and Joshua’s 
army. 
 
The Bible says: For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms - Ephesians. 6:12. This is a battle that was being fought in 
the heavenlies – the spirit realm. 
 
The Bible says: Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit” – Zechariah 4:6. There is an 
army of God around and ahead of all God’s people, fighting for the victory against the spiritual 
forces of evil.  We have a role - but success in God’s work is never all about us, our skills, our 
methods, or our effort. 
 
3) The battle would have an overall commander of the Lord’s army, and that commander would 
not be Joshua.  Until Joshua met Jesus he thought he was in charge of the army. He assumed that 
victory depended on the strength of his forces, that the battle would be decided by his strategies, 
and the glory for victory would be his. But Joshua was not the senior commander. Because 
Joshua is not the commander of the Lord’s army. 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
Israel was the nation chosen by God and set aside for His purpose to be a witness and testimony 
to all the nations of God’s love for His people.  But how could Israel be this witness and 
testimony if Israel was not separated from the influence of the Canaanites who would lead Israel 
away from worshipping the one true God? 
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And how can you be a witness and a testimony of God’s love for you and all people if you live 
your life trying to win battles on your own.  The Bible says: I want your will to be done, not 
mine – Luke 22:42. It’s not easy, but it’s the best way to live. 
 
Do you know the Commander of the army of The Lord?  Just as Joshua led Israel into the 
Promised Land, Jesus can and will bring you into His Promised Land of heaven if you allow Him 
to.  But you have to do it on Jesus’ terms and not yours.  As Joshua led Israel to victory over the 
enemies of God, only Jesus makes possible your victory over sin.  The Bible says: But thanks 
be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ – 1 Corinthians 15:57. 
 
If you have never allowed the Commander of heaven’s army your permission to lead you in life 
and in the life to come, you can right now: Jesus – you are the Commander of the army of 
heaven, and I know that only you can defeat the enemy of sin in my life.  You have done 
everything needed to defeat my sin, and I accept your victory over it.  I accept You.  I want to 
follow you every day.  Please help me to do this by the power you give me. 
 
Next: Our Kinsman Redeemer 
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PRACTICE SESSION 6 
 

IN JOSHUA: JESUS IS THE COMMANDER OF THE ARMY OF THE LORD 
 

Foundation Verse 
Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so – 
Joshua 5:15. 
 
1) What was Moses told when he came near the burning bush? 
__________________________________________________________________ - Exodus 3:5. 
 
2) What was Joshua told when he approached the man outside the camp near Jericho? 
__________________________________________________________________ - Joshua 5:15. 
 
3) What is our battle against in this world? 
_____________________________________________________________ - Ephesians 6:10-12. 
 
4) How do we fight this battle?  
________________________________________________________________ - Zechariah 4:6. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ – 1 
Corinthians 15:57. 
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LESSON 7 
 

IN RUTH: HE IS OUR KINSMAN REDEEMER 
 

Foundation Verse 
Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has visited and redeemed his people – Luke 
1:68. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
God is Israel’s Redeemer 
God’s Chesed 
Jesus is our Kinsman Redeemer 
What does all this mean? 
 
Background 
The story of Ruth occurred sometime between 1160-1100 BC during the period of Israel’s 
history known as The Judges.  Because the nation of Israel broke their promise to God to 
worship only Him and strayed into idol worship and immorality, God’s punishment of Israel 
included war and famine.  And it was famine that forced Naomi’s family out of Bethlehem and 
into the neighboring country of Moab. 
 
Bonus Question and Answer: We just read that God punished Israel.  If God is a loving God, 
why does He punish people? [The answer may surprise you: Because He loves you].  God does 
not punish sin because the problem of sin was taken care of by Jesus on the cross.  But God 
disciplines us because He loves us.  Sin hurts God. It saddens Him. It grieves Him more than it 
grieves us. Sin grieves God because He knows how much it hurts us. Sin hurts people. It destroys 
lives. It ruins relationships. When these things happen as a result of sin, God is grieved because, 
like a loving parent, He does not want His children to experience pain and suffering.  And the pain 
and suffering we do experience is not because God is inflicting it upon us as punishment, but 
because this pain and suffering is a natural consequence of sin. So God disciplines us so we will 
turn away from hurting ourselves and others.  The Bible says: do not make light of the Lord’s 
discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines the one 
he loves, and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” 7 Endure hardship as discipline; 
God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? – 
Hebrews 12:5-7. 
 
When Ruth and her mother-in-law, Naomi, returned to Bethlehem from Moab where they had 
been living, Naomi’s husband and both sons, one the husband of Ruth who was from Moab, had 
died, leaving the women in Israel’s lowest class: the poor and widowed.  Upon returning to 
Bethlehem, Naomi sent Ruth to work in the grain fields of Boaz, a wealthy relative of Naomi. 
Boaz exercised his responsibility as Naomi’s kinsman redeemer by buying her family property 
and taking Ruth as his wife, thereby redeeming Naomi’s family line - Boaz and Ruth’s son was 
Obed, the father of Jesse, the father of King David, from whose family line came Jesus. 
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Who is the Fourth Man? He Is Our Kinsman Redeemer 

Question: What is a kinsman redeemer?  Jewish law during Old Testament days provided for 
a kinsman-redeemer - a male who had the privilege or responsibility to act on behalf of a relative 
who was in trouble or in need.  In this way God provided a deliverer or rescuer for a family 
member. 
 
God is Israel’s Redeemer 
I am the one who helps you, declares the Lord; your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel - 
Isaiah 41:14.  We met God as our redeemer in lesson 1.  If you remember, to be redeemed is to 
be delivered or rescued, or bought by means of an exchange.  A redeemer then is the deliverer, or 
rescuer, or the one who does the buying. 
 
God delivered Israel from Egypt.  The Bible says: Therefore say to the people of Israel: I am 
the Lord.  I will free you from your oppression and will rescue you from you slavery in 
Egypt.  I will redeem you with a powerful arm and great acts of judgement.  I will claim 
you as my own people and I will be your God – Exodus 6:6.  God told Israel: you will be my 
people and I will be your God – Ezekiel 36:28. 
 
God’s Chesed 
Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has visited and redeemed his people – Luke 
1:68. 
The Hebrew word “chesed,” is often time translated as loving kindness or mercy.  Chesed is 
what is behind the action of the redeemer - meeting the deepest need of another based on 
commitment.  More so, the person able to help is the one who shows chesed to the one who 
needs help.  God showed chesed to the people of Israel by delivering and rescuing them from 
their enemies.  And God shows chesed to us today through His Son Jesus. 
 
Jesus is our Kinsman Redeemer 
…he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of 
his dear Son, 14 who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins – Colossians 1:13-14. 
 
The Bible says: So now Jesus and the ones he makes holy have the same Father. That is why 
Jesus is not ashamed to call them his brothers and sisters – Hebrews 2:11. For those who 
belong to Jesus, He is family – kin - much like Boaz was to Ruth. 
 
The Bible says: Though he [Jesus] was God, he did not think of equality with God as 
something to cling to. 7 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble 
position of a slave and was born as a human being… - Philippians 2:6-7.  It was necessary 
for Jesus to become a man and be made like us in every respect so that He could be our kinsman-
redeemer by offering Himself as a sacrifice that would take away the sins of the people. 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
The Bible says: Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though 
someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good.  But God 
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showed His great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners – 
Romans 5:7-8. 
 
Ruth was unable to rescue herself from being poor and widowed, yet because she requested it, 
she was redeemed by Boaz.  Boaz had no obligation to redeem Ruth but he did so willingly. 
 
In the same way, Jesus is our kinsman redeemer.  He willingly bought us for Himself.  The Bible 
says: And it was not paid with mere gold or silver, which lose their value. 19 It was the 
precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God – 1 Peter 1:18-19. 
 
Have you asked Jesus to redeem you from your sin?  He is the only one who can.  The Bible 
says: I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up 
again. This charge I have received from my Father – John 10:17-18. 
 
Jesus is willing and ready to do so.  If you are ready to be redeemed and be brought into God’s 
family, you can do so right now: Jesus, thank you that you willingly laid down your life for me 
and bought me with your blood on the cross.  I know that no one but you can do this.  Right now 
I want to receive your perfect life into mine.  Please redeem me and help me now to live in a way 
that pleases the Father from this day on. 
 
Next: The Restorer of Broken Walls 
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PRACTICE SESSION 7 
 

IN RUTH: JESUS IS OUR KINSMAN REDEEMER 
 

Foundation Verse 
Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has visited and redeemed his people – Luke 
1:68. 
 
1) What was God’s promise to Israel? 
________________________________________________________________ - Ezekiel 36:28. 
 
Chesed is the Hebrew word for loving kindness or mercy – meeting the deepest need for another 
based on commitment. 
 
2) How did God show chesed to the nation of Israel? 
__________________________________________________________________ - Exodus 6:6. 
 
3) How does Jesus show chesed to us? 
____________________________________________________________ - Colossians1:13-14. 
 
4) What is one reason why God sent Jesus to the world? 
________________________________________________________________ - Hebrews 2:17. 
 
5) How did Jesus redeem you? 
_______________________________________________________________ - 1 Peter 1:18-19. 
 
6) Why is Jesus able to redeem us? 
________________________________________________________________ - John 10:17-18. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still 
sinners – Romans 5:8. 
 
  



Who Is The Fourth Man? 36 

LESSON 8 
 

IN NEHEMIAH: HE IS THE RESTORER OF BROKEN WALLS 
 

Foundation Verse 
O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant – Nehemiah 1:11. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
Walls 
Jesus builds us up 
What does this all mean? 
 
Background 
Nehemiah was a Hebrew living in Persia (modern day Iran) in 445 BC when he heard a report 
that the Temple in Jerusalem was being reconstructed. He was distressed knowing the walls to 
protect the city had been torn down. The Temple and the walls had been destroyed by King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon (modern day Iraq) over a hundred years earlier.  Nehemiah asked 
God to use him to help save the city. God answered his prayer by softening the heart of the 
Persian king, Artaxerxes, who gave not only his blessing, but also supplies to be used in the 
project. Nehemiah was given permission by the king to return to Jerusalem, to begin repairing 
the walls. Despite opposition, the people in Jerusalem gave their money and time to complete the 
wall in 52 days. 
 

Who is the Fourth Man? He Is The Restorer of Broken Walls 
Bonus Question and Answer: How large was the city of Jerusalem and the wall around it?  
First, a bit of history.  Joshua and the nation of Israel crossed the Jordan River in approximately 
1,450 BC to begin taking the land of Canaan – the Promised Land - God had given the Israelites 
as their inheritance.  At that time Jerusalem was inhabited by Jebusites, a tribe of Canaanites.  
When King David completed the conquest of Jerusalem around 1,000 BC, and made it the 
capital of Israel, the city was about 12 acres in size (a little more than 9 football fields).  David’s 
son, King Solomon enlarged it to about 32 acres, and by 700 BC, during the reign of King 
Hezekiah, Jerusalem was approximately 135 acres.  The length of the walls around Jerusalem 
were approximately 2.5 miles; the average height was 40 feet; the average thickness was 16 feet.  
It was the east side of the wall, the most important and strategic side, that Nehemiah rebuilt.  It 
was a big job but illustrates two important points about God and His people. 
 
Question: Why was it important to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem? [Protection and 
God’s favor]. 
 
Protection 
Things are not going well for those who returned to the province of Judah. They are in 
great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem has been torn down, and the gates have 
been destroyed by fire - Nehemiah 1:3.  The people of Jerusalem were in danger of attacks 
from their enemies.  The wall protected them. 
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God’s Favor 
When our enemies and the surrounding nations heard about it, they were frightened and 
humiliated. They realized this work had been done with the help of our God – Nehemiah 
6:16. Every detail of the events leading up to the rebuilding the walls were orchestrated by God 
for His purposes.  It was a sign that God was with His people. 
 
The same God who was with Nehemiah and the people of Jerusalem in restoring the walls is also 
at work today in our lives – building us up and restoring us. 
 
Jesus Restores Broken Walls 
bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of evil behavior – 
Ephesians 4:31. 
Because of sin, our lives are broken.  The Bible says: He will wipe every tear from their eyes, 
and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone 
forever – Revelation 21:4. This passage in Revelation describes life the way it was always 
meant to be. Death, illness, anger, sorrow, and pain were never a part of God’s original plan for 
His creation.  But sin changed all that.  Our lives need mending – restoring us to a right 
relationship with God. 
 
Question: How does Jesus build us up today? [By protecting us and being with us].  Here are 
5 ways Jesus does this: 
 
By His Presence and His Power 
So now you Gentiles [non-Jewish people] are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are 
citizens along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of God’s family. 20 Together, 
we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the 
cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. 21 We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a 
holy temple for the Lord. 22 Through him you Gentiles are also being made part of this 
dwelling where God lives by his Spirit – Ephesians 2:19-22.  The Bible says that those who 
belong to Jesus are his house.  He lives in us!  You have the power of El Shaddai – God 
Almighty – within you to live according to the purpose for which He created you to do. 
 
By His Word 
All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach what is true and to make us realize 
what is wrong in our lives.  It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is 
right – 2 Timothy 3:16. Jesus is the Word of God.  The Bible says: In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and Word was God – John 1:1. Jesus  builds us up by 
His own words - teaching us what is right and correcting us when we go the wrong way. 
 
By His Church 
Our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he wants it – 1 
Corinthians 12:18.  The Church is the people who belong to God.  Jesus brings those who 
belong to Him together to help each other and encourage each other in godly living. 
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By His Protection 
Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on all of God’s armor so that you will 
be able to stand firm against all the strategies of the devil - Ephesians 6:10-11.  The Bible 
says that our enemy, the devil, Satan, will come against us but Jesus gives us all the protection 
we need to stand up to Him: truth, His own righteousness to live rightly, peace that comes from 
God, faith, and the Word of God. 
 
By His Mission 
Go and make disciples of all the nations baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit.  Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given 
you.  And be sure of this: I am with you always…Matthew 28:19-20.  Jesus Himself gives 
you the authority to pursue the highest purpose of life – to help teach other people how to follow 
Jesus – to be a disciple.  But before you can do that, you have to be a disciple of Jesus. 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had 
disappeared. And the sea was also gone. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband - 
Revelation 21:1-2. 
The day is coming when recorded history is over.  Jesus has built His church – His people – and 
has taken them to live with Him.  The Bible says: There is more than enough room in my 
Father’s home.  If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place 
for you?  When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with 
me where I am – John 14:2-3.  God will create a new heaven and a new earth. 
 
In the new heaven and new earth there is also the new Jerusalem.  The new Jerusalem is literally 
heaven on earth.  It is the place where God will dwell with His people forever.  Its big – the walls 
of the city are 1,400 miles long, wide, and high (Revelation 21:16); and bright – the city’s light is 
the glory of God (Revelation 21:23); and beautiful – the foundations of the city are every kind of 
precious stone (Revelation 21:19-20). 
 
Question: Who gets to live in the new Jerusalem? God the Father; Jesus – God the Son; and 
the Holy Spirit are there.  God’s holy angels are there.  But the city will be filled with God’s 
redeemed children.  The Bible says: only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book 
of Life – Revelation 21:27. 
 
If you believe that Jesus, the Son of God, died and rose to life, and have asked God to save you, 
your name is written in the book - you are a citizen of the New Jerusalem.  The Bible says: even 
though we were dead in our sins, he gave us life when he raise Christ from the dead (It is 
only by God’s grace that you have been saved).  For he raised us from the dead along with 
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ - 
Ephesians 2:6. The Bible also says: and we have a priceless inheritance – an inheritance that 
is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay - 1 
Peter 1:4. 
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If you have not yet trusted in Jesus as savior and are ready to become a citizen of the New 
Jerusalem, you can do so right now: Jesus, you said that anyone who is thirsty may come to me.  
Anyone who believes in me may come and drink. I believe that rivers of living water flow from 
you.  I am thirsty and want to drink.  Please save me by your grace that I may be raised and 
united with you and seated with you in the new Jerusalem.  Jesus come!  I want to receive the 
priceless inheritance kept for me. 
 
Next: Our Shepherd 
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PRACTICE SESSION 8 
 

IN NEHEMIAH: JESUS IS THE RESTORER OF BROKEN WALLS 
 

Foundation Verse 
O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant – Nehemiah 1:11. 
 
1) Why was Jerusalem in trouble? 
________________________________________________________________ - Nehemiah 1:3. 
 
2) Why did Nehemiah have success rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem? 
_______________________________________________________________ - Nehemiah 6:16. 
 
3) How does Jesus build you up? 
_____________________________________________________________ - Ephesians 2:19-22. 
 
_______________________________________________________________ - 2 Timothy 3:16. 
 
___________________________________________________________ - 1 Corinthians 12:18. 
 
_____________________________________________________________ - Ephesians 6:10-11. 
 
_____________________________________________________________ - Matthew 28:19-20. 
 
4) Who are citizens of heaven? 
______________________________________________________________ - Revelation 21:27. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
and we have a priceless inheritance – an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure 
and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay - 1 Peter 1:4. 
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LESSON 9 
 

IN PSALMS: HE IS OUR SHEPHERD 
 

Foundation Verse 
The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need – Psalm 23:1. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
The sheep 
The shepherd 
Jesus is The Good Shepherd 
What does all this mean? 
 
Background 
The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need. 2 He lets me rest in green meadows; he 
leads me beside peaceful streams. 3 He renews my strength. He guides me along right paths, 
bringing honor to his name. 4 Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be 
afraid, for you are close beside me. Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me – 
Psalm 23:1-4. 
 
The Sheep 
All of us, like sheep, have strayed away.  We have left God’s paths to follow our own… - 
Isaiah 53:6. 
 
In the 23rd Psalm, God uses sheep and their nature to describe us.  Sheep have a natural tendency 
to wander off and get lost.  When sheep stray, they are in danger.  Heavy rain rushing down 
valley walls may carry sheep away, robbers may steal them, wolves and other animals may 
attack them.  Sheep are basically helpless creatures who cannot survive long without a shepherd, 
upon whose care they are totally dependent upon. 
 
The Shepherd 
That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep 
– Luke 2:8. 
Snow in winter, dust and sand in the hot summer, long, lonely hours each day - these are what 
the shepherd endures for the welfare of the flock. What the sheep experience, the shepherds 
experience.  Young King David killed a lion and a bear while watching over his father’s flock as 
a boy.  In order to be good shepherds, they had to be willing to lay down their lives for the sheep. 
 

Who is the Fourth Man? He Is Our Shepherd 
The Lord is our Shepherd in two ways: As The Good Shepherd, He laid down His life for His 
sheep, and His sheep know His voice and follow Him. 
 
Jesus Lays Down His Life 
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep – John 10:11. 
Jesus gave His life on the cross as “the Good Shepherd” for his own. He who would save others, 
though He had the power, did not choose to save Himself.  The Bible says: For even the Son of 
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Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many – 
Matthew 20:28. Through His willing sacrifice of Himself, He gave His life to make salvation 
possible to all who come to Him on faith. 
 
Bonus Question and Answer: Jesus often times call Himself the Son of Man.  What does 
that mean? [He is both divine and he is human—two natures, one person].  He was a son of 
man, a human being.  And He is the Son of God – the second person of the Trinity – fully God. 
 
Son of Man is a phrase for human being.  He was born of a man. But He was claiming something 
else.  The Bible says: As my [Daniel] vision continued that night, I saw someone like a son of 
man coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient One and was led into 
his presence. 14 He was given authority, honor, and sovereignty over all the nations of the 
world, so that people of every race and nation and language would obey him. His rule is 
eternal—it will never end. His kingdom will never be destroyed – Daniel 7:13-14.  So "Son 
of Man" has a double meaning “of human being” and, according to Daniel 7, “eternal King.” 
And Jesus means to let us know He is both of those. 
 
His Voice 
“I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me – John 10:14. 
Jesus searches for us when we’re lost, to save us and to show us the way to eternal life.  The 
Bible says: For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost – Luke 19:10. 
 
He lets me rest in green meadows; he leads me beside peaceful streams. 3 He renews my 
strength.  He guides me along right paths, bringing honor to his name – Psalm 23:2-3. The 
shepherd leads his sheep.  The shepherd must lead his sheep because they cannot be driven. 
Instead, the sheep hear the voice of their shepherd and follow him. 
 
The Hebrew word translates the word “path” as “well-worn paths.”  When sheep wander onto a 
new path, they start to explore which often times leads to them getting lost or into trouble.  The 
Bible says: Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and 
blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to 
trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth – Ephesians 4:14. Know what God’s 
voice sounds like and follow Him. 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep - John 10:11. 
“I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11) is the fourth of seven “I AM” statements (lesson 2) Jesus 
makes about Himself.  He describes Himself as not only “the shepherd” but the “good shepherd.”  
 
The Bible says: So we must listen very carefully to the truth we have heard, or we may drift 
away from it – Hebrews 2:1.  It is our nature to drift away, reject God, and break His 
commandments. When we do this, we run the risk of getting lost, even forgetting the way back to 
God. 
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The Bible says: there is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death - 
Proverbs 14:12.  When we depart from biblical truth, we redefine marriage, gender, morality, 
and life itself. 
 
The Bible says: I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, 15 just as 
my Father knows me and I know the Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep. 16 I have 
other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. I must bring them also. They will listen to 
my voice, and there will be one flock with one shepherd – John 10:15-16. 
 
Jesus, The Good Shepherd, gave His life for you.  In return, have you given your life to Him?  
Are you one of His sheep?  If you want to be among The Shepherd’s flock, will you enter by The 
Gate who is Jesus The Good Shepherd?  You can right now if you hear His voice and want to 
follow Him: Jesus – I know I’m lost and on a wrong path.  Please come and find me.  To the left 
and right of me are thieves and robbers who want to steal, and kill, and destroy me.  I know You 
will lead me on the right path – the path of truth.  Right now I choose Your path.  I choose You.  
Jesus, you are The Gate and I want to enter the sheepfold and be saved and have a rich and 
satisfying life. 
 
Next: The Prince of Peace 
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PRACTICE SESSION 9 

 
IN PSALMS: JESUS IS OUR SHEPHERD 

 
Foundation Verse 

The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need – Psalm 23:1. 
 
How is Jesus our shepherd? 
1) ________________________________________________________________ - Psalm 23:1. 
 
2) ________________________________________________________________ - Psalm 23:2. 
 
3) ________________________________________________________________ - Psalm 23:3. 
 
4) ________________________________________________________________ - Psalm 23:4. 
 
5) How is Jesus The Good Shepherd? 
___________________________________________________________________ - John 10:11. 
 
6) Why is it important to follow Jesus’ voice? 
_________________________________________________________________ - Hebrews 2:1. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
Yes, I am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved. They will come and go 
freely and will find good pastures. The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My 
purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life – John 10:9-10. 
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LESSON 10 
 

IN ISAIAH: HE IS THE PRINCE OF PEACE 
 

Foundation Verse 
For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. 
And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 7 His government and its peace will never end.  He will rule with fairness and justice 
from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The passionate commitment of the 
Lord of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen!  Isaiah 9:6-7. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
Human origin 
Divine origin 
The King 
The Prince of Peace 
What does all this mean? 
 
Background 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time 
some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking,2 “Where is the newborn 
king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him – Matthew 
2:1-2. 
In Jewish tradition, names are carefully chosen and of great significance. It was no different in 
biblical times.  There was one baby whose arrival would be so extraordinary that astrologers saw 
the signs in the stars and came to worship. 
 
The prophet Isaiah calls this child, “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace” - Isaiah 9:6.  El-Gibbor is the Hebrew name for Mighty God.  Avi-ad is the 
Hebrew name for Eternal Father.  The Bible says: A remnant will return; yes, the remnant of 
Jacob will return to the Mighty God [El-Gibbor] – Isaiah 10:21.  Isaiah 9:6-7 explains that 
David’s descendant would be born of a woman, yet fully God.  Yet how could this King born of 
a woman be “Mighty God?”  There is only one person he could be. 
 

Who is the Fourth Man? He Is The Prince Of Peace 
 
Human Origin 
For a child is born to us, a son is given to us – Isaiah 9:6a 
Isaiah sees a son given by God and being born into the world and specifically into the Jewish 
world.  The word “given” indicates this is a unique gift of God.  The word for son in Isaiah 9:6 is 
the same word for son in Psalm 2:7-8: The king proclaims the Lord’s decree: “The Lord said 
to me, ‘You are my son.  Today I have become your Father. 8 Only ask, and I will give you 
the nations as your inheritance, the whole earth as your possession. 
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Divine Origin 
The government will rest on his shoulders.  And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace – Isaiah 9:6b. 
 
This son is given four names: 
 
1) Wonderful Counselor 
O Lord, I will honor and praise your name, for you are my God. You do such wonderful 
things! You planned them long ago, and now you have accomplished them – Isaiah 25:1. 
There are some words in Hebrew that are used only of God and never of men. One is “pele,” 
translated into English as “wonderful.” In English, “wonderful” may be applied many things, but 
in Hebrew it is reserved exclusively for God. 
 
2) Mighty God – El Gibbor 
A remnant will return; yes, the remnant of Jacob will return to the Mighty God – Isaiah 
10:21.  Obviously never used for just a man. 
 
3) Eternal Father – Avi-Ad 
Surely you are still our Father! Even if Abraham and Jacob would disown us, Lord, you 
would still be our Father. You are our Redeemer from ages past – Isaiah 63:16. The son 
who is to be born will be the source of eternal life. 
 
4) Prince of Peace 
Lord, you will grant us peace; all we have accomplished is really from you - Isaiah 26:12. 
This title “Prince of Peace” is the only one of the four names that can be used of both man and 
God. These four names are all used elsewhere in the Book of Isaiah and in each case they are 
used of God, never of man. 
 
The King 
His government and its peace will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the 
throne of his ancestor David for all eternity… – Isaiah 9:7. Isaiah 9:6 presents us with a child 
who is both God and man.  Isaiah 9:7 tells us this person is the Messiah of Israel – He will sit 
upon the throne of David.  The Bible says: I declare that the Lord will build a house for 
you—a dynasty of kings! 11 For when you die and join your ancestors, I will raise up one of 
your descendants, one of your sons, and I will make his kingdom strong. 12 He is the one 
who will build a house—a temple—for me. And I will secure his throne forever. 13 I will be 
his father, and he will be my son. I will never take my favor from him as I took it from the 
one who ruled before you. 14 I will confirm him as king over my house and my kingdom for 
all time, and his throne will be secure forever.’” – 1 Chronicles 17:10-14. 
 
We are told the Messiah will come from a family within the tribe of Judah (one of Jacob’s 12 
sons) – the family of David.  This automatically requires that the Messiah come prior to 70 A.D. 
since, in that year, all of Israel’s genealogical records were destroyed along with the Temple by 
the Romans. Within a few decades of 70 A.D., it was impossible to prove who was a son of 
David and who was not. 
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The Bible also tells us that there is one family who the Messiah will not come from: the family 
of Jehoiachin.  No descendant of Jeconiah will ever have the right to sit on the Throne of David. 
The Messiah therefore had to be born of a son of David but apart from Jehoiachin (also known as 
Jeconiah). 
 
The New Testament Scriptures record that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born to a 
virgin, his mother Mary.  The Gospel of Luke traces Jesus’ lineage from Mary back to Nathan, 
the son of King David, and therefore proves the legitimacy of Jesus’ claim to be Messiah. 
 
The Prince of Peace 
There are two different kinds of peace that Jesus our Messiah is the Prince of. The first kind of 
peace and by far the most important, occurred when the Messiah came 2000 years ago. This 
peace is peace between man and God. The Bible says: that God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation [peace] - 2 Corinthians 5:19. 
 
The second peace is the one most of the world is in search of now. Israel was looking for a 
Messiah who would deliver them from Roman military control. When Jesus claimed to be the 
Messiah and offered the first kind of peace but not the second He was rejected by many of the 
Jews. Many people did not understand at the time that first the Messiah would come to bring us 
an opportunity to be at peace with God and then return a second time to bring a ruling peace that 
only the King of all Kings will bring (lesson 20). 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly 
save us from God’s condemnation. 10 For since our friendship with God was restored by the 
death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life 
of his Son. 11 So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because 
our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God – Romans 5:9-11. 
 
Jesus, the Messiah, The Prince of Peace, born in Bethlehem, was sent to bring peace to the world 
by making peace between us and the Father.  The greatest hope you and I have for peace with 
God and with man is Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, which gives everlasting life and peace to 
all who believe in Him. 
 
Have you entered into a relationship with Jesus that reconciles – makes peace - between you and 
God the Father?  You can right now: Jesus – You are Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, and You are Who I want in my life.  I want to turn away 
from being God’s enemy.  Please make peace between me and the Father that I may experience 
the peace that goes beyond what I can understand.  Please be my Prince of Peace. 
 
Next: The Fourth Man 
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PRACTICE SESSION 10 

 
IN ISAIAH: JESUS IS THE PRINCE OF PEACE 

 
Foundation Verse 

For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. 
And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 7 His government and its peace will never end.  He will rule with fairness and justice 
from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The passionate commitment of the 
Lord of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen!  Isaiah 9:6-7 
 
 
1) How is this child in Isaiah 9:6-7 described? 
___________________________________________________________________ - Isaiah 25:1. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ - Isaiah 10:21. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ - Isaiah 63:16. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ - Isaiah 26:12. 
 
2) From what family line will this child descend from? 
____________________________________________________________________ - Isaiah 9:7. 
 
3) What did this Prince of Peace come to do? 
_______________________________________________________________ - Romans 5:9-11. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus – Philippians 4:7. 
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LESSON 11 
 

IN DANIEL: HE IS THE FOURTH MAN IN THE FURNACE 
 

Foundation Verse 
“Look!” Nebuchadnezzar shouted. “I see four men, unbound, walking around in the fire 
unharmed! And the fourth looks like a god! – Daniel 3:25. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
The world’s strategy 
The Fourth Man’s strategy 
3 - 4 - 3 
What does all this mean? 
 
Background 
A little history is in order to begin the story of the Fourth Man.  In 605 B.C. King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon (modern day near Baghdad, Iraq) invaded Jerusalem (the capital 
city of Judah, the southern kingdom of Israel).  Nebuchadnezzar then led some of the population 
of Jerusalem - leaving only the poorest behind - back to Babylon. This is known as the 
Babylonian Captivity in Israel’s history.  Judging from archeological records and biblical 
information it appears about 20,000 were taken into captivity. 
 
King Nebuchadnezzar ordered that some of the young men – the best of the best – to be trained 
to serve in the royal palace.  Four of these young men were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah – you know them better as Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  This Daniel is 
the same Daniel who went into the Lion’s Den. 
 
The captivity ended in 538 B.C. when Cyrus the Great of Persia (modern day Iran) conquered 
Babylon and allowed the Jews to return to the land of Israel.  There were several immigrations 
over a period of about 110 years back to Israel following Cyrus’ decree, however most remained 
in Babylon and became the ancestors of the Jewish Iraqi people.  It was in the 4th immigration in 
445 B.C. when Nehemiah returned to rebuild Jerusalem and the walls surrounding the city. 
 
Bonus Question and Answer: How long was the journey from Jerusalem to Babylon?  It 
took approximately 4 months to travel the 900 miles from Jerusalem to Babylon. 
 

Who is the Fourth Man? He Is The Fourth Man In The Furnace 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 
ourselves before you. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve 
is able to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. 18 But even if he 
doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods 
or worship the gold statue you have set up – Daniel 3:16-18. 
 
King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold statue ninety feet tall and set it up in the Province of Babylon 
where everyone could see it.  At the unveiling an announcement came that whenever the 
symphony played, anyone of any race, nation or language – in short, everyone - must bow down 
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to and worship the statue.  Anyone who refused would immediately be thrown into the blazing 
furnace. 
 
But Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (hereafter in this lesson known as “the boys”) refused to 
bow down and worship the statue.  So Nebuchadnezzar became furious and ordered the boys 
thrown into the fire.  The Bible says: Suddenly, Nebuchadnezzar exclaimed to his advisors: 
Didn’t we tie up three men and throw them into the furnace?” “Yes, Your Majesty, we 
certainly did,” they replied. 25 “Look!” Nebuchadnezzar shouted. “I see four men, 
unbound, walking around in the fire unharmed! And the fourth looks like a god!” – Daniel 
3:24-25.  Nebuchadnezzar was the king of this world.  But he was about to be introduced the 
Fourth Man!  And Nebuchadnezzar’s world was about to change. 
 
The World’s Strategy 
The World is anywhere the God of the Bible’s words and ways are not followed.  And the world 
has a strategy: separate, confuse, re-image. 
 
Separate 
bring to the palace some of the young men of Judah’s royal family and other noble families, 
who had been brought to Babylon as captives – Daniel 1:3. 
Daniel and the boys were swept up in an invasion and taken to a foreign land separating them 
from the support and protection of their family, their friends, and Nebuchadnezzar thought, their 
God. 
 
Confuse 
People of all races and nations and languages, listen to the king’s command! 5 When you 
hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes, and other musical instruments, 
bow to the ground to worship King Nebuchadnezzar’s gold statue. 6 Anyone who refuses to 
obey will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace – Daniel 3:4-6. 
Those in Babylon were trapped into hearing the blare of the noise around them which creates an 
atmosphere of confusion.  We are first introduced to Babylon in Genesis 11 when the people 
there began building the Tower of Babel – which means confusion.  Throughout the Bible 
Babylon has always been the symbol of this world. 
 
Re-image 
They were to be trained for three years, and then they would enter the royal service. 6 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were four of the young men chosen, all from the 
tribe of Judah. 7 The chief of staff renamed them with these Babylonian names: Daniel was 
called Belteshazzar. Hananiah was called Shadrach. Mishael was called Meshach. Azariah 
was called Abednego – Daniel 1:5-7. 
The Babylonians first began to re-image Daniel and the boys by changing their names.  It was 
the first step toward getting them to forget who they were, forget their God, and conform them 
into their image. 
 
Separation, confusion, and re-imaging is the world’s strategy to get people to look away from the 
Lord – to worship anything or anyone but God, be immersed in the noise of confusion, and 
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forget who they are and Whose they are. But…there is a strategy stronger than the world’s 
strategy.  It’s the Fourth Man strategy. 
 
The Fourth Man Strategy 
Look!” Nebuchadnezzar shouted. “I see four men, unbound, walking around in the fire 
unharmed! And the fourth looks like a god!” – Daniel 3: 25. 
 
3 - 4 - 3 
Who was the fourth man?  I believe this is Jesus the Christ who stepped down into His creation, 
walked into the furnace – or however he got in there - and stood there with the boys.  It’s 
interesting to note that Jesus only appears one place in this story.  He’s in the furnace waiting for 
the boys.  Outside the furnace there were three.  Inside there were four.  And on the outside, 
when the boys stepped out of the furnace unharmed, there only three.  Jesus was never seen 
outside the furnace but only inside, at the very moment he was needed the most. 
 
Jesus has His own strategy for helping those who believe in Him and are united with Him stand 
strong against the world’s strategy: unite, understand, re-new. 
 
Unite 
God has united you with Christ Jesus. For our benefit God made him to be wisdom itself. 
Christ made us right with God; he made us pure and holy, and he freed us from sin – 1 
Corinthians 1:30. 
It's important for those united in Jesus to meet together regularly with others who are united in 
Jesus.  This is the church.  However imperfect the church may be, it is God’s chosen venue for 
His followers to unite together to help each other live in purity and holiness. 
 
Understanding 
To those who listen to my teaching, more understanding will be given, and they will have 
an abundance of knowledge – Matthew 13:12. 
In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which Nebuchadnezzar questioned them, he 
found Daniel and the boys ten times better than all the advisors in his whole kingdom.  The Bible 
says: Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true knowledge – Proverbs 1:7.  Daniel and the 
boys feared only the Lord – not even the threat of death could sway them.  Listen to Jesus’ 
teaching and you will understand what is true and not true, so you will not be confused. 
 
Renew 
For God wanted them to know that the riches and glory of Christ are for you Gentiles, too. 
And this is the secret: Christ lives in you. This gives you assurance of sharing his glory – 
Colossians 1:27. 
Perhaps you’ve read or heard the Prayer of Saint Patrick (c. 390-461 AD): “Christ with me, 
Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ on 
my right, Christ on my left, Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down, Christ when I arise, 
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me, Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks 
of me, Christ in every eye that sees me, Christ in every ear that hears me.” 
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Christianity is summarized in this: Christ in you!  No other religious movement or philosophy 
implies the living presence of its founder in his followers. Muhammad does not indwell 
followers of Islam. Buddha does not inhabit his followers.  But as Christ is in you, little by little 
a new you emerges – you are renewed.  Because of Christ in you, you can stand up to the world 
that is against you. And just like the boys in the fire, He will never leave you. 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find 
pasture. 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come 
that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly – John 10:9-10 (New 
King James Version). 
Christ in you.  The characteristic of a Christ follower – a disciple – is that he has been made 
good by Jesus Christ Himself: Jesus Christ came to put into any man who would let Him a new 
heredity… Jesus says - “If you are My disciple you must be right not only in your living, but in 
your motives, in your dreams, in the recesses of your mind.” You must be so pure in your 
motives that God Almighty can see nothing to censure [condemn or criticize]. Who can stand in 
the Eternal Light of God and have nothing for God to censure? Only the Son of God, and Jesus 
Christ claims that by His Redemption, He can put into any man His own disposition, and make 
him as unsullied and as simple as a child. The purity which God demands is impossible unless I 
can be remade within, and that is what Jesus has undertaken to do by His Redemption – Oswald 
Chambers. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar saw the Fourth Man in the fire.  The Hebrew number four (4) is Dalet which 
means door.  Jesus is the Door.  He is the way to the Father and the way out of the world.  Is 
Christ in you?  Have you allowed Jesus to open the door of your heart and come in and give you 
His own goodness?  If you have not opened the door yet, you can right now: Jesus – I want to be 
your disciple – to follow you – but I know I cannot be your disciple unless you first remake me 
on the inside with your own rightness.  I know that I am not clean on the inside because of my 
sin – please unite me with You and put into me your own goodness and purity and holiness.  
 
Next: The Messiah 
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PRACTICE SESSION 11 
 

IN DANIEL: JESUS IS THE FOURTH MAN IN THE FURNACE 
 

Foundation Verse 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 
ourselves before you. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve 
is able to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. 18 But even if he 
doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods 
or worship the gold statue you have set up – Daniel 3:16-18. 
 
1) The world – anywhere God’s ways and words are not followed – has a strategy.  Match the 
verse with the strategy: 
 
1) Separate  _____ 
2) Confuse  _____ 
3) Re-Image  _____ 
 
a) Daniel 1:3 
b) Daniel 1:5-7  
c) Daniel 3:4-6 
 
2) Jesus – The Fourth Man – has a strategy to help you stand up against the world’s strategy. 
Match the verse with the strategy: 
 
1) Unite  _____ 
2) Understand  _____ 
3) Re-New  _____ 
 
a) Matthew 13:12 
b) Colossians 1:27 
c) 1 Corinthians 1:30 
 
Good Words To Remember 
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ 
above me, Christ on my right, Christ on my left, Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down, 
Christ when I arise, Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me, Christ in the mouth of 
everyone who speaks of me, Christ in every eye that sees me, Christ in every ear that hears me – 
Saint Patrick. 
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LESSON 12 
 

IN MATTHEW: HE IS THE MESSIAH 
 

Foundation Verse 
The woman said, “I know the Messiah is coming—the one who is called Christ. When he 
comes, he will explain everything to us. 26 Then Jesus told her, “I am the Messiah! – John 
4:25-26. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
The office of Messiah 
The Messiah’s ID 
What are the odds 
What did Jesus say? 
The Resurrection 
What does all this mean? 
 
Background: The Office of Messiah 
A messiah is a savior or liberator of a group or people.  The original word for Messiah means to 
anoint for an office of authority. 
 
According to the Jewish faith, The Messiah or “anointed one,” is a descendent of King David.  
He will unite all of Israel, rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem, and bring in the Messianic Age – 
global universal peace. 
 
In Islam, Jesus was a prophet and the Messiah sent to the Israelites, and will return to Earth at the 
end of times, along with the Mahdi – the “guided one” who will rule for a period of years - and 
then defeat the false Messiah. 
 
In Christianity, The Messiah or “Christ,” is Jesus, God the Son.  Christians believe that the 
prophecies in the Old Testament about who the Messiah is or will be fulfilled in the person of 
Jesus Christ, and that He will fulfill the rest of the prophecies when He comes again. 
 
So, who really is the Messiah?  Where is he from?  What would he do?  Has he come or is he yet 
to come?  And how can we know? 
 
The Messiah’s ID 
Twins Reiner and Dagmar were born in Germany and adopted as infants by a United States 
Army chaplain, and were re-named Jeff and Jan.  When Jeff died at age 38, leaving Jan knowing 
of no other living relative other than her niece and nephew, Jeff and his wife’s two children.  But 
one day, almost 20 years later after Jeff’s death, Jan received a letter from a brother she did not 
know she had, informing her that her birth parents in Germany were living and wished to meet 
her.  So Jan began communicating with them, and at age 58, met her birth parents for the first 
time.  The details of how Jan’s brother found her are amazing. 
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With that story in mind, imagine trying to find any one person who could be anywhere in the 
world, at any time in history. 
 
Question: What would you need to begin finding that person? [Clues].  In the story of Jeff 
and Jan, their brother contacted the orphanage from where they were adopted who had 
information about their adoptive parents, and the search began. 
 
The good news about the Messiah is that we have clues.  The Bible tells us the Messiah’s “ID” - 
His place of birth, His ancestry, the time frame of his arrival and other clues. These clues help us 
to know who the Messiah is and recognize those who claim to be but are not the Messiah. 
 

Who is the Fourth Man? He Is The Messiah 
 
Here are just a few prophecies about the Messiah: 
 

• The Messiah would be from the tribe of Judah – Genesis 49:10 
• The prophet Micah wrote that Bethlehem of Judea is the birthplace of The Messiah – 

Micah 5:2 – c. 700 BC 
• The prophet Isaiah said that The Messiah would be born of a virgin – Isaiah 7:14 – c. 700 

B.C. 
• It was written that the second temple built in Jerusalem (the first was destroyed by 

Nebuchadnezzar in 605 B.C.) would be standing while the Messiah was on earth – 
Malachi 3:1 – c. 425 B.C.  This temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. and has never be 
rebuilt.  So the Messiah would have to have come before 70 A.D. 

• It was written the Messiah's hands and feet would be pierced – Psalm 22:16 – c. 1,000 
B.C. - a clear reference to his death by crucifixion – 800 years before the Romans used 
crucifixion as a form of death. 

• The Messiah would suffer, be put to death, be buried in a rich man’s tomb, and rise from 
the dead and save many from their sins – Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

 
Let’s look a bit more closely at just one prophecy: 
 
Messiah’s Birthplace 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of Judah.  
Yet a ruler of Israel, whose origins are in the distant past, will come from you on my behalf 
- Micah 5:2. 
Out of the hundreds of nations and thousands of cities all over the world even in those days, 
Bethlehem of Judea is the birthplace of the Messiah.  The odds of any one person fulfilling that 
prophecy is 1:280,000. 
 
The Messiah’s Birthplace Prophecy Fulfilled in Jesus  
Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time 
some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking,2 “Where is the newborn 
king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.”  3 King 
Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem. 4 He called 
a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, “Where is the 
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Messiah supposed to be born?” 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the 
prophet wrote: 6 ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are not least among the 
ruling cities of Judah, for a ruler will come from you who will be the shepherd for my 
people Israel - Matthew 2:1-6. 
 
Bonus Question and Answer: Where is Bethlehem?  The city of Bethlehem is about 5 miles 
south Jerusalem.  This same city of Bethlehem was David’s birthplace, where he grew into a 
young man and was anointed as king of Israel by the prophet Samuel.  In Hebrew, Beth-lehem is 
two words: Beth which means “house” and lehem which means “bread.”  So Bethlehem means 
house of bread.  It is also known as Beit-Lahm: “house of flesh.” 
 
The Bible says: I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry again 
Jesus – John 6:35. The Bible also says: The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to 
a son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’) – Isaiah 7:14. 
 
Isn’t it interesting that Jesus – The Bread of Life, and Immanuel – God with us – in the flesh - 
was born in Bethlehem, named the House of Bread and House of Flesh.  And isn’t it interesting 
that the Messiah would come from Bethlehem.  What are the odds?  And…isn’t it interesting to 
note that time is divided into two periods: B.C. - Before Christ and A.D. (Anno Domini) - After 
Christ. 
 
It was mentioned earlier that the odds of Jesus fulfilling the prophecy of the Messiah being born 
in Bethlehem is 1:280,000.  The book: Science Speaks (written in 1958 by Peter Stoner and 
Robert C. Newman) says that the probability of one man fulfilling just 8 of 60 major prophecies 
about the Messiah – recorded hundreds or thousands of years before Christ was born, and are 
historically verified – is a big number: 1:10,000,000,000,000,000 (17 zeros).  To put it simply: it 
virtually rules out any other person than Jesus being the Messiah.  But is there any other 
evidence?  Yes!  And it’s the biggest and most important piece of evidence of all. 
 
What Did Jesus Say? 
Then Jesus told her, “I am the Messiah! – John 4:26. 
Jesus told the woman at the well that he was the Messiah! Jesus also said He was The Messiah in 
front of the High Priest and Jewish High Council the night of his arrest and trial: Then the high 
priest stood up before the others and asked Jesus, “Well, aren’t you going to answer these 
charges? What do you have to say for yourself?” 61 But Jesus was silent and made no reply. 
Then the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One? 62 Jesus 
said, “I am – Mark 14:60-62. 
 
Jesus saying that He is The Messiah doesn’t prove anything one way or the other.  Others have 
claimed to be the Messiah but all those men died.  And Jesus died as well, but Jesus was 
resurrected. 
 
The Resurrection 
Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. 4 He was buried, and he was raised 
from the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said - 1 Corinthians 15:3-4. 
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His resurrection is the most important and convincing evidence that Jesus is who He says He is: 
The Messiah, The Son of God as predicted by the Scriptures. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus is well within the realm of possibility.  The Bible gives a number of 
accounts of people coming back to life – so why not Jesus as well?  But Jesus didn’t just come 
back to life, He predicted His own resurrection!  The resurrection is the most verifiable event in 
human history. 
 
For thousands of years, people have tried to explain away the resurrection as though it never 
happened or that it could be explained another way.  But do any of the explanations make sense? 
 
The Roman authorities stole the body of Jesus from the tomb.  If then, the authorities had Jesus’ 
body, why didn’t they produce it when the word spread that Jesus was risen? 
 
Or maybe the disciples stole Jesus’ body from the tomb. But for three days after Jesus’ arrest and 
crucifixion, they were hiding in a room cowering for fear they may be arrested and killed next.  
But after the resurrection, to a man, they were emboldened enough to die for following Jesus.  
Would men do that if they knew Jesus’ resurrection was a lie? 
 
Perhaps Jesus never died; perhaps he just fainted on the cross and revived in the tomb. But Jesus 
had been beaten to the point of death before his crucifixion.  On the cross the Roman soldiers 
pierced Jesus’ side, which would have most certainly killed him.  There was a contingent of 
Roman soldiers guarding the tomb as well and a stone was rolled into place in front of the 
entrance.  Could Jesus revive in the tomb, unbind himself from 75-100 pounds of cloth and 
spices wrapped around him, roll away a 2-ton stone set in a channel in front of the tomb and 
escape? 
 
Or was it all a hallucination? Perhaps one person could say he or she saw Him.  But Jesus 
appeared to 500 eyewitnesses at one time after His resurrection.  And, unlike hallucinations, 
these appearances of the resurrected Jesus stopped as suddenly as they started, 40 days after the 
resurrection had taken place. 
 
Or was He resurrected as He said He would? 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
I am the true bread that came down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will not die 
as your ancestors did (even though they ate the manna) but will live forever – John 6:58. 
Those who believe in Jesus as The Messiah – the Christ – the Anointed One – God the Son – 
have their lives transformed.  Because Jesus has the authority as God the Son to forgive sins and 
make us right with God the Father, He brings peace and purpose into our lives. 
 
The evidence has been presented.  Do you believe that Jesus is the Messiah as predicted by the 
Scriptures?  That He is Immanuel – God with us in the flesh?  That He is the Bread of life who 
came from the city of Bethlehem – the house of bread? 
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If you believe that Jesus is The Messiah and have not yet invited Him into your life so that one 
day, even though you die, you will live forever, you can right now: Jesus, I believe that you are 
The Messiah, the Son of God, The Good Shepherd who has come into the world to seek and to 
save the lost.  I confess to You that I have sinned and that I am lost and without you in my life I 
will stay lost.  Good Shepherd, will you come and find me and take me into Your flock and into 
Your sheepfold? And then help me live my life worthy of the One Who gave His life for me? 
 
Next: Our Servant 
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PRACTICE SESSION 12 
 

IN MATTHEW: JESUS IS THE MESSIAH 
 

Foundation Verse 
Then the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One? 62 Jesus 
said, “I am – Mark 14:61-62. 
 
1) What do these prophecies say about the Messiah? 
________________________________________________________________ - Genesis 49:10. 
___________________________________________________________________ - Isaiah 7:14. 
___________________________________________________________________ - Micah 5:2. 
_________________________________________________________________ - Psalm 22:16. 
____________________________________________________________ - Isaiah 52:13-53:12. 
 
 
2) What did Jesus say about Himself? 
____________________________________________________________________ - John 4:26. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
Jesus replied, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry again – 
John 6:35. 
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LESSON 13 
 

IN MARK: HE IS OUR SERVANT 
 

Foundation Verse 
The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many – Mark 10:45. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
Jesus taught 
Jesus healed 
Jesus prayed 
Jesu saved 
What does all this mean? 
 

Who is the Fourth Man? He Is Our Servant 
Look at my servant, whom I strengthen. He is my chosen one, who pleases me. I have put 
my Spirit upon him.  He will bring justice to the nations. 2 He will not shout or raise his 
voice in public. 3 He will not crush the weakest reed or put out a flickering candle. He will 
bring justice to all who have been wronged. 4 He will not falter or lose heart until justice 
prevails throughout the earth. Even distant lands beyond the sea will wait for his 
instruction.” 5 God, the Lord, created the heavens and stretched them out. He created the 
earth and everything in it. He gives breath to everyone, life to everyone who walks the 
earth. And it is he who says, 6 “I, the Lord, have called you to demonstrate my 
righteousness. I will take you by the hand and guard you, and I will give you to my people, 
Israel, as a symbol of my covenant with them. And you will be a light to guide the nations. 7 

You will open the eyes of the blind. You will free the captives from prison, releasing those 
who sit in dark dungeons – Isaiah 42:1-7. 
 
Question: Win this passage, what are examples of how Jesus was and is a servant? 
[Demonstrates righteousness, bring justice, guide nations, free captives from sin]. 
 
Jesus Taught How To Lead 
So Jesus called them [His disciples] together and said, “You know that the rulers in this 
world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. 43 

But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your 
servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of everyone else. 45 

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a 
ransom for many – Mark 10:42-45. 
 
Question: What did Jesus say a leader should be? [A servant]. 
 
Jesus Taught 
The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous rules endures forever – 
Psalm 119:160.  Jesus taught wherever He went.  Because Jesus only spoke the words His 
Father gave Him, He taught the very words of God, which are true.  Jesus said: I am the way, 
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the truth and the life… - John 14:6.  Jesus knows that we may not always understand on our 
own what is right and true, but we have His own words to teach us so we may know what is right 
and true. 
 
Question: What is the most important truth that Jesus taught? [Love God and love your 
neighbor].  Jesus said: The most important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O Israel! The 
Lord our God is the one and only Lord. 30 and you must love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.’ 31 The second is equally 
important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ No other commandment is greater than these 
– Mark 12:29-31. 
 
Question: How can you love God? [With your whole life].  Your faith is revealed by what you 
do, and your love for Him is revealed by your love for others.  Your love for God has to be with 
your whole life, an exclusive commitment to God.  It has to impact your communities.  
Practically speaking, what you do on the internet has to be as pure as your Bible reading.  The 
way you speak to your parents and friends needs to be as respectful as the way you speak to a 
pastor.  God centered thoughts then influence how you spend your money, how you dress, how 
you drive, what you do for entertainment, how you treat others, what you text.  If it helps, 
reserve a place for Jesus at your lunch table at school, in the car on a date, the dinner table at 
home, or next to you at a business meeting.  Put Saint Patrick’s prayer (lesson 11) into action: 
Christ with me.  So the way you love God is by loving others.  For if you love God most, you 
will love others best. 
 
Jesus Healed 
After Jesus left the synagogue with James and John, they went to Simon and Andrew’s 
home. 30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law was sick in bed with a high fever. They told Jesus 
about her right away. 31 So he went to her bedside, took her by the hand, and helped her sit 
up. Then the fever left her, and she prepared a meal for them. 32 That evening after sunset, 
many sick and demon-possessed people were brought to Jesus. 33 The whole town gathered 
at the door to watch. 34 So Jesus healed many people who were sick with various diseases, 
and he cast out many demons. But because the demons knew who he was, he did not allow 
them to speak – 1:29-34. 
 
Jesus Prays 
Please take this cup of suffering away from me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine – 
Mark 12:36. 
Jesus prayed the greatest prayer ever prayed: Not my will, but yours [The Father’s] be done. 
 
Jesus Saves 
My servant grew up in the Lord’s presence like a tender green shoot, like a root in dry 
ground. There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his appearance, nothing to attract 
us to him. 3 He was despised and rejected - a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief.  
We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not 
care.  4 Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. 
And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins! 5 

But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins.  He was beaten so we could be 
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whole.  He was whipped so we could be healed. 6 All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. 
We have left God’s paths to follow our own.  Yet the Lord laid on him the sins of us all. 7 

He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word.  He was led like a lamb to 
the slaughter.  And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 8 

Unjustly condemned, he was led away. No one cared that he died without descendants, that 
his life was cut short in midstream. But he was struck down for the rebellion of my people. 
9 He had done no wrong and had never deceived anyone.  But he was buried like a 
criminal; he was put in a rich man’s grave. 10 But it was the Lord’s good plan to crush him 
and cause him grief.  Yet when his life is made an offering for sin, he will have many 
descendants.  He will enjoy a long life, and the Lord’s good plan will prosper in his hands.11 

When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish, he will be satisfied. And because of 
his experience, my righteous servant will make it possible for many to be counted 
righteous, for he will bear all their sins. 12 I will give him the honors of a victorious soldier, 
because he exposed himself to death. He was counted among the rebels. He bore the sins of 
many and interceded for rebels – Isaiah 53:2-11. 
 
What does all this mean? 
Therefore he is able, once and forever, to save those who come to God through him. He 
lives forever to intercede with God on their behalf – Hebrews 7:25. 
When Jesus died on the cross and His work to provide salvation was completed, He did not go to 
heaven and go on holiday from shepherding His people. 
 
The Bible says: Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was 
raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading for 
us - Romans 8:34.  No, He continues to serve us by praying for us (lesson 3). His care for those 
who are His will never be finished. 
 
You stand before God as if you were Christ because Christ stood before God as if He were 
you – Charles Spurgeon.  Because Jesus paid for your sins in full, God always sees you as 
perfect.  Have you received this Servant into your life so that one day when you stand before the 
Father, He will see you as He sees Jesus - blameless, without sin - because of what Jesus has 
done for you? 
 
You can receive Jesus right now if you hear Him telling you it’s time: Jesus, I believe you are 
God the Son, and that you willingly came to be born as a human and become a servant.  Thank 
you for humbling yourself in obedience to God the Father and dying on the cross for me and for 
all people. Right now I want to confess my sins to you and ask you to forgive me.  I give my life 
to you – please make enter into my life and make me more and more like you. 
 
Next: Our Deliverer 
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PRACTICE SESSION 13 
 

IN MARK: JESUS IS OUR SERVANT 
 

Foundation Verse 
The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many – Mark 10:45. 
 
Read Isaiah 42:7 
 
1) What are examples of how Jesus was and is a servant? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2) What did Jesus say a leader should be? 
_______________________________________________________________ - Mark 10:42-45. 
 
3) What did Jesus say is the greatest commandment? 
_______________________________________________________________ - Mark 12:29-31. 
 
4) What are ways you can love God? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5) What are ways you can love others? 
________________________________________________________________ - Philiipians 2:4. 
 
Read Isaiah 53:2-11 
 
6) What was Jesus’ greatest act of being a servant? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ – Mark 10:45. 
 
7) Pick one way you can serve others.  How will you do that this week and beyond? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Good Words To Remember 
Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant – Mark 10:43. 
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LESSON 14 
 

IN LUKE: HE IS OUR DELIVERER 
 

Foundation Verse 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the 
oppressed will be set free – Luke 4:18. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
Mary Did You Know 
Jesus delivers from sin 
Jesus makes you new 
Jesus delivers from illness 
Jesus delivers the captives 
Jesus delivers from trails and temptation 
Jesus delivers from persecution 
What does all this mean? 
 
Background 
On August 25, 2017 Hurricane Harvey hit the Texas, USA coast.  The storm devastated the city 
of Houston with thousand needing rescue from the flood waters.  One particular group called the 
“Cajun Navy” from Louisiana, a neighboring state of TX, came in high-clearance pickup trucks 
and boats ready to help search and rescue efforts alongside first responders who were deluged 
with thousands of calls from across the region.  Multiple teams acted behind the scenes using 
social media to relay requests for rescue to those boaters who could perform the rescue - more 
than 5,000 in the aftermath of the storm. 
 
As great as the stories of rescue are that came out of Hurricane Harvey, there is no greater 
rescuer and deliverer than Jesus Christ, The Messiah Who is Our Deliverer. 
 

Who is the Fourth Man? He Is Our Deliverer 
The night Jesus was born, the angel announced this truth to a bunch of lowly shepherds in 
the field: I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the 
Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! – Luke 2:10-11. 
 
The Savior, the Messiah, the Lord has been born.  Jesus was born to rescue, to save, to deliver.  
The words below are the lyrics to the song: Mary Did You Know written by Mark Lowry in 
1984, and express perfectly how Jesus, The Messiah, is our deliverer. 
 
Mary did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water? 
Mary did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters? 
Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new? 
This child that you've delivered, will soon deliver you 
Mary did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man? 
Mary did you know that your baby boy will calm a storm with his hand? 
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Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod? 
When you kiss your little baby, you kiss the face of God 
The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again 
The lame will leap, the dumb will speak, the praises of the lamb 
 
Jesus delivers from sin 
Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! - John 1:29. 
 
The sin of the world is why Jesus came.  Outside of Christ, sin is our master.  We are sin’s slave 
and we have no power on our own to break its hold on us.  But at just the right time, while were 
still sinners, God sent Jesus to us, to deliver us from sin.  And when Jesus rose from the grave, 
sin and death lost their power forever.  If Christ is in you, sin is no longer your master, and you 
are no longer sin’s slave.  You have been set delivered from the power of sin. This is the good 
news of Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus Makes You New 
This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is 
gone; a new life has begun - 2 Corinthians 5:17. 
When Christ comes into your life, you are re-born, and created new.  You are not just set right, 
you are given a new heart.  Although you are the same person, Jesus is changing your character 
and your conduct.  The Bible says once you were God’s enemy (Romans 5:8-11) and offended 
Him.  But He reconciled – made right – you to Himself through Jesus.  Jesus knew no sin but He 
was made sin – not made a sinner – but sin, and then a sacrifice for sin.  And the reason for all 
this is so that you might be delivered from sin and given Jesus’ own righteousness.   
 
Jesus Delivers From Illness 
So I will prove to you that the Son of Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then 
Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and go home!” 25 

And immediately, as everyone watched, the man jumped up, picked up his mat, and went 
home praising God. 26 Everyone was gripped with great wonder and awe, and they praised 
God, exclaiming, “We have seen amazing things today!” - Luke 5:24-26. 
Jesus knows your needs. And He is able to heal illness completely.  The blind will see, the deaf 
will hear, the dead will live again. The lame will leap, the dumb will speak, the praises of the 
lamb. 
 
Jesus Delivers Captives 
Around midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other 
prisoners were listening. 26 Suddenly, there was a massive earthquake, and the prison was 
shaken to its foundations. All the doors immediately flew open, and the chains of every 
prisoner fell off! – Luke 16:25-26. 
Jesus literally broke Paul and Silas out of jail.  You don’t have to be locked in chains to be in 
bondage.  There are many different kinds of chains – physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual. 
But there is no bond so strong that Jesus cannot break it for you.  Jesus says: The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set 
free – Luke 4:18. 



Who Is The Fourth Man? 66 

 
Jesus Delivers From Trials and Temptations 
But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say, ‘People do not live by bread alone.’” – Luke 
4:4. 
Jesus depended on God’s word to be delivered from trials and temptation.  He conquered 
temptation not for Himself only but also for us.  The word of God is a sword, and faith in that 
word is a shield.  There is evil in this world that means to harm you.  People will tempt you to 
join them in wrong-doing.  But Jesus is more than able to deliver you from trial and temptation. 
 
Jesus Delivers From Persecution 
The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. “He saved others,” they said, “let him save 
himself if he is really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” – Luke 23:35. 
The Gospel – the good news – of Jesus Christ brings extreme responses.  Some people hear the 
good news and receive it with joy and others come back with rejection, hate, and even physical 
persecution.  Many who are in Christ around the world experience it daily.  Some of you hearing 
this lesson today have experienced persecution.  You may face rejection, being made fun of or 
even worse because of your faith.  But Jesus is able to deliver you from it by giving you the 
strength to endure but also bring praise to His Name in the midst of it. 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the Son also became 
flesh and blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he break 
the power of the devil, who had the power of death – Hebrews 2:14. 
In June and July of 2018, twelve members of the Thai junior soccer (football) team and their 
assistant coach were exploring a cave system in Thailand.  After they went into the cave heavy 
rain began to fall and partially flooded the cave, and trapped the boys and their coach inside.  
After 9 days all of the boys and their coach were rescued. 
 
The rescue effort involved more than 10,000 people – including over 100 divers, representatives 
from nearly 100 governmental agencies, 900 police officers, 2,000 soldiers.  The rescue required 
ten police helicopters, seven police ambulances, more than 700 diving cylinders, and pumping 
more than a billion liters (over 264 million gallons) of water out of the caves. 
 
The rescue of these boys and their coach is an amazing story but Jesus went through far more 
than the entire international rescue team to deliver you from the power of sin and death.  Jesus 
left the glory – the full presence of God - of heaven and entered into this broken and sometimes 
dangerous world to save those who are perishing.  He willingly gave His life to save yours. 
 
Jesus is able to deliver you from all that we’ve talked about in this lesson.  However, remember 
that God may choose to leave some things in your life.  God uses trials and difficulties to 
strengthen and perfect your faith.  Sometimes he delivers us from circumstances and never 
allows them to enter our lives – the storm never happens.  Sometimes Jesus delivers us out of a 
circumstance - being trapped.  And sometimes, Jesus rescues us thoroughly by bringing us to 
Him in heaven. 
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One thing is certain: Because Jesus willingly stepped into His creation to deliver us from sin’s 
power, no longer do we need to fear death. Those who are in Christ are saved from an eternity 
apart from God.  Jesus said: I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see 
the Kingdom of God – John 3:3. 
 
From birth we are trapped in sin’s cave (Psalm 51:5).  Our rescue is not only physical but a 
change made in our heart by the power of the Holy Spirit.  It means something is done in us, and 
for us, which we cannot do for ourselves.  Jesus, the Messiah, the Savior, our Deliverer, was 
born so that you may be born again. Have you allowed Jesus to deliver you from your old life 
and receive the new life that only He came to give? You can right now: Jesus, I believe you are 
the Messiah, the deliverer from sin in my life.  I recognize I am trapped in sin’s cave with no 
hope of rescue by anyone but you.  I want to be rescued out of the cave.  Please bring me out of 
the power of sin that keeps me captive and change my heart.  Please make me into a new creation 
so that I am in Christ. 
 
Next: The Son of God 
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PRACTICE SESSION 14 
 

IN LUKE: JESUS IS OUR DELIVERER 
 

Foundation Verse 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the 
oppressed will be set free – Luke 4:18. 
 
1)Why did Jesus come? 
____________________________________________________________________ - John 1:29. 
 
2) What did Jesus come to do? 
____________________________________________________________ - 2 Corinthians 5:17. 
 
3) What is Jesus able to deliver you from? 
_________________________________________________________________ - Luke 5:24-26. 
___________________________________________________________________ - Luke 4:18. 
____________________________________________________________________ - Luke 4:4. 
__________________________________________________________________ - Luke 23:35. 
 
4) Why was Jesus born as a man? 
________________________________________________________________ - Hebrews 2:14. 
 
5) What does Jesus say must happen to see the Kingdom of God? 
_____________________________________________________________________ - John 3:3. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, 
the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! – Luke 2:10-11. 
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LESSON 15 
 

IN JOHN: HE IS THE SON OF GOD 
 

Foundation Verse 
But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God 
– John 1:12. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
Jesus is God and man 
Jesus is our sacrifice 
What does all this mean? 
 
Background 
Seven hundred years before the birth of Jesus, the prophet Isaiah spoke about the coming of 
God's Son: For a child is born to us, a son is given to us.  The government will rest on his 
shoulders.  And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace – Isaiah 9:6.  When an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph and announced the 
birth of Jesus was coming: …she [Mary] will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus 
[The Lord saves], for he will save his people from their sins - Matthew 1:20-21, this fulfilled 
Isaiah’s prophecy: Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and 
will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’) – Isaiah 7:14.  Jesus: God with us. 
The Lord saves.  This is his identity, who He is.  God came in the flesh to dwell with men. 
 
But Jesus knew there were questions about who He was.  He asked His disciples: Who do 
people say that I am? - Matthew 16:12. The answers varied, as they do today.  Then Jesus 
asked Peter asked a direct question: Who do you say that I am? - Matthew 16:15. 
 
Jesus.  God with us.  The Lord saves.  Every person must answer the question Jesus asked Peter: 
Who do you say that I am? 
 

Who is the Fourth Man? He Is The Son of God 
For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body – Colossians 2:9. 
The Bible is clear about who Jesus is. 
 
Question: Why is Jesus’ identity so important?  Jesus claimed to be the Son of God.  What He 
claims is either true or false. If what He claims is true, then He is Who He says He is, and his 
claim demands an answer. 
 
Jesus is fully God and fully man.  He was a man but did not have a sin nature as men do.  The 
Bible says: Jesus faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin – Hebrews 4:15.  
 
When Adam sinned, sin entered the world.  Adam’s sinful nature has been transferred to every 
baby born into the world except for Jesus.  The Bible says: So the Word became human and 
made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen 
his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son – John 1:14. 
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Because Jesus did not have an earthly or human father he did receive a sin nature. He and his 
Father’s nature are the same. 
 
Our Sacrifice 
Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins – Hebrews 9:14. 
Jesus had to meet all of God’s requirements before He could be an acceptable sacrifice for our 
sin.  He had to fulfill over 300 prophecies about the Messiah that God, through His prophets had 
foretold (lesson 12). 
 
Since sin entered the world the only way to be made right with God has been by the blood of an 
innocent sacrifice.  The Bible says: He [Moses] said to Aaron, “Take a young bull for a sin 
offering and a ram for a burnt offering, both without defects, and present them to the Lord 
– Leviticus 9:2.  Jesus was the final, perfect sacrifice that forever satisfied God’s anger against 
sin.  The Bible says: For by that one offering he forever made perfect those who are being 
made holy – Hebrews 10:14. As God, Jesus could redeem all of men.  As a human, his body 
could shed the blood that was necessary to redeem. 
 
No other person could meet the requirements to become the sacrifice for all of man.  The Bible 
says: He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not only our sins but the sins 
of all the world – 1 John 2:2. If Jesus were merely a good man as some claim, then He was 
sinful, just like everyone else, and was not perfect. In that case, His death and resurrection would 
have no power to save anyone. But because Jesus was God in person, He alone could pay the 
debt we owed to God. 
 
In John 1:1, John describes Jesus as: “The Word who was God.”  Then John says: The Word 
became human.  Between those two statements, John says: He came into the very world he 
created, but the world didn’t recognize him – John 1:10.  If the Word was God, and the Word 
became human, the God became human and that is who Jesus is – God in person, God in Christ. 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
Philip [Jesus’ disciple] said, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus 
replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t know who I am? 
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father! So why are you asking me to show him to 
you? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words I 
speak are not my own, but my Father who lives in me does his work through me. – John 
14:8-10. 
 
C.S. Lewis, who wrote the Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe said this: I am trying here to 
prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: I’m ready to 
accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. That is the one thing 
we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not 
be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who says he 
is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either 
this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him 
up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him 
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Lord and God, but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human 
teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to. 
 
Jesus did not claim to be great teacher although He was.  Jesus claimed to be the Son of God.  He 
asked Peter: Who do you say that I am?  And Peter responded: You are the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God – Matthew 16:16.  And Jesus said he was right. 
 
The Bible says: to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become 
children of God – John 1:12.  Who do you say Jesus is?  Are you Philip, who questioned who 
Jesus was after walking closely with Him for 3 years, or are you Peter, who confessed Jesus as 
Messiah and Lord. 
 
If you believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, have you received Him into your life?  You 
can right now: Lord I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God who has come into the 
world.  Right now I want to accept you into my life and become your child. 
 
Next: The Indwelling Holy Spirit 
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PRACTICE SESSION 15 
 

IN JOHN: JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD 
 

Foundation Verse 
But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God 
– John 1:12. 
 
1) What does the name Immanuel mean? 
___________________________________________________________________ - Isaiah 7:14. 
 
2) What does the name Jesus mean? 
______________________________________________________________ - Matthew 1:20-21. 
 
3) What does Scripture say about Jesus? 
____________________________________________________________________ - John 1:14. 
________________________________________________________________ - Colossians 2:9. 
___________________________________________________________________ - 1 John 2:2. 
 
4) What did Jesus ask Peter? 
_______________________________________________________________ - Matthew 16:15. 
_______________________________________________________________ - Matthew 16:16. 
 
5) Who do you say Jesus is? 
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have life by the 
power of his name – John 20:31. 
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LESSON 16 
 

IN ACTS: HE IS THE SPIRIT WHO DWELLS WITHIN HIS PEOPLE 
 

Foundation Verse 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth – Acts 1:8. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
The Holy Spirit 
The Holy Spirit in your life 
The gifts of The Spirit 
What does all this mean? 
 
Background 
Just before Moses died, and Joshua was about to lead the nation of Israel across the Jordan River 
and into the Promised Land, Moses reminded the Israelites: God will neither fail you nor 
abandon you – Deuteronomy 31:6. 
 
John the Baptist said: I baptize with water those who repent of their sins and turn to God. 
But someone is coming soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m not 
worthy even to be his slave and carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire - Matthew 3:11. 
 
Jesus told His disciples: I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who 
will never leave you. 17 He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth – John 14:16-17. 
 
After Jesus’ resurrection and ten days after Jesus was taken into heaven in the sight of His 
apostles, the Bible says: On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in 
one place.2 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty 
windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like flames 
or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present was filled 
with the Holy Spirit – Acts 2:1-4. 
 
While the believers gathered together were trying to understand what happened, Peter stood us 
and shouted to the crowd: God raised Jesus from the dead, and we are all witnesses of this. 33 

Now he is exalted to the place of highest honor in heaven, at God’s right hand. And the 
Father, as he had promised, gave him the Holy Spirit to pour out upon us, just as you see 
and hear today - Acts 2:32-33. 
 
Bonus Question and Answer: What is Pentecost? It is the day the Holy Spirit came as 
promised, baptizing the believers into Christ and giving them power to be His witnesses: you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, 
telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth – Acts 1:8. 
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Who is the Fourth Man? He Is The Indwelling Holy Spirit 

The Bible says that those who receive Jesus Christ into their lives have the Holy Spirit living 
within them.  God takes up permanent residence in you.  When you receive Christ as your 
personal savior, the Holy Spirit gives you God’s life – eternal life – and dwells within you: he 
saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He 
washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit - Titus 
3:5. 
 
The apostle Paul wrote: Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself – 1 
Corinthians 6:19. 
 
Paul says you are the temple of the Holy Spirit.  The word used for temple describes the Holy of 
Holies – the innermost part of the Old Testament tabernacle (tent).  God’s presence would come 
in a cloud and meet with the High Priest in the Holy of Holies once a year.  On that day – called 
the Day of Atonement – the High Priest brought the blood of a sacrificed animal and sprinkled it 
on the seat of the Ark of the Covenant [where God’s presence would descend upon] and God 
would give forgiveness to the priest and the people. 
 
Today, at this writing, there is no temple standing in Jerusalem, and there are no animal 
sacrifices.  The believer in Christ is now the innermost place of the Holy Spirit, as those who 
have received Christ have been forgiven by Jesus’ sacrifice of Himself on the cross where His 
blood was shed for the forgiveness of sins.  Your body is now the place where the Holy Spirit 
dwells. 
 
The Holy Spirit in Your Life 
1) The Holy Spirit comes into a dead soul and quickens or creates new life.  Jesus said to 
Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish High Council who came to visit Jesus: no one can enter 
the Kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit.  6 Humans can reproduce 
only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life – Acts 3:5-6. 
 
2) The Holy Spirit confirms that you belong to God: you received God’s Spirit when he 
adopted you as his own children.  Now we call him, “Abba, Father.” 16 For his Spirit joins 
with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children – Romans 8:15-16. 
 
3) The Holy Spirit brings you into the Church (those who have received Jesus into their life): we 
have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit – 1 
Corinthians 12:13. 
 
4) The Holy Spirit gives gifts.  The gifts are given by the Spirit to enable believers to do what 
God has called them to do.  The Bible says: It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all 
these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have – 1 Corinthians 12:11. 
 
Here’s a brief list (not full) and description of the Gifts of The Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:8-10): 
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• Wisdom: ability to make decisions and give guidance according to God’s will 
• Knowledge: understanding of a spiritual issue or situation 
• Faith: being able to trust God and encourage others to trust Him no matter the 

circumstances 
• Healing: ability to use God’s healing power for the sick, injured, or suffering 
• Miracles: ability to perform signs and wonders to give authenticity to God’s word and the 

Gospel 
• Prophecy: ability to proclaim a message from God 
• Discernment: ability to determine whether a message, person, or event is from God 
• Tongues: ability to speak in a language you do not have knowledge of in order to 

communicate with someone who speaks that language.  Can be a private prayer language. 
• Interpreting Tongues: ability to translate the language and communicate it to others 
• Administration: ability to organize in accordance with God’s principles 
• Helps: desire and ability to help others to get a task accomplished 

 
Similar gifts are also listed in Ephesians 4:11-13 and Romans 12:3-8. 
 
5) The Holy Spirit helps you understand God’s Word and live it: And we have received God’s 
Spirit (not the world’s spirit), so we can know the wonderful things God has freely given us 
– 1 Corinthians 2:12. 
 
6) The Holy Spirit intercedes - acts as an intermediary between you and God: And the Holy 
Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to pray 
for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. 27 

And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads 
for us believers[a] in harmony with God’s own will – Romans 8:25-27. 
 
7) The Holy Spirit produces the fruits of the Spirit in your life: the Holy Spirit produces this 
kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 

gentleness, and self-control – Galatians 5:22-23. 
 
8) The Holy Spirit convicts you of sin: if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness - 1 John 1:9. 
 
9) The Holy Spirit seals your inheritance: The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us 
the inheritance he promised and that he has purchased us to be his own people. He did this 
so we would praise and glorify him – Ephesians 1:14. 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
For everything comes from him and exists by his power and is intended for his glory. All 
glory to him forever! Amen – Romans 11:36. Everything exists for God’s purposes and His 
glory – including you! 
 
Bonus Question and Answer: What is God’s glory? Defining God’s glory is sort of like 
defining beauty.  Beauty is hard to describe because it means different things to different people.  
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God’s beauty – His glory - is the way He puts His holiness – His one-of-a-kindness - on display 
for people to understand.  It is His full presence. 
 
The Bible says: we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we 
can do the good things he planned for us long ago – Ephesians 2:10. 
 
God wants to take up permanent residence in you so you can do the things He created you to do.  
Do you know that there is no one on this earth who can do the things God created you to do?  
But He cannot do that if the Spirit is not in you. When you accept Christ as your Savior the Holy 
Spirit takes up residence in your heart, and gives you a new life to serve Him as He made you to 
do. 
 
Have you received Jesus into your life so that the Holy Spirit may live in you?  You can right 
now if you’re ready.  The Bible says: If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is by believing in 
your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that 
you are saved – Romans 10:9-10. 
 
Jesus – I say to you now and to myself that You are my Lord.  I give my life to you.  Please take 
my dead-soul life away and make me right with God.  Create in me a new Spirit-filled life that is 
the temple of God, so that He may dwell within me, and that I will life this new life for His 
purposes and His glory. 
 
Next: The Righteousness of God 
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PRACTICE SESSION 16 
 

IN ACTS: HE IS THE SPIRIT WHO DWELLS IN YOUR LIFE 
 

Foundation Verse 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, 
telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth – Acts 1:8. 
 
1) What did God promise and Jesus fulfill? 
____________________________________________________________________ - Acts 2:32. 
 
2) What happens when you receive Jesus into your life? 
____________________________________________________________________ - Titus 3:5. 
 
3) Who does Paul say you are? 
____________________________________________________________ - 1 Corinthians 6:19. 
 
4) What does the Holy Spirit do? 
___________________________________________________________________ - Acts 3:5-6. 
_____________________________________________________________ - Galatians 5:22-23. 
___________________________________________________________________ - 1 John 1:9. 
_______________________________________________________________ - Ephesians 1:14. 
 
5) What are some of these Gifts of the Spirit? 
__________________________________________________________ - 1 Corinthians 12:8-10. 
 
6) Why are you, you? 
_______________________________________________________________ - Ephesians 2:10. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
For everything comes from him and exists by his power and is intended for his glory. All 
glory to him forever! Amen – Romans 11:36. 
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LESSON 17 
 

IN ROMANS: HE IS THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD 
 

Foundation Verse 
For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, 
saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile. 17 This Good News tells us 
how God makes us right in his sight. This is accomplished from start to finish by faith. As 
the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has life – Romans 1:16-17. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
Zacchaeus 
The righteousness of God 
Religion vs Christianity 
What does all this mean? 
 
Background 
Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. 2 There was a man there named 
Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax collector in the region, and he had become very rich. 3 He 
tried to get a look at Jesus, but he was too short to see over the crowd. 4  So he ran ahead 
and climbed a sycamore-fig tree beside the road, for Jesus was going to pass that way. 
5 When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by name. “Zacchaeus!” 
he said. “Quick, come down! I must be a guest in your home today.” 
6 Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in great excitement and joy. 
7 But the people were displeased. “He has gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner,” they 
grumbled. 
8 Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “I will give half my wealth to the 
poor, Lord, and if I have cheated people on their taxes, I will give them back four times as 
much!” 
9 Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to this home today, for this man has shown himself 
to be a true son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man[a] came to seek and save those who are 
lost” – Luke 19:1-10. 
 
Zacchaeus was a Jew, living in Jericho in Israel and had become very wealthy.  The reason he 
was wealthy was that he collected taxes for the Romans.  At that time, the Roman Empire 
occupied Israel.  Rome allowed Israel to worship their God as long as they obeyed Roman rule, 
paid their taxes, and kept peaceful.  So here is one of their own, Zacchaeus, collecting heavy 
taxes for the Romans, cheating and stealing along the way.  He would say to his neighbors, “You 
owe me $2,” when in reality they only owed $1.  He would then pass $1 on to the Roman 
government and keep the extra $1 for himself. So Zacchaeus got rich at his neighbors’ expense.  
And the people of Jericho hated him. 
 
The story of Zacchaeus leads us into the righteousness of God. 
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Who is the Fourth Man? He is The Righteousness of God 
 
Question: What is the righteousness of God? 
 
The Bible says: Righteousness is a gift from God to those who believe in Him and receive Him.  
The Bible says: God has shown us a way to be made right with him without keeping the 
requirements of the law, as was promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long 
ago. 22 We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for 
everyone who believes, no matter who we are - Romans 3:21-22. 
 
The righteousness of God is who He is, and what He has done.  Who God is, is not transferable 
to you and me.  You cannot become God.  However, what He has done is transferable to you and 
me.  It is an act of God which declares us righteous. 
 
Question: What is religion?  Religion is a person’s attempt to please God - to put him or herself 
in right standing with God.  Christianity is not a religion.  It is a relationship with Jesus Christ.  
This is why the gospel – the good news of Jesus Christ – alone has the power to save you.  You 
have no righteousness of your own.  God, through Jesus, has provided righteousness for you.  
And it is a gift to anyone who will take it.  This fact makes Christianity different from religion. 
 
A religion’s success depends on man's ability to become righteous – right with God – by what he 
does.  And every religion has failed because it cannot be done. 
 
Question: So how does God declare us righteous?  [On the basis of what Jesus Christ did at 
the cross].  Those who receive Jesus into their lives are absolutely righteous because Christ gives 
them His own righteousness.  It’s not yours, it’s His.  When Christ give you His own 
righteousness, God sees you clothed in the same righteousness of Jesus Christ, because Jesus 
clothes you in it.  What Charles Spurgeon said bears repeating (lesson 13): You stand before 
God as if you were Christ because Christ stood before God as if He were you. 
 
How can Jesus clothe you in His righteousness?  The Bible says: When he [God] sees all that is 
accomplished by his [Jesus’] anguish, he will be satisfied.  And because of his experience, 
my righteous servant will make it possible for many to be counted righteous, for he will 
bear all their sins - Isaiah 53:11.  Because Jesus – the righteous servant - does not have to die 
for His own sin; therefore, He substituted His life for us, paid for our sins and now declares us 
righteous.  And He gives His own righteousness as a gift to any who will receive it. 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
Zacchaeus was a sinner who met Jesus and was declared in right standing with God.  He did 
nothing on his own to make himself right with God.  But Jesus clothed him with His own 
righteousness and declared Zacchaeus right with God!  This is the good news of the gospel. 
 
The Bible says: all have sinned and fall short of God’s glorious standard” - Romans 3:23. 
Zacchaeus stole, cheated, and lied.  He was a sinner and he knew it.  He knew he had to get to 
Jesus but he was separated from Jesus by the crowds with no way to get to him.  And Jesus was 
about to pass him by.  So he climbed into a tree – his first act of faith: Please Jesus, help me.  



Who Is The Fourth Man? 80 

You’re the only one who can.  The Bible says: God saved you by his grace when you believed. 
And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the 
good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it – Ephesians 2:8-9. 
 
The good news for Zacchaeus is that Jesus was already on his way to find him: Jesus looked up 
at Zacchaeus and called him by name! – Luke 19:5. The Bible says: For the Son of Man 
came to seek and save those who are lost – Luke 19:10. Jesus came to find Zacchaeus and 
bring him down from the tree. 
 
The Bible says: If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved – Romans 10:9. 
 
Question: Did Zacchaeus declare and believe?  The Bible says: Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood 
before the Lord and said, “I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I have 
cheated people on their taxes I will give them back four times as much! – Luke 19:8. 
 
Question: And what was Jesus’ response?  The Bible says: Salvation has come to this home 
today – Luke 19:9. Jesus accepted and confirmed Zacchaeus’ confession of faith and at that 
moment was declared right with God. 
 
Zacchaeus’ story is your story and mine.  We are sinners separated from God by our sin with no 
way to get to Him.  But Jesus is on His way to find you and call you by name.  And if you’re 
willing to go with Him, He will clothe you with His own right standing with God. 
 
Are you ready to go with Jesus?  You can right now: Jesus, I confess that am like Zacchaeus.  I 
have hurt you and others by my sin.  And I am lost and separated from you.  Please rescue me.  I 
declare that I have turned away from my old life and want the new life only you can give me.  
Please clothe me with your own righteousness. 
 
Next: The Unsearchable Riches of Christ 
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PRACTICE SESSION 17 
 

IN ROMANS: JESUS IS THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD 
 

Foundation Verse 
For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, 
saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile. 17 This Good News tells us 
how God makes us right in his sight. This is accomplished from start to finish by faith. As 
the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has life – Romans 1:16-17. 
 
 
1) What is the good news of Jesus Christ? 
_______________________________________________________________ - Romans 1:16. 
 
2) How does God make us right in His sight? 
_______________________________________________________________ - Romans 1:17. 
 
3) What is righteousness? 
_______________________________________________________________ - Romans 3:21. 
 
4) Why is Jesus able to clothe you in His own righteousness? 
________________________________________________________________ - Isaiah 53:11. 
 
5) What was Zacchaeus’ first act of faith in Jesus? 
__________________________________________________________________ - Luke 19:4. 
 
6) How did Zacchaeus display that he was clothed with righteousness? 
__________________________________________________________________ - Luke 19:8. 
 
7) How did Jesus confirm Zacchaeus’ faith? 
__________________________________________________________________ - Luke 19:9. 
 
8) How can you know that Jesus wants to have a relationship with you? 
__________________________________________________________________ - Luke 19:5. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost – Luke 19:10. 
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LESSON 18 
 

IN EPHESIANS: HE IS THE UNSERACHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST 
 

Foundation Verse 
To me, the least of all the saints, is given this grace, to preach among the Gentiles, the 
unsearchable riches of Christ - Ephesians 3:8. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
The unsearchable riches of Christ 
What does all this mean? 
 
Background 
King Solomon had no equal on the earth at his time.  The Bible says: King Solomon was 
greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the earth. The whole world sought 
audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in his heart – 1 Kings 10:23-24.  
Yet Solomon’s riches were not inexhaustible. And Solomon’s riches were only treasures for this 
world. The riches of Christ are inexhaustible, they are unsearchable, and they are forever. 
 

Who is the Fourth Man? He is The Unsearchable Riches of Christ 
The Greek word for “unsearchable” is translated “boundless.”  Endless.  Immeasurable.  In other 
words, there are no limits to the riches found in Jesus Christ.  The Bible says: in Christ lives all 
the fullness of God in a human body - Colossians 2:9 and in him lie hidden all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge - Colossians 2:3. These riches include those you can see and cannot 
see. 
 
Question: Where are gems normally found? [Under the earth’s surface].  During creation 
gems were formed below the surface of the ground.  Below the earth’s surface, rocks and soil are 
the “unseen world” or passageways through which gems must pass through to be brought to the 
surface or the “seen world.”  Under the earth you can’t see them but you know they are there.  
And it’s not until you start looking and digging for them, that you find them.  And so it is with 
the riches of Christ. 
 
The Bible says: indeed, if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, 4 and if 
you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, 5 then you will 
understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. 6 For the Lord gives 
wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 7 He holds success in store 
for the upright, he is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, 8 for he guards the course of 
the just and protects the way of his faithful ones. 9 Then you will understand what is right 
and just and fair—every good path – Proverbs 2: 3-9. 
 
Question: In the passage just read, how do you find the riches of Christ? [By going on a 
treasure hunt]. 
 
Question: If you could choose just one, which one would you choose? [The good news is that 
to all who are found in Christ, to all the riches belong]. 
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The riches of God are spiritual riches with eternal benefits, and we will never be able to plumb or 
measure the depth of Christ.  The Bible says: He is so rich in kindness and grace that he 
purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins. 8 He has showered 
his kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding. 9 God has now revealed to us 
his mysterious will regarding Christ—which is to fulfill his own good plan. 10 And this is 
the plan: At the right time he will bring everything together under the authority of 
Christ—everything in heaven and on earth. 11 Furthermore, because we are united with 
Christ, we have received an inheritance from God, for he chose us in advance, and he 
makes everything work out according to his plan. 12 God’s purpose was that we Jews who 
were the first to trust in Christ would bring praise and glory to God. 13 And now you 
Gentiles [non-Jews] have also heard the truth, the Good News that God saves you. And 
when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, 
whom he promised long ago. 14 The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the 
inheritance he promised and that he has purchased us to be his own people. He did this so 
we would praise and glorify him – Ephesians 1:7-14. 
 
Question: What does the Bible says are some of the riches of God? [Kindness, Grace, 
Forgiveness, Wisdom, Understanding, An inheritance, Good news]. 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
The greatest of the unsearchable riches is to be found in Christ – for Christ to be in you, that you 
may be found right in the sight of God because Jesus clothes you in His own righteousness 
(lesson 17).  The Bible says: I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s 
home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God 
himself will be with them. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no 
more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever – Revelation 
21:3-4.  Jesus Christ will put an end to all suffering, sickness, and death.  But greater than all 
this, those in Christ will see the face of God for the first time and be with Him forever 
(Revelation 22:4). 
 
In His great riches, Jesus can forgive us and transform our lives. The Bible says: And so, dear 
brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done 
for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is 
truly the way to worship him. 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let 
God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn 
to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect - Romans 12:1-2. 
 
Have you allowed Jesus into your life – to receive forgiveness of your sins and be transformed 
into a new person?  You can right now: Jesus – I believe that you are God the Son, the 
unsearchable riches of Christ.  Please forgive me of my sins and transform me into a new person 
so that I may worship you with the way I live. 
 
Next: The God Who Supplies All Our Needs 
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PRACTICE SESSION 18 
 

IN EPHESIANS: HE IS THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST 
 

Foundation Verse 
Though I am the least deserving of all God’s people, he graciously gave me the privilege of 
telling the Gentiles about the endless treasures available to them in Christ - Ephesians 3:8. 
 
1) What does the Bible say lives in Christ? 
________________________________________________________________ - Colossians 2:9. 
 
2) What does the Bible say lies in Christ? 
________________________________________________________________ - Colossians 2:3. 
 
Read Proverbs 2:3-9. 
 
3) What does the Bible say about finding the treasures of God? 
_______________________________________________________________ - Proverbs 2: 3-4. 
 
4) In this passage, which treasure is the most valuable to you? 
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Read Ephesians 1:7-14. 
 
5) What does this passage say are some of the riches of God? 
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
 
6) What is God’s promise to you? 
____________________________________________________________________ - John 3:16. 
 
7) As a result of the John 3:16 promise, what will you be able to experience? 
_____________________________________________________________ - Revelation 21:3-4. 
 
Good Words To Remember 
In Christ lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge - Colossians 2:3. 
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LESSON 19 
 

IN PHILIPPIANS: HE IS THE GOD WHO SUPPLIES ALL OUR NEEDS 
 

Foundation Verse 
And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious 
riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus – Philippians 4:19. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
Needs and wants 
George Müller 
Physical provision 
Spiritual provision 
What does all this mean? 
 

Who is the Fourth Man? He Is The God Who Supplies All Our Needs 
God is a Father.  He’s a good Father.  And He wants to give His children good gifts (lesson 18).   
 
Bonus Question and Answer: If God gives good things (and He does) why does He allow 
bad things to happen?  I’m going to give a very brief answer here.  At first it might seem that 
since God created all things, then evil must have been created by God.  However, evil is not a 
thing like a rock – it doesn’t exist on its own.  Evil is the absence of good.  Everything that God 
created was good (Genesis 1). One of the good things God gives to people is the gift of choice 
and the freedom to choose good.  In order for us to have real choice, God had to allow something 
besides good to choose from. So, God allowed both man – the physical realm - and angels - the 
spiritual realm - to choose good or to reject good.  So in creating good, God allowed the 
possibility of evil. 
 
If God had not allowed for the possibility of evil, both mankind and angels would be serving 
God out of obligation, not choice. If there were no choice, there would be no love.  God is love 
so love exists, and love is a choice.  God does not want “robots” that simply do what He wants 
them to do because of their “programming.” God allows for the possibility of evil so that we can 
choose whether or not we want to love and serve Him. And sometimes, people make choices that 
hurt others.  The good news is that God can and does take the bad things that happen and bring 
good out of them.  Because God is infinite, and man is finite, our limited understanding of God 
and His purposes do not allow us to always see the good. 
 
Needs and Wants 
Question: What needs do you have?  What are wants you have? 
 
The Bible says: Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you your heart’s desires. - Psalm 
37:4. Another way to say this is: You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 
your soul, and all your mind’ – Jesus - Matthew 22:37.  The reason those who delight 
themselves in the Lord receive the desires of their heart is not just because one causes the other, 
but because one shapes the other. Delighting in God determines and shapes the kinds of desires 
that we have in our heart. 
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God differentiates between our needs and our wants.  God promises to meet our needs as we are 
faithful to Him.  But God also knows our wants dominate our thoughts.  The Bible says: Do not 
store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths 
and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also - Matthew 6:19-21. What God wants us to know is 
that this world is not our home and that part of what we need is to shift our focus to the eternal 
life while still living this one. 
 
Question: So how to do we shift our focus to the life to come while in this present life? [Set 
you heart on the things above].  The Bible says: Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, 
set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your 
minds on things above, not on earthly things – Colossians 3:1-2. 
 
George Müller 
The Müllers took in their first group of thirty girls in 1836, and their orphanage grew to over a 
hundred. From the first George remained resolved never to ask for funds from people or to 
borrow money. He went to God alone for every need, trusting only in the Lord’s faithfulness and 
provision.  And so the great experiment began. 
 
The first orphanage was rented.  The Müllers dreamed of building an orphanage on its own 
grounds with every advantage for the children.  It took 18 months to accumulate the initial 
amount of money he needed to realize that dream.  Throughout that 18 months George counted 
the times when he prayed and recorded the funds as they trickled in. Each donation - God’s 
answer to his prayer - rather than going to people and asking for money - encouraged him to 
continue.  Eventually he built five homes, costing more than $100,000 to build, which is over 
$14,000,000 in today’s money. 
 
Almost two hundred years later, the George Müller Charitable Trust in Bristol, England still 
operates today and continues to stand in George’s commitment to seek money only through 
prayer. Tens of thousands - orphans and other needy children, families and the elderly—have 
been helped.  
 
George Müller learned that as God is unsearchable – boundless – immeasurable – so are the 
ways He can provide for your needs.  The Bible says: Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we can ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work 
within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
for ever and ever! Amen - Ephesians 3:20-21. 
 
Physical Provision 
God meets our needs physically.  Jesus said that God provides for the needs of the flowers of the 
field and the birds of the air, and people are more valuable than flowers and birds.  Jesus said: 
Don’t worry.  God knows what you need so we shouldn’t be so concerned with chasing after 
“things.”  The Bible says: But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well – Matthew 6:33. 
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Spiritual Provision 
God provides for our spiritual needs: peace, comfort in days of trouble, love, and contentment: 
 
I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the 
world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid – John 14:27. 
 
He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, 
we will be able to give them the same comfort God has given us - 2 Corinthians 1:4. 
 
For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline 
– 2 Timothy 1:7. 
 
I know what it is to be in need and what it is to have more than enough. I have learned this 
secret, so that anywhere, at any time, I am content, whether I am full or hungry, whether I 
have too much or too little – Philippians 4:12. 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
Jesus taught that no one can truly love God, or delight in Him if he does not receive Jesus, God 
the Son, sent into the world by The Father. 
 
The Bible says: You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have 
eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to 
me to have life – John 5:39-40.  Jesus is saying that it is not enough to know about Him.  You 
must know Him.  And the only way to know Jesus is to receive Him into your life.  Do you know 
Jesus, God the Son, who says: Delight in me that you may have the desires of your heart?  You 
can right now: Jesus, your word says: Whoever has the Son has life and whoever does not have 
the Son of God does not have life.  Jesus, right now, I choose life.  I choose You.  Please come 
into my life so that I may know You, and that I may say: I delight in You, and You are my 
heart’s desire. 
 
Next: The King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
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PRACTICE SESSION 19 
 

IN PHILIPPIANS: HE IS THE GOD WHO SUPPLIES ALL OUR NEEDS 
 

Foundation Verse 
And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious 
riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus – Philippians 4:19. 
 
1) What are some good things that God has given to you? 
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
 
2) Why is it hard sometimes to understand why God allows bad things to happen? 
_________________________________________________________________ - Isaiah 55:8-9. 
 
3) How do we know God promises to meet our needs? 
________________________________________________________________ - Matthew 6:33. 
 
4) How do we set our mind on things above and not on earthly things? 
________________________________________________________________ - Matthew 6:33. 
 
5) What is God able to do in our lives? 
_______________________________________________________________ - Ephesians 3:20. 
 
6) What are ways God provides our spiritual needs: 
___________________________________________________________________ - John 14:27. 
_____________________________________________________________ - 2 Corinthians 1:4. 
________________________________________________________________ - 2 Timothy 1:7. 
______________________________________________________________ - Philippians 4:12. 
 
Good Words to Remember 
Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things – Colossians 3:2. 
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LESSON 20 
 

IN REVELATION: HE IS THE KING OF KINGS AND THE LORDS OF LORDS 
 

Foundation Verse 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to 
come, the Almighty – Revelation 1:8. 
 
What’s In This Lesson 
King of kings 
Lord of lords 
There is none like you 
The God of the Old Testament and The New Testament 
What does all this mean? 
 

Who is the Fourth Man? He is The King of Kings And The Lord of Lords 
 
King of Kings 
The Bible says: God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords,16 

who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can 
see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen – 1 Timothy 6:15-16.  The Bible proclaims 
Jesus is God and of greater power than any other ruler. 
 
Lord of Lords 
The Bible says: For the LORD your God is the God of gods and Lord of lords. He is the 
great God, the mighty and awesome God, who shows no partiality and cannot be bribed - 
Deuteronomy 10:17. No other compares to Him. 
 
There Is None Like You 
“Do it [take the plague of frogs away] tomorrow,” Pharaoh said. “All right,” Moses replied, 
“it will be as you have said. Then you will know that there is no one like the LORD our 
God - Exodus 8:10. 
 
I [God] will give you [Solomon] what you asked for! I will give you a wise and 
understanding heart such as no one else has had or ever will have - 1 Kings 3:12. Who 
but God could bestow wisdom and understanding above all others?  There is none like you Lord! 
 
Lord, there is no one like you! For you are great, and your name is full of power. 7 Who 
would not fear you, O King of nations? That title belongs to you alone! Among all the wise 
people of the earth and in all the kingdoms of the world, there is no one like you – Jeremiah 
10:6-7. 
 
How great you are, O Sovereign LORD! There is no one like you - 2 Samuel 7:22 
 
Among the gods there is none like you, Lord; no deeds can compare with yours. 9 All the 
nations you have made will come and worship before you, Lord; they will bring glory to 
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your name. 10 For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are God - Psalm 
86:8-10.  Among the gods there is none like you.  There are man-made gods by office, such as 
kings and rulers, but they are not the Almighty God who gave them their office.  There are also 
gods by superstition – idols - but they cannot hear or speak.  What have these false gods of wood 
or stone ever made? What miracles have they done? When did they divide a sea (Exodus 14:20), 
or rain down bread from heaven (Exodus 16:4)?  
 
Jesus is God in Both the Old and New Testaments. 
Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one – Deuteronomy 6:4. 
 
The Bible says: At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John 
[the Baptist] in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven 
being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from 
heaven: “You are my Son whom I love; with you I am well pleased – Mark 1:9-11.  The 
New Testament affirms that Jesus is God as part of the Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
Jesus is King of kings and Lord of lords. Jesus is far above any ruler or authority or power or 
leader or anything else - not only in this world but also in the world to come - Ephesians 1:19.  
He has the power to exercise absolute dominion over all of creation. Jesus is returning to judge 
the world and establish His earthly kingdom.  The Bible says: At that time people will see the 
Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory – Mark 13:26. In the end, all other 
rulers will be conquered or abolished, and He alone will reign supreme as King and Lord of all 
the earth. There is no power, no king, and no lord but Him. There is none like You Lord. 
 
What Does All This Mean? 
It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all who are 
thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of life. 7 All who are victorious will 
inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my children – 
Revelation 21:6-7. 
 
Jesus is King of kings and Lord of lords.  Is Jesus your King?  Is He your Lord? If He is not, He 
can be right now: Jesus, I believe you are the Alpha and the Omega – the Beginning and End.  
Jesus – I am thirsty for You.  Fill me full with the springs of the water of life.  I want you to be 
my God, and I your child.  Thank you my King.  Thank you my Lord.  Amen. 
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PRACTICE SESSION 20 
 

IN REVELATION: JESUS IS THE KINGS OF KINGS AND THE LORD OF LORDS 
 

Foundation Verse 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, 
the Almighty - Revelation 1:8. 
 
1) What power does Jesus have as King of kings and Lord of lords? 
_________________________________________________________________ - Exodus 8:10. 
_________________________________________________________________ - 1 Kings 3:12. 
_______________________________________________________________ - Psalm 86:10-12. 
 
2) Where is Jesus God in the Old Testament? 
_____________________________________________________________ - Deuteronomy 6:4. 
 
3) Where is Jesus God in the New Testament? 
_________________________________________________________________ - Mark 1:9-11. 
 
4) What does all of heaven proclaim? 
______________________________________________________________ - Revelation 11:15. 
 
5 Who is Jesus? 
_____________________________________________________________ - Revelation 21:1-7. 
 
Good Words to Remember 
The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he 
will reign for ever and ever – Revelation 11:15. 
 


